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Cause me to know the way in which I should walk, for I lift up my soul to You.

Psalm 145:8b

Living With God-Glorifying Urgency

For several months now my wife Gayle and | have been asking
ourselves a question, what we hope will be a life-changing
question, a question that rightly answered will cause us to
radically reprioritize our lives. The question is this: If we had only
three years left on this earth, what would we do? If we knew that
we had only three years left before either Jesus returned or
before we went to be with Him, what would we do differently?
What would become a bigger priority in our lives? Where would
we invest our time and energy and money and resources? If we
only had three years left what would we want to radically change
in our lives?

We have not asked and sought to answer this question because we
are morbid or morose or anything like that. (And our asking this
question has nothing to do with the Mayan calendar!) We have
asked this question because we do not want to waste our lives.
God has given us one precious life and one precious salvation to
do something with that will glorify Him and make an impact in His
world.

To ask this question is an attempt to take seriously the words of
James 4:14 where he writes, “You do not know what your life will
be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little
while and then vanishes away.” The transitory nature of our
existence on this earth beckons for us to live with a God-
glorifying urgency.

Yet, there is a profound danger that is out there everywhere in our
world lurking about. The danger is that you would take this one
God-given, Jesus-purchased life and waste it and not use it to its
fullest and not make an impact in the life to come. And | do not
want that to be me. | do not want that to be my wife and family.
And | do not want that to be you.

We have tried to be very purposeful in the way that we asked the
question. We did not want to ask what we would do if we only
had three months left on the earth because that gets rushed and
crammed and panicked and would not necessarily be a realistic
way to live. You could not readily adopt that lifestyle unless you
truly only had only three months left. But if you knew that you
had three years it would be a planned urgency. You surely would

not want to waste any time, but you would plan out what you
were to do and how you would focus on what is important. You
could live that way without it becoming utterly chaotic and there
would really be time there to make a difference.

So let me share with you ten of my personal answers to the
question: If I had only three years left on this earth what would |
do?

1) | would strive as the chief aim of all I do to draw closer to Jesus

2) | would apply Scripture to every area of my life

3) I would pray with greater intimacy and do more listening to and
for the voice of God

4) I would spend more real, purposeful, intimate time with my
family

5) I would do more to reach people with the Gospel, especially the
unreached peoples of the world

6) | would pray more fervently for the lost

7) I would be more generous and give more radically

8) I would love the Body of Christ deeper

9) | would think much more about heaven and the life to come

10) | would live with and in the freedom of why | was created and
why | was saved: to glorify God

But if Jesus returned or if | went to be with Him and | did not do
those things any better than | am trying to do them today |
would still stand before Jesus forgiven of my sins and He would
welcome me into heaven, because my eternity and my standing
with God is not dependant upon my performance; it is dependant
upon my Savior. Christ, my Savior, loved me enough to come to
this world and live the life | should have lived and die in my place
on the cross for my sins and then to be raised from the dead to
make my salvation possible. If | only had three years left on this
earth | would live them knowing that my eternity is secure
because Jesus Christ has saved me from my sins and | have
trusted Him as my Lord and Savior.

What about you? If you had only three years left on this earth what
would you do? Think about it and then live with a God-glorifying
planned urgency.
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$# $! During the 10:30 worship service
o Saddle Up and Hit T 5
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o i We’ll be roundin’ up some of life’s biggest
= questions and drivin’ home answers as we
o i explore the wide open spaces on Saddle Ridge Ranch. Join us as we

discover who we are, that God cares about us, God has a plan for us,
how we can be like Jesus, and what do we do with all we’ve learned.

In this one-week adventure you will drive home answers through Bible
stories, crafts, motivating music, and games.

Mark your calendar now because the adventure begins:

June 13-17
Sunday - Thursday
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Children’s M

Helping Children Become God-Focused Believers Through Essential Christian Truth

Many ranch hands will be needed to make this adventure possible.
Our first planning meeting will be Saturday, January 23 at
9:00 AM.

