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Loving the Lord with All Your Mind

God is concerned with the things that we
think. This is the case because the way
that we think affects the way that we live.
Many times in Scripture a change in life
and character begins with our thoughts
and with knowledge. Romans 12:2 says,
“And do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind.” Transformation begins as our
minds are renewed with truth (Ephesians
4:20-24; Colossians 3:8-10). This is to say
that your thoughts are not a secondary
issue to God, but serve as a key way that
He transforms the Christian’s life.

Unfortunately though, we are many times
oblivious to what is going on in our minds
as they wander from thought to thought
and subject to subject throughout the day.
This causes us to think, and then as a
result act, in ways that are decidedly
unbiblical. So how do we correct wrong
and unbiblical thinking?

The first thing that must be done is that
we must be aware of what is going on in
our minds and with our thoughts. In 2
Corinthians 10:5 Paul instructs the
Corinthian believers to bring “every
thought into captivity to the obedience of
Christ.” We are to be so aware of what we

. are thinking that at the
What IS moment an unbiblical
occupying

un-Christlike
thought enters our
your
mind?

minds we can “‘take
it captive” and get
rid of it. This is easier said
than done, but this calls for
vigilance on our part to be

conscious of what is

minds.

occupying our

Think of your thought life and the life of
your mind like riding a horse: when you
ride a horse you want to have a tight and
secure grip on the reins so that you, and
not the horse, are in control. This would
be an example of the Christian who is
aware of what they are thinking. They
keep a tight grip on the reins of their
mind and when it gets off track, they
quickly rein it in and put it back on
course. But when the Christian does not
seek to “take every thought captive” it is
like riding a horse where you have thrown
the reins over the horses head: you have
no control and you are hanging on totally
at the mercy of the horse. And no one
wants to be saddled up on an out of
control horse, or live with an uncontrolled
thought life.

But if a person is to take every thought
captive, what is the criteria that needs to
be applied? What thoughts need to be
arrested and what thoughts need to be
dwelled upon? Thankfully God’s Word
answers this question as it gives us a filter
for our thoughts. Philippians 4:8 says,
“Finally, brothers, whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is

—

pure, whatever is lovely,
s admirable—if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy—think about
such things.” This God-inspired filter
helps us to understand what thoughts
should pass through and be dwelt upon
and what needs to be taken captive.

—

whatever

It works like this: if I find myself thinking
about something then I must ask, “Is this
true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable,
excellent, or praiseworthy?” If it meets
those criteria then I should “think about
such things.” But if it does not pass the
Philippians 4:8 test and falls short of
those standards, then I must take it
captive and rid my mind of such things.
Just like a filter on your furnace, this
biblical filter keeps out the bad and
destructive things and allows the good
and edifying things to pass through.

A clarification is in order here: this is not
in any way, shape or form simply the
“power of positive thinking.” I can think
“positive” thoughts and they may be
untrue and even non-helpful. Rather, this
is the power of biblical thinking to
transform a heart and life. God is not
concerned with wus thinking positive
thoughts. As a matter of fact, a thought
can pass the test of Philippians 4:8 and
not be “positive” in the way our world
defines it. Rather, God’s concern is with
us thinking thoughts that are in
accordance with His Word. This is meant
to bring all of our thoughts into
conformity to His revealed truth so that
we might think of God, ourselves, and
our world in way that is truly accurate.

Part of what it means to “set your mind
on things above” (Colossians 3:2) is to
think biblically, and to think biblically is to
begin to /ive biblically. To live biblically is
to glorify God—and we were made to
glorify God (Isaiah 43:7; 1 Corinthians
6:20). Think about it.

Pastor Matt
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Schedule see calendar for more!

Sunday

8:15 a.m. First Service

9:30 a.m. Bible Study

10:30 a.m. Second Service

Tuesday

6:30 p.m. Youth Ministry
at NorthRidge Fellowship

Thursday

6:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer

at NorthRidge Fellowship

Children’s Ministries

)

Potluck for all VBS workers June 1st

After am service Vacation Bible School!

