
happening here: divine access is possible in a way that had 

previously been unknown. What is parted and what is opened 

can be easily closed; what is ripped apart does not easily nor 

quickly go back together. Mark will choose to use that same 

word again in chapter 15 when he describes the curtain of the 

temple being ripped apart from top to bottom at the time of 

Jesus’ death (Mark 15:38). Jesus has come; therefore access to 

God is now possible through Him. 

Among the many other miraculous events at Jesus’ baptism (such 

as the descending of the Spirit to rest upon Jesus) are the words 

that God the Father speaks about His Son. God the Father says to 

Jesus, “You are My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

When Jesus was baptized He was identified with His people and 

when Jesus was baptized He was identified by His Father. And 

God declared that He was pleased with His Son. 

I know the sin in my own life in a way that only I and God know it. I 

know the depth of it and see the ugliness of it in a way that 

others do not. But in Jesus, God is able to say the same thing 

about me that He says about His Son. Because I have committed 

my life to Jesus by faith God is able to say of me, “You are My 

beloved son in whom I am well pleased.” This is possible only in 

Jesus, because in Jesus I am a son of God and because in Jesus I 

am pleasing to God. 

Not in me, not in my best efforts, not in my religion, but only in 

Jesus can God say these things about me, for when He sees me 

He sees His Son who has saved me and given me a right and 

righteous standing before Him. Ephesians 1:6 declares that God 

has made us “accepted in the Beloved.” I am accepted in the 

beloved Son of God, Jesus Christ. God is pleased with Jesus and I 

am accepted before God in Him. 

I like the baptism of Jesus because it marked the beginning of the 

earthly ministry of Jesus that would culminate in His death and 

resurrection. But He began His ministry by identifying with a 

sinner like me so that one day, through faith in Him, God could 

say about me, “This is my beloved son, in whom I am well 

pleased.” All because of Jesus! 

†  Pastor Matt 

I have always loved the story of the baptism of Jesus by John the 

Baptist in the Jordan River. (Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 

3:21-22; John 1:29-34). I think that this is true for several reasons. I 

love seeing all three members of the Trinity together: the Son is 

being baptized, the Holy Spirit is descending and resting upon 

Jesus, and the Father is speaking about the Son. 

I also love the way that Jesus in His baptism is identifying with the 

sinners that He came to save. Unlike the others who were 

coming to be baptized by John as a sign of their repentance 

(Mark 1:4-5), the sinless Jesus has nothing to repent of. Rather, 

Jesus’ baptism was a moment of identification where He 

completely identified with mankind and his sin. Jesus had no sins 

of His own to confess, rather in His baptism He was proclaiming 

His complete identification with mankind’s weakness, nature, 

and sin. Isaiah 53:12 speaks of the coming Messiah and says, “And 

He was numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of 

many.” In Jesus’ baptism He is literally being numbered with the 

transgressors and though sinless He is identifying Himself with 

sinful man. 

Later in chapter 10 of Mark’s Gospel Jesus refers to His sufferings 

and death as a “baptism” (Mark 10:38). I cannot help but think 

that that imagery was in the mind of Jesus as He was baptized by 

John knowing that His identification with sinners would 

ultimately lead to His suffering and death for sinners. 

But I think the thing that moves me the most about the baptism of 

Jesus is what happens after Jesus is baptized. The Gospel writers 

tell us that immediately after Jesus was baptized, the heavens 

were parted or opened. The word translated “parting” in Mark 

1:10 is a word that literally means “to tear open.” We usually 

picture this as a quiet and serene parting of the clouds, but I 

think that it was more like the heavens being ripped apart. Isaiah 

64:1 says, “Oh, that You would rend the heavens! That You would 

come down! That the mountains might shake at Your presence.” 

This verse was being fully answered in the person of Jesus, as 

now access to God was being made possible because of what He 

would do. 

The heavens were “torn apart” to stress that something new is 
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Take the Right Vacation—Summer vacation is here!  It’s a time to relax, a well-deserved break after a 

long year of school.  It’s time to get away from the routine and enjoy a change of pace. 

However, caution must be exercised in our relaxation.  This should not be a vacation from spiritual 

diligence or limiting our time with God.  Peter was concerned that believers in the early church would 

adopt this mentality.   (1 Peter 5:8:  “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 

around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”)  Unfortunately, Satan and his forces don’t take 

a break from their harassment of believers.  This demands that the follower of Jesus be on guard 

constantly.   