Questions—call Gina Bickel at 420-8546

T 2 G Teens transformed by Christ, to transform the world, for His glory.
I

New Life in Christ ~ Many people view the beginning of a new year as a fresh start or a clean slate.
In many ways, this is much like our relationship with Jesus. First, when we accept Christ as our
Savior, our lives are changed and made new. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

However, even though we are new creations in Christ, we inevitably stumble and sin. God in His
grace does not leave us without a remedy for this situation. He offers the possibility of again
making things new when we confess our sin and seek His forgiveness. “If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

Also, God not only forgives us for our sins, but He does not dig them up to remind us of our failures.
God not only doesn’t keep a list of our sins, He actually forgets them. “I, | am he who blots out your
transgressions for my own sake, and | will not remember your sins” (Isaiah 43:25).

This New Year let’s focus on our new life in Christ and the gift of each new day that can begin as a
clean slate in God’s eyes. We can learn from our mistakes, not dwell on them, and live each day in
an attempt to become better servants of our loving, gracious God.

Important T2G Dates:
January 6th Deadline for money for Snow Camp

January 16-18 Shiloh Snow Camp, Donnelly, Idaho - Shiloh Bible Conference
Ice skating # Tubing # Sleigh ride # Feeding the elk

Cost approximately $50

February 12th Youth host a Valentine Banquet for adults

Kevin and Gina Bickel
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I was born in Elk, Washington and raised at
Bothell, Washington outside of Seattle (I have a
twin brother, Keith-I was the first born).
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Right after I was saved (1946), that fall I enrolled
in Multnomah School of the Bible in Portland,
Oregon. This gave me my foundation of belief.
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Philippians 1:6 - “Being confident of this very
thing, that He who has begun a good work in you

will perform (complete) until the day of Jesus
Christ.”
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I have many book on the Jewish nation, which is
my favorite subject. I have all the books written
of the wars of Israel since they became a nation.
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Tomato, cucumbers, zucchini squash and sweet
corn.
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Apostle Paul—why? I served 18 years as a
missionary to Romania (two months each year)
and I am at present the founder of the Romanian
Workers Fund.

7/ # 3 ! #
y .0

Romania, Germany, Austria and Canada.
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As a senior in High school, I attended a Sunday
in a Community Hall, and it was there on January
of 1946, 2nd Sunday, that I accepted the Lord.

(I have served in the pastorate for 53 years,
mainly in rural communities in Washington,
Oregon and Idaho.)

An Exccrpt From T he (lassics Eéé

How great victory was that which Jonathon must
have gained over himself, when he rejoiced to see
David raised above him! He discerned the mind of
God in David, and had so learned to delight in God,
that he did not see in David one who was to
outshine him, but another faithful man raised up for
God and Israel.

— D Robert C. Chapman
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“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold!
The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” John 1:29

You perceive that, if you are to be true saints, first of all, you must trust
Christ. A man does not follow another unless he has faith in him.
Brethren, your way to heaven lies in trusting yourself with Christ as a
sacrifice for sin,—as the Lamb of God. Trust yourself with Him, and
you have begun the new life, you have started as a saint.

But, next, this trust must be of a practical kind. It is not said in our text,
“These are they which trust the Lamb” merely; but, “These are they
which follow the Lamb.” You must do what He bids you, as He bids
you, because He bids you, and because you trust Him. You must begin,
from this day forth, to show by your lives that your faith in Christ is no
mere sentiment, but a vital active principle within your minds. In that
way you shall find eternal life in trusting the Lamb and following Him.

But, if you follow Him, recollect that you must make no terms with
Him. “These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth.”
“Lord,” say you, “I will follow thee across the grassy lawn, or over the
smoothly-rolled road.” No, no: you must make no conditions; you must
follow Him up the crags and down into the marshes, you must follow
Christ everywhere, with no picking and choosing of the road. Where He
bids you, you must go; where He leads you, you must follow. Will you
do that? If so, you shall be His in the day of His appearing; but you must
take that “whithersoever” into the contract. “These are they which
follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth.” O sir, wilt thou follow Christ
at this rate? If thou wilt, thou art Christ’s man; this is the sort of soldier
that He would enlist in His army, the man who is ready to follow Him
whithersoever He goeth.