The Ramblin' Road Trip
June 16 ~ 20

Church Picnic and VBS
Pre-registration @ noon

June 7th

VBS 2008
Ramblin’ Road Trip

June 16-20 4-years-old ~ 5th grade

Monday ~ Friday 6:15-8:15

HOW YOU CAN HELP

[Road Trip

Volunteer: Please contact Gina Bickel if RrsaLus
you are interested in helping with Vacation
Bible School. We would be honored to

have your help! Call Gina Bickel at
324-2654, or email
whispermtn@yahoo.com. \ ‘

On this exciting road trip
you will experience
thrilling Bible stories,
awesome crafts,

music for the road,
energizing snacks,

and fun recreation!

N

Donate: Check the bulletin board
in the foyer for a list of items needed, and
sign up to bring what you can. Every little

bit helps!

Parking on the sidelines not allowed! Come get involved.

H20 YOUTH MINISTRY
JOHN 4:13-14

SONFEST

SonFest will be August 1-3 for youth 7th grade through 12th grade in Layton,
Utah. If you have just graduated from 6th grade, you are invited too! The
cost of this event is $85. I need a $10 registration fee turned into me by June
22nd along with the medical release form. If you have any questions contact

Shannon Pharaoh.

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT - JUNE 13TH
Proceeds from this month go to Kassidy Kohler to help with expenses for the
Young Continentals. We pray for God’s blessings and protection for Kassidy.
Congratulations on being selected as a Young Continental!
Shannon Pharaoh



Meet

Alicia Pharaoh

Every month yon will be introduced to a fellow
attendee at NorthRidge Fellowship.

Where were you born and raised?

I was born in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and
lived in Garvin County, Oklahoma most of my
childhood. Then at 13 I moved to Watetloo,
Towa until I was 18 and then moved back to
Oklahoma.

Who are (or have been) the most influential
people in your life?

My dad (because he never gave up on his faith in
Christ through all his trials), my husband
Shannon (who believed in me even when I
didn’t believe in myself), and my great

grandmother (who showed me the power of
PRAYER).

What is your favorite passage and/or book
of the Bible?

2 Corinthians 4:13.

Aside from the Bible, what are your favorite
books?

OFklahoma Weddings (I'm a sucker for a
good Christian romance book).

If you were stranded on an island, what four
foods would you most want to have?

CHOCOLATEI! Watermelon, cantaloupe, and 1
would just go fishing because fish is my favorite
meat.

Who in the Bible do you most identify with?

Not really sure. I find myself identifying with a
lot of them.

What are the three most interesting places
you have been to?

I haven’t been to many places so I guess Idaho
and Colorado would be it.

How did you come to know Christ?

I grew up with a praying great grandmother who
showed me by her walk with Christ. I fell in love
with God at a very young age, because there
were times I felt He was all I had. At the age of
14 1 publicly professed my faith. I didn't walk
closely with Christ until I was 21 and God saved
my husband, and since then my walk with Christ
has become closer.

Books Worth Reading

Therefore let us pursue the things which matke for peace
and the things by which one may edify another. Romans 14:19

Twelve Ordinary Men by John MacArthur

Many times in our lives we feel quite ordinary. We may not have any special
skills or talents that we think God could use. Maybe we think we have
faults or character flaws that would stop God from using us to change this
world. If you have ever felt this way, I would encourage you to read John
MacArthut’s book Tuwelve Ordinary Men.

This book is a character study on the twelve disciples. More specifically, as
the full title says, it is “How the Master shaped His disciples for greatness,
and what He wants to do with you”. Typically we think of these men as the
powerful preachers they became, and do not see how they started out.
Using Scripture, MacArthur does an excellent job of describing the
background, personality, and character of each disciple. We see that they
were quite ordinary. In fact, they were “Hopelessly human. Remarkably
unremarkable. But they were available and obedient to the Master’s call.
And under Jesus’ teaching and touch, they became a force that forever

changed the world.”

As you go through this study you will see how perfectly ordinary these men
really were. Their personality types are very familiar to us. They are just
like us and they are like people we know. You will read that not one of
them was known for their scholarship, speaking abilities, natural talents, or
intellectual abilities. On the contrary, from Scripture you will see their
missteps, mistakes, lapses in faith, and in some cases, their bitter failures.
But you also read how God empowered and used these men to spread the

gospel message and turn the world upside down (Acts 17:6).

