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Cause me to know the way in which I should walk, for I lift up my soul to You.

Psalm 145:8b

_ove That Reaches Beyond NorthRidge

NorthRidge Fellowship’s Mission Statement is this: NorthRidge
Fellowship exists to glorify God by loving Him, loving one
another, and loving our community and the world. So the focus
must be clear: we exist for the glory of God. Everything that we
do must exalt, bring honor to, boast in, and magnify God (Isaiah
43:7).

And this glorifying of God comes as we extend our love in three
distinct directions: toward God, toward one another in the
church, and toward those outside the church. It is not enough for
us to simply say, “We exist to glorify God.” We have to state how
we specifically intend to do that.

We would all agree that as a church we have to love God and that
He must be the focus of all we seck to do. And we also feel quite
confident that we must love and care for one another within the
church. But imagine if it ended there. Imagine if we all huddled
together within the safe confines of the church, around people
who are like us, and believe and think like we do, and have the
same morality that we do, and the same views that we do. And we
did a really good job of loving one another and caring for one
another, but we never loved anyone on the outside. We came
together and felt safe and secure and good and clean and it was
just about us within the church. God is not glorified in that!

Yes, we must care for one another and love
one another, but it must never end there. We
also have a responsibility to love our
community and the world. So there is care and
love directed both to those inside the church as
well as to those outside the church. Our eyes
and our hearts are on each other and our eyes
and our hearts are on our community and the

My little
children, let
us not love in
wotd or in

tongue, but

indeed and  world.
in truth. And we must really love them: we must love
1 John 3:18 the people who are not like us and the people

who believe differently than we do and the
people who have lives that are a wreck and are in need of help.
We cannot just say that we love them; we must demonstrate our
love in what we do for them (1 John 3:18).

This is why it is a good idea to periodically read through the book

of Acts, because when you read Acts you see a healthy and a
balanced church. The churches that you see in the book of Acts
were not perfect, but they maintained a healthy balance between
caring for the church on the inside and sending the church to the
outside. You see the people of God caring for and loving one
another, but you also see them boldly going to the ends of the
earth with the Gospel, even in the midst of harsh persecution.
You see them recognizing and meeting the needs of the people of
the churches, but you also see them recognizing the world’s need
to hear the Gospel message of salvation through Jesus Christ
alone. And this balance is key.

Luke, the author of the book of Acts, likes to include summary
passages where he sums up what was going on in the life of the
early church. When you read these summary passages you see a
balance: he will speak of the church loving those on the inside by
caring for one another and he will also speak of the church loving
those on the outside by sharing Jesus with them.

One such passage is Acts 4:32-33: “All the believers were one in
heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was
his own, but they shared everything they had. With great power
the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.” Notice what is going
on here: the people were united with one heart and one soul and
they were sharing the little bit of possessions that they had so that
no one would have to go without. This is the church caring for its
own. But also notice what else was happening: with great power
the apostles were giving witness to the resurrection of the Jesus.
There was a balance. They were not so driven by evangelism and
missions that the people in the church suffered, but they were also
not so consumed with one another that they never moved beyond
the safe confines of the church to go to a world in great need.

NorthRidge Fellowship must love and glorify God. NorthRidge
Fellowship must love and care for the needs of those within the
church through ministry and discipleship and fellowship. But we
must also press toward all the people outside the walls of the
church. This includes those in our community and those on the
other side of the globe. And when we do so, God will be most

glorified!
T Pastor Matt

www.nrfellowship.org
456 Golf Course Road

@hﬂidge Fellowship

Matthew Boyd, Pastor
pastor@ntfellowship.com

Jerome, ID 83338
208-324-4962

1t’s not about a religion... It’s about a relationship!

208-293-2841



& orthRidge Fellowship

Staff
Pastor Matthew Boyd
293-2841
Youth Pastor Shannon Pharaoh
329-0159
Worship Leader Chris Myhre
644-6421
Treasurer Kim Flick
536-4643
Men’s Ministry Robert Kohler
324-3545
Women’s Ministry Mandy Auclaire
324-3668
Education Leader Kevin Bickel
324-2654
Children’s Leader Gina Bickel
324-2654
Nursery Laurena Parish
324-2517
Webmaster Greg Peasnall
837-6003

webmaster@nrfellowship.org

Jolleen Kohler
324-3545
thekohlerfive@msn.com
Have bulletin items 1o Jolleen by Wednesday

Bulletin

Leadership
Elders
Matthew Boyd 293-2841
pastor@nrfellowship.com
Travis Flick 536-4643
tkflickl @netzero.com
Rich Henry 736-5025
rich_henry3@hotmail.com
Deacons
Kevin Bickel 324-2654
whispermtn@yahoo.com
Jeff Hanni 539-4079
Chris Myhre 644-6421
ccmyhre@msn.com
Brian Parish 358-1671

Schedule see calendar for more!