I heard of a young man who wanted to be an officer in Napoleon’s
army, and he came to get a commission, wearing a fine new hat, and a
suit of clothes of the very neatest cut possible; and the officer asked
him, “Sir, if you were in a defile, with mountains on either side of you
which you could not ascend, and there was no possibility of going back,
and the enemy in front was at least ten times your number, what would
you do in such a case as that?” He answered, “I should resign my
commission.” They did not make an officer of him, you may be sure; but
there are plenty of that kind who, as soon as ever they come to a
difficulty in the Christian faith, say, “Take my name off the roll; I did
not bargain for this.” Now, if you mean to be a Christian, you must
“follow the Lamb whithersoever—whithersoever—whithersoever He
goeth.”

And if you do this, you must be like Him. Christ and His followers must
be of one mind. Christ the Lamb is not to be followed by the devil’s
lions. If you follow the Lamb, you must grow more and more lamb-like;
and that means being more gentle, more meek, more self-sacrificing,
more ready to submit to the divine will. The Lord make us so, and may
we be among the blessed people who shall have this for their epitaph,—
nay, not for their epitaph, for they are not dead, but who shall have this
for their motto, “These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever
He goeth”!

Some minor punctuation and modern notation added; spelling original.
Excerpted from www.spurgeon.org/sermons/2456.htm
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To The Ends of the Earth

Slla.rillg tlle StOl’LJ of God’s work in you

Many Christians struggle with sharing their faith. It is one of those
things that they know they are supposed to do and sincerely want to do,
yet they struggle to find the right words or the best “technique” that fits
their circumstances and personality.

Thankfully, God is much less concerned with technique than He is the
communication of truth. And He has given all Christians a relevant,
personal way to share their faith: through the telling of their story. Your
story of what Jesus has done in your life is a powerful vehicle for truth as
you share it with others.

In Acts chapter 26 the Apostle Paul gives us an excellent example of
how to do this as he shares his story with King Agrippa. He divides his
story of what Jesus has done in his life into three parts: what his life was
like before Jesus (Acts 26:1-11), how he became a follower of Jesus
(26:12-18), and what his life has been like since trusting Jesus (26:19-23).

In the first part of Paul’s story he shares with Agrippa enough details
about his life before becoming a Christian to inform, but not get bogged
down with unnecessary details. Paul relates with Agrippa and his Jewish
background so he shares with him that Jesus is the promised Messiah
(26:6-7). Paul also shares what his concept of Jesus was before his
conversion (26:9-11).

When Paul shares about his conversion he tells of the events
surrounding his coming to faith in Jesus (26:12-17). He also is sure to
include the truths of the Gospel (26:18). People do not come to faith
through hearing our story; they come to faith through hearing the
Gospel. So Paul is sure to include in his story what it is that Jesus does
for sinners who trust Him.

As Paul brings his story to a close he shares with Agrippa how his life
is now different. He tells him that while he was once disobedient, he is
now striving to be obedient to what Jesus has called him to do (26:19).
Paul also stresses that what Jesus has done for him He can and will do for
others (26:20, 23). At the same time Paul is careful to show that Jesus
does not make one’s life problem-free (26:21).

After sharing his story Paul then calls for a response (26:24-29). The
communication of God’s truth always calls for a response on the part of
the listener.

As you share your story with others, seck to emulate Paul’s example.
Talk about your life before Jesus and what it was like. Do not feel that
you have to share all the sordid details of your past; just help them to
understand what you used to be like and how you used to think about
Jesus and Christianity. Then include how you became a Christian. In this
part seek to clearly and concisely share the truth of the Gospel. Let them
know what it means to become a follower of Jesus. Then finally talk
about how your life is different now: how has Jesus changed you since
becoming His follower.