As he goes through each disciple, MacArthur points out what we see in 1
Corinthians 1:26-29. “For you see your calling, brethren, that not many
wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called.
But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the
wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the
things that are mighty; and the base things of the world and the things
which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring
to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence.”

I would encourage you to read this book so that you may see that, even if
your most outstanding characteristic is “ordinariness”, God can use you to
turn the world upside down. As the author puts it, the message of Twelve
Ordinary Men is perfectly clear: “If Christ can accomplish His purposes
through the lives of common men like these, imagine what He has in store

[k

for you

Travis Flick
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To The Ends of the Earth

How does a home schooling mom and simple housewife make an
impact in God’s vast universe?

The answer...I don’t know, but He does. We go to the ends of the
earth because we have the assurance and comfort that Christ can make
the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead risen, and Christ can ensure that the poor have the gospel
preached to them. “And blessed is he who is not offended because of
Me."

Dakar, Senegal- “For the first time in my life I just watched the sun
come up in Africal It’s hot, muggy, and unlike anything I have ever
seen before. I am exhausted, but completely unable to sleep. It’s
beautiful here. I’'m in over my head and completely dependant on
God for everything. He is so awesome and faithful to do everything
He promises...I am ready for the task.” And so it goes for the next 10
days, unable to capture every detail in my journal, and relying on
memorty to sustain my thoughts of God’s work in this small corner of
the world He has brought me to.

As God introduced me to Senegal, West Africa, He showed me the
poorest, some who are better off, many people who are very happy,
and I caught sight of those who are sad. The market: well let’s put it
this way, I have a much deeper appreciation for the conveniences of
Wal-Mart. In the cities of Dakar and Ziguinchor, the streets are
extremely crowded, it’s terribly dusty, and from time to time I get a
smell of the open sewers. The shops, shanty’s more like, look as
though they are crumbling which most probably are. They are built
out of scrap metal and whatever else can be found to use. Everyone is
in a hurry. The cars have the right of way and believe me—you get
out of the way if you’re on foot. While riding in the “taxi” several
times I had to close my eyes because I didn’t wish to see my death

approach me. Bikes, mopeds, busses, carts, and
walkers are just some of the means of transportation all

squished together on a very narrow roadway, and each
driver I believe makes up his own traffic rules!

As I lived for a short time among the lovely people in the more
tranquil town of Diouloulou, I was amazed and I admired a bit of the
simplicity and difficulty of their way of life. The colors are so vibrant
in both vegetation and clothing. They work hard at what they do, they
are proud of their heritage, education is extremely important, and they
love each other and welcome strangers with open arms, and 1 fell in
love with them. But, along with the beauty of what Senegal has to
offer there is so much darkness. They are steeped in old traditions,
false religions, and dare I say, witchcraft? My heart breaks knowing
that they are lost. That is why we go. Yes—building lasting
friendships and becoming established in the community is all part of
it, but ultimately it is to share the love of Christ and the salvation only
He brings, and discipleship is our purpose.

A friend shared some thoughts that I think are valuable not only when
we are “on mission”, but in our everyday lives. “What matters now is
not what you were, but what you are. The question is now what will
you do with what you are? How will you use what you have for good?...for
Him? He knows, He sees. His grace is sufficient.”

THAT is why a home schooling mom and simple housewife can make
a difference and why I know God is calling me back. Because myself,
and those who trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord have hope, we know
we are redeemed. I want them to know Him too! “The things which
you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the
God of peace will be with you.” Philippians 4:9. Candy Myhre



JUNE ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ladies Scrapbook/Craft night on June 6th from 6:00 p.m. - 12:00 midnight.

VBS Workers: Following the second service on June 1st we will be gathering for a potluck, with a
meeting right after at 1:30.

Church Picnic Do you like to eat? Of course! Come enjoy a picnic at NorthRidge
Fellowship on Saturday, June 7th at 12:00 pm. There will be lots of fun activities for the
children. Sign up in the foyer to bring a dish to share, or just come and bring what
(B you can. Chocolate cake works! VBS registration will also be available at the picnic.
3! Invite family, friends, or neighbors and plan to enjoy an old-fashioned time of good food and
fellowship.
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Men’s LEAD Bible Study is meeting every Wednesday from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Wok and
Grill in Twin Falls. LEAD stands for Leadership, Evangelism, Accountability, and Devotion. Come
whenever you can!