Sunday

8:15 a.m. First Service

9:30 a.m. Bible Study

10:30 a.m. Second Service

Tuesday

6:30 p.m. Youth Ministry
at NorthRidge Fellowship

Wednesday

6:15-7:45 p.m. Kids 4 Truth
at NorthRidge Fellowship

Tuesday/Thursday

6:00 a.m. Prayer and Devotions

at Jolly Bean

)

This month in Kids 4 Truth kids4truth
O The theme is God’s Gift - Salvation
o | . .
?
. 1. What is salvation?
wn Salvation is the gift of God given to sinners by grace through faith in Christ.
o Saved people are forgiven of their sins and have eternal life.
: Jonah 2:9b Salvation is of the Lord.
o |

2. What is “the Gospel”?

The Gospel is the good news that Jesus Christ lived a sinless life, died for our
sins, was buried, and rose again to reconcile us to God and offer us eternal life.

3. What must we do in order to be forgiven and receive eternal life?

We must be converted by repenting from sin and trusting (by grace, through
faith) in Christ.

There will be no Kids 4 Truth on December 24th or
December 31st.

Children’s M

Helping Children Become God-Focused Believers Through Essential Christian Truth

Enjoy your Christmas!

Children’s Ministries: Kids 4 Truth Wednesday evenings, 6:15pm to 8:00pm
Sunday School 9:30am-10:20am ¢ Bible Builders During the 10:30 Worship Service

H>0 YOUTH MINISTRY
JOHN 4:13-14

Be in prayer—Please be in prayer for our youth as most of them are busy
this time of year with things going on at their schools. Also pray for boldness

in their walk with Christ and the everyday things they are going through.

I would also ask that you continue to pray for people who are on missions
throughout the world and that maybe one day we will be sending one of our
youth out on missions.

Thanks,
Shannon Pharaoh

Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again,
but whoever drinks of the water that | shall give him will never thirst. But the water
o that | shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”



Meet

Laurena Parish

Every month yon will be introduced to a
Sfellow attendee at NorthRidge Fellowship.

Where were you born and raised?

I was born in Idaho and raised pretty much
between Idaho and Nevada.

Who are (or have been) the most
influential people in your life?

My mom taught me strength, my dad taught
me compassion, and they both taught me
humor. My spiritual influences have been my
husband, pastor Tom Finch, Pastor Matt, and
T.J. Clews.

What is one of your favorite passages
and/or books of the Bible?

My favorite passage in the Bible is Psalm 23.
I sat by my mom’s bedside when she was
dying of cancer, and recited it to her.

Aside from the Bible, what are your
favorite books?

Beth Moore is one of my faves, but my
hidden passion is murder mysteries. Shbh!

If you were stranded on an island, what
four foods would you most want to have?

Anything chocolate, potatoes, shrimp, and
beans.

Who in the Bible do you most identify
with?

I feel like I can identify with the apostle
Thomas. Like Doubting Thomas, I always
want proof. I would be the one reaching out
to touch the wounds.

What are the four most interesting places
you have been to?

Yellowstone, Fisherman’s Warf, Las Vegas,
and the most exciting place is the foot of the
cross.

How did you come to know Christ?

When Brian and I were living in Spring Creek,
Nevada in the year 2002, our marriage was
crumbling. We had been married 10 years,
and knew our future looked bleak. The only
thing we hadn’t tried was church. God led us
to Parkway Baptist. A month later we
accepted Christ as our Savior. I was 40 years
old. You ate never too old to be forgiven.
Thank you, Jesus!

Books Worth Reading

Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace
and the things by which one may edify another. Romans 14:19

The Cross Centered Life, by C.J. Mahaney

When Travis Flick speaks, people listen. When you combine teacher-Travis with a
powerful yet concise Sunday School text you have a winning combination. Our
Sunday School class has been reading through C.J. Mahaney’s mini-book titled The
Cross Centered Life (TCCL). Although it’s small in size and is fewer than 90 pages in
length, the spiritual truths come through larger than life.