While sharing your story use memorized Scripture to help convey what
Jesus has done in your life. Also, tty to avoid language that tends to be
“churchy” or that people may not understand. Consider writing out your
story and practice saying it out loud. This experience will help put you at
ease when you share it with others. But more than anything you have to
tell your story. The only story that God cannot use is an unspoken and
unshared one. So go and tell others of what Jesus has done in your life
and pray that God would use it to “open their eyes in order to turn them
from darkness to light” (Acts 26:18).

Matt Boyd



JANUARY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Send Prayer Requests to Nancy Cornwell at 324-8980 or 320-1556.

How to Develop a Powerful Prayer Life is an ongoing study held on the
first Sunday of every month. Everyone is invited. Next study will be
Sunday, January 3.

MEN’s LEAD Bible study meets every Wednesday from 12:00 p.m. to
1:00 p.m. All men are invited to study and eat lunch with us at the Wok
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Join a Sunday
Morning Bible Study!

The Fight Against
Worldliness
Travis Flick

The Fight Against Sin
Matt Boyd

How to Grasp and Focus

|

and Grill in Twin Falls.

HEY KIDS! Memorize Isaiah 26:3. Recite it to Mrs. Brockway, and you
will get a prize!

on the Will of God
Jay Gandiaga

Bible Studies Begin at 9:15 am
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Caught up together in the clouds

May He
strengthen
your hearts
so that you
will be
blameless
and holy

in the
presence

of our
God and
Father when
our Lord
Jesus comes
with all His

holy ones.

1 Thessalonians 3:13

In our Wednesday night Bible study, we studied the letter
to the church in Philadelphia in Revelation 3. We came to
this verse:

“Because you have kept My command to persevere, I
also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come
upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the
earth.” Revelation 3:10

I asked the question about the belief in the “Rapture of
the Church.” Most evangelical or born-again Christians
believe this concept. However, there is much controversy
about this belief. First, it is not stated in the Bible, but is
suggested by a number of verses. The second coming of
Christ is shown in many passages, but He is returning
with His saints to do battle with the inhabitants of earth.
Can we or others confuse His second coming with the
Rapture?

The Rapture concept is a relatively new belief (150 yrs),
compared with the second coming (2000 yrs). It is
essentially ignored by most other Christian faith groups.
It does not form a part of any other religion. It is
dismissed by essentially all liberal Christian theologians
(which is a good reason for me to believe in it). I do
express a hope in the Rapture.

What is the Rapture? The word “Rapture” comes from
the Latin word “Rapare” which means to take away or to
snatch out.

“But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow
as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him
those who sleep in Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-14).
Paul apparently is correcting a misunderstanding about
the return of Christ by the Thessalonian Christians. It
appears that some had believed that only those who were
alive at the second coming would share in the Kingdom
of God at Christ’s return. He ties their hope for salvation
and a future life in heaven to their belief in the
resurrection of Christ.

“For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we
who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord
will by no means precede those who are asleep” (1
Thessalonians 4:15). Paul refers to “the Lotrd’s own
word” as the source of his teaching. Some believe that
this refers to a personal revelation that he received from
God. Others believe that Paul is referring to a tradition
circulating in the early Christian movement about Jesus’
teachings on this matter.

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.
Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord”
(1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). Most born-again Christians
believe that they, alone, will engage in a mass migration
to heaven. These who have died will have their bodies
glorified and will ascend through the air, and meet Jesus
Christ in the sky. This will be followed by the born-again
who are currently alive.

Christ will bring His raptured Church (His Believers, His
Bride) to a place He prepared. “In my Father’s house are
many mansions, if it were not so, I would have told you. I
go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also” (John
14:2-3).

It is my hope that the followers of Jesus will be removed
to safety while those still on the Earth will face
tribulation, the Antichrist’s persecution of the saints, and
God pouring His wrath upon the earth during the 7 year
Tribulation.

I invite you to come to our Wednesday Bible studies
where our adult group actively discusses what the Bible
teaches about this and the end times.

Rich Henry