Men—-Plan to attend the men’s camping retreat, Equipping Christian Men to Lead, from the
evening of June 26th to the afternoon of the 28th. We will discuss accountability, leading in the home,
and leading in the church. Sign up in the foyer! If you have to work on the 27th, you can still come
Friday evening. For more information, speak with Chris Myhre.

New Ladies Bible Study—Breaking Free: Making Liberty In Christ a Reality in Life by Beth Moore.
Starts June 22nd in the evening. Contact Mandy Auclaire at 324-3668 for more information. Sign up
before June 13th so that books can be ordered.

HEY KIDS! What did Jesus say is the greatest commandment? Tell Mrs. Brockway, and get a prize!

New Sunday
Morning Studies

New Sunday morning studies!
<?\(>&*\\
&

Hebrews

Chris Myhre

How Can I Change?: Victory in the
Struggle Against Sin
Travis Flick

I Love to Tell the Story: A Study of
Evangelism and Missions

Matt Boyd

Bible Studies begin at
9:30 a.m.
Coffee is provided!

Continue to Pray for One Another

Nearly forty times in the New Testament the
phrase “one another” is linked with a
command that is to be carried out within the
context of our relationships in the church.
These passages serve as key building blocks
with which healthy relationships can be built
within the church body. One such command
is to pray for one another. James instructs us
to “pray for one another” in James 5:16. In
the original language the verb “pray” in this
verse carries with it the idea of continual
action. In other words, the command is to
pray, and to keep on praying, for one
another.

The Apostle Paul provides an excellent
example for us to follow as he was always
praying for other believers throughout the
churches that he ministered to (2 Corinthians
13.7; Ephesians 1:16; Philippians 1.9;
Colossians 1:3; 2 Thessalonians 1:11).

In Colossians 1:9-14 Paul describes how he
has been praying for the Colossian
Christians. His prayer for them instructs us in
six practical ways as we consider how we
should pray for one another:

1) Paul’s love for the Colossians
Christians moved him to pray for them.
Even though at this point in his ministry Paul
had never seen them (2:1), his prayer for
them reveals his heartfelt attitude of love
toward them. Does your love for others

motivate you to pray for them and to take
their needs before God in prayer?

2) Paul prays for them even though in
many respects they are doing good. He
begins his prayer in verse 9 by saying, “for
this reason” which points back to what he
has already stated about them in the previous
verses. Look at Colossians 1:3-6. Paul prays
for them because he has heard about their
faith in Christ, love for all the saints, and that
they are growing in the grace of the Lord.
Paul’s prayers for others were not given only
during times of hardship. Do you pray for
others only when they are experiencing
hardship? When was the last time you prayed
to God on behalf of another person because
of the good that God was doing in their life?

3) Paul knew about the lives of the
Colossian Christians and was therefore
able to pray specifically for their needs.
Epaphras told Paul all about the Colossian
Christians (1:7-8) so he was able to pray for
them in an informed way. We need to know
each other well enough that we can pray and
ask God for specific things in other’s lives.
Do you know other Christians well enough
to pray specifically for their needs? How
specific are your prayers for others?

4) Paul prayed regularly for them. Look at
Colossians 1:3 and 1:9. Paul says he prays
always and without ceasing for the Colossian

Christians. Does that describe how you pray
for other Christians? Are your prayers for
others “hit-and-miss” or do you have
someone that you regularly pray for?

5) Paul tells them that he is praying for
them. This may seem insignificant, but think
of what an encouragement it would be for
someone to know that you are praying for
them. When you pray for someone do you let
them know about it?

6) Paul prays for their spiritual needs.
Many times we are moved to pray for others
when a physical need arises. Read Colossians
1:9-12 and notice what Paul is asking God to
do in the lives of the Colossian believers.
Does this type of “spiritual” need praying
characterize your prayer life? Are your
prayers for others simply for things that are
“physical” and “material” while neglecting
their “spiritual” needs?

Pray for someone within the church this
week. Give them a call or write them a quick
note letting them know that you are praying
for them. Ask someone how you could pray
for them and open up to someone within the
church and ask them to pray for you in a
specific area of your life. As you do, watch
how God answers prayer as we “pray for one
another.”

Pastor Matt