As a photographer, the idea of centering is appealing. Good photos often have
other activities going on around the subject. Miss the main target of the shot,
however, and the picture becomes chaotic. When you want to shoot that one great

photo, you can’t miss the subject.

The core of TCCL, subtitled Keeping the Gospel the Main Thing, is moving Christ
and the cross right back where they belong - to the center of our lives. It is the most
simple of ideas: keep Christ in the middle of all we do and the rest will fall into place.
Even Mahaney jests at the simplicity of this idea calling his first chapter “Restating
the Obvious.” The text makes it clear that we often forget this first and most
important aspect of our Christian walk. How do we know that we have lost our
center? Mahaney asks the reader to look inward and see if there is truth in any of the

following:

e Do you often lack joy?

» Do you lack consistent spiritual joy?

e Does your love for God lack passion?

e Are you always looking for some new technique, some new “truth” or new
experience that will put all the pieces of your faith together?

If any of these characteristics hit home there may be a lack of Christ centeredness in

your walk.

Mahaney talks of breaking the rules of legalism, illustrates that guilt and shame can
pull our focus away from Christ, and makes it clear that “it is impossible to resolve
issues of yesterday by doing better tomorrow.” The final chapters turn to practical
ways of putting Christ into the center. Suggestions include singing Christ centered
songs and taking time to review what Christ has done for you. Ultimately, Christ
needs to be a passionate part of our lives. We must bring the gospel to life every day
in all that we do. When we memorize, sing, pray or study the Scripture we must ask

the Holy Spirit to “open our eyes and bring the gospel alive to us again.”

For me, the end result of this text and of this study is simple: Christ and the cross are
central to our lives. The endless pursuit of Christ, and the yearning for a relationship
with Him is how to keep the cross in the middle of our view screen. This is a book
that can quickly put an auto-focus button on your life. More than putting life in
focus, this text helps us actually center the camera on the cross. Suddenly, our frame
is filled with a sharp picture of what matters: a cross centered life.

Brian Bizik
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To The Ends of the Earth

R@lll@lllb@l’i]:lg God's hand in NorthRidge missions

Have you ever asked yourself, just how can we see God’s hand in the
missions that we atre involved in?

I remember in July of 2006 asking pastor Matt about the mission trip
that he and Gayle had taken prior to coming to Jerome to pastor
Northridge. I knew that I was a new believer in Christ and nothing
more would come of my questions. But I was wrong! Since the day I
raised my hand to go on missions, life has never been the same. God
has shown Himself in everything that has taken place involving
missions.

Consider all the things that have taken place. On the first mission trip
we were on a vision trip to seek a village to adopt. We prayed daily
for the Lord to lead us to the place He wanted Northridge Fellowship
to begin its sharing of His word. We visited four different villages
and we prayed daily and waited on the Lord. After four days our
prayers were answered! We were led back to Diouloulou, where we
had met Aissatou Sane, the young high school student who we met
on the first visit to Diouloulou. From there everything went just as
God had planned. The local school was excited about having
Northridge Fellowship there, and we were excited about being there.

The second mission trip was with Pastor Matt, Kirk, and Zac. 1
remember Kirk reading 2 Kings 3:18a— “And this a simple matter in
the sight of the LORD”. On this particular mission trip God again
showed His mighty hand. We were asked to be on a live radio
broadcast! We were asked questions about our families and our being
followers of Jesus, and Pastor Matt was given the opportunity to
share the Gospel on the air. We were invited to a debate with some

of the teachers who were Muslim. This again was a simple thing that
only God could do, Praise Him.

As I think about the third and fourth mission trip to Diouloulou, I
am reminded of how much the small things matter. We would never
think that small things such as popcorn and pizza or even chewing
gum would encourage an audience nightly to watch the Jesus film.
We sang songs and prayed and handed out Bibles to the youth and to
teachers, and even strangers who just happened to be walking by.
God reminded us to always have faith in all that He does in our lives.
When you have time, ask Baboucar (Jay Gandiaga) or Assiatou (Ruth
Wallin) about riding through West Africa with a driver who spoke no
English and was determined to unload his English speaking cargo as
soon as possible. Imagine driving across roads that are almost
impassable, but yet we went. We went because God called us and we

obeyed.

We are again reminded of God’s love when we see the smiling faces
of all the people with whom we have met and shared Jesus with.
Whenever a team of missionaries from NorthRidge prepares to leave
home and go to Diouloulou, they know that no sacrifice is too great,
even if it means no showers for a week, no running water, or just two
hot meals. I don’t think that there is any way that we can ever forget
the names of the Diouloulou people or their smiles. Take time to ask
Fatou (Candy Myhre) or Bintou (Gayle Boyd) about how great our
God is. Please be praying for the teams as they finish the November
mission trip and return home.

Soly Badji (Dennis Cornwell)



DECEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Christmas Gala

extravaganzal
Ladies Scrapbook and craft night will be December 5 from 6:00 pm to 12:00 am.
All 4 to 10 yr-olds are Qneoqragzd
to participatg in a spgglal
Christmas Program entitled

MEN, come join the LEAD Bible Study every Wednesday from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.
at the Wok and Grill in Twin Falls. Come study The Pursuit of Holiness by Jerry Bridges.

Be in prayer for the returning team from Africa. They will fly out from Diouloulou,
Senegal on December 4 and return to Jerome on December 5. Pray for the seeds
sown—that God would give the growth.

~ SpeakUp ~
to be held
Sunday, Peecember 21st

7:00 p.m.
Contact Robert Kohler at 324-3545 if you know of community service needs that
NorthRidge can help with. Come on Saturday, December 20 if you would like to help. Invite your frignds!
It's a great opportunity to share
Join a Sunday morning Bible study! Ok, so it’s a bit noisy and thete ate no private the salvation mgssage.
Sunday School rooms with fireside hot cocoa and homemade doughnuts, but the Sunday .
Practicgs gvery Saturday

morning Bible studies held in the sanctuary are a blessing, full of fellowship and study.
from 9am to {lam.

And we have something Starbucks doesn’t: free coffee!

(D Contact Jessica Bickel for more info

HEY KIDS! Who was the Roman emperor when Jesus was born? Tell Mrs. Brockway 420-9586

the answer, and you will get a prize!

Trusting Our Sovereign God

A major
part of our
spiritual
growth is
learning to
trust God
and keep
the cross
central in
times like

It seems everywhere we go these days we run into people who
are worrying about the way the world is going. Every day they
are talking about the declining economy and the uncertain
economic times we are in. Sometimes those people are us.
The possibility of jobs losses, losing our retirement savings or
just the uncertainty of what is going to happen next can create
anxiety. A major part of our spiritual growth is
learning to trust God and keep the cross central in
times like these.

doubt His sovereignty and wisdom and have a

When we do not trust God we

twisted view of who He is. Only in the scriptures
can we find a correct view of God’s relationship to
and involvement in our circumstances. The
Scriptures show us essential truths about God’s
sovereignty and wisdom that we must believe if
we are going to trust Him in times of anxiety.

God is in control. Jesus gives us a good example
of God’s sovereignty in Matthew 10:29-31. “Are
not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not
one them falls to the ground apart from your
Father’s will. But the very hairs of your head atre
all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of
more value than many sparrows.” If God controls

these.

the fate of a sparrow how much more does He

control our fate? The Bible says over and over
again that God controls both the big and small events in life.
“Who is he who speaks and it comes to pass, when the Lord
has not commanded it? Is it not from the mouth of the Most
High that woe and well-being proceed?” (Lamentations 3:37-
38). Nothing can happen unless God allows it.

God has a plan. If God is in control, why does He allow what
we see as tragedies to happen? We do not know. God has no

obligation to explain it to us. We most likely would not
understand it if He did. To quote Calvin, “The finite cannot
understand the infinite”. God’s ways are not our ways. Isaiah
55:8-9 says: “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are
your ways My ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways
and My thoughts than your thoughts.” To quote Paul in
Romans 11:33, “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His
judgments and His ways past finding out.” If we are to grow
and learn to trust God, we must trust Him even when we do
not understand. We have the assurance though, that even
when we do not understand his ways, we know His ways are
good. God does things for His glory and our good. We know
from Romans 8:28 that “all things work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are called according to His

purpose.”

So when we speak with those people who are worrying about
the direction our world is going, we can reassure them that
God is in control and He has a plan even though we might not
understand it. We can use these times of worldly trouble to
share Christ. We can show them that our proper focus on our
future with Christ will empower us to get through any kind of
trouble. “Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our
outward man is perishing, yet our inward man is being renewed
day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment,
is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory, while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at
the things that are not seen. For the things which are seen are
temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”
(2 Corinthians 5:16-18)

Travis Flick