Our Bible study and prayer time must still be a priority.  It is of utmost importance to have our quiet 

time with God, so that we might have the strength to resist the attacks of Satan.  Paul writes to the 

believers at Ephesus that prayer was a key element to enable them to be alert.      (Ephesians 6:18:  

“Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all 

perseverance, …”)   

While taking a break (physically) is essential to keep us at our best, the Bible makes it clear that taking 

a break spiritually will be to our detriment.  So, have a great summer, enjoy your time off of school, but 

be sure to make time every day to spend with God and allow Him to use you during your time of 

vacation. 

Important Dates 

June 2:  Youth Event, 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
June 9:  Distribute VBS flyers during Youth Group, 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
June 13 - June 17:  Vacation Bible School (no Youth Group) 
July 11 - July 17:  Sr. High Camp at Shiloh Bible Camp 
� Note that Youth Ministry in June is from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 

Kevin and Gina Bickel 
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Children’s Ministries:  F/3 F/3 F/3 F/3 Wednesday evenings, 6:30pm to 8:00pm  
Sunday School  9:15am-10:15am    ♦   Bible Builders During the 10:30 worship service 

newsletter@nrfellowship.org 
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T r a n s f o r m e d  T r a n s f o r m e d  T r a n s f o r m e d  T r a n s f o r m e d  t o  t o  t o  t o  G l o r i f yG l o r i f yG l o r i f yG l o r i f y             
Teens transformed by Christ, to transform the world, for His glory. 

S a d d l e  R i d g e  Ran c h 
R o u n d i n ’  U p  Q u e s t i o n s  

D r i v i n ’  H o m e  A n s w e r s  
 

S u n d a y ,  J un e  13 t o Th u r s d a y ,  Ju n e  17 

6 :30 pm t o  8 :30 pm 

 
��VBS Workers meeting Sunday June 6th after the morning service.�� 

 

How C a n I H e l p ?  
� Invite your neighbor children to VBS.  Extra registration forms in the 

foyer. 

� Door to Door VBS flyer distribution Wednesday night,  

June 9th 6:30 pm.  Meet at the church. 

� VBS Snack Sign-up sheet in the foyer. 

� Can’t be there every night?  Sign up to be on the Setup or Cleanup 

Crew, sign-up sheets in the foyer. 

� Prayer is a vital role in our ministry of VBS!!  If you would like to be a 

Prayer Warrior for VBS please sign up in the foyer. 



                    Meet        Meet        Meet        Meet            
Gayle BoydGayle BoydGayle BoydGayle Boyd    

 

Where were you born and raised?  
I was born in Walton, New York and grew in up 

Hancock, New York which is in the southern part of 

the state on the Pennsylvania border. 

Who are (or have been) the most influential people 
in your life?  
My husband has been the most influential person in 

that I have been able to grow in Christ with him and 

learn from him. Also the other leaders at Bible Study 

Fellowship (BSF) in Jacksonville, FL had a huge impact 

on me and my Christian growth.   

What is one of your favorite passages and/or books 
of the Bible?  
My favorite verse is 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 because it 

helps me to remember to rejoice always, to prays 

always, to give thanks always, and to remember that 

God is sovereign over all things. My favorite books 

are Acts and Ruth. 

Aside from the Bible, what are your favorite books?  
Singing Through the Night: Courageous Stories of Faith 

from Women in the Persecuted Church, by Anneke 

Comanjen. I also enjoy all of the YWAM books that 

highlight different missionaries throughout the 

world.  

If you were stranded on an island, what four foods 
would you most want to have?   
Pizza, salad, Chinese lo mein, and peanut butter and 

chocolate. 

Who in the Bible do you most identify with?  
I most identify with Ruth: she saw God working in her 

husband's family and she wanted to know their God. 

She would even follow her mother-in-law to an 

unfamiliar place to be a part of God's plan. 

What are the four most interesting places you have 
been to?  
I have lived in seven different states on the East Coast 

(New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts, 

Pennsylvania, Florida, and Kentucky) and Idaho in the 

West. All these were interesting, but my favorite and 

most interesting place to be is Senegal, Africa. 

How did you come to know Christ?  
In 1996 I was 31 years old and living in Florida. While 

attending church I heard the preacher explain who Jesus 

was and how I was a sinner and how Jesus came to 

earth to die on the cross to take my place and pay for 

my sins. By faith I trusted Jesus Christ in September 

of  1996. The truth of the Gospel set me free, changed 

my life, and gave me a peace that I had never before 

known. 

����         An Excerpt From The ClassicsAn Excerpt From The ClassicsAn Excerpt From The ClassicsAn Excerpt From The Classics    

“O Lord, Look Down from Heaven, Behold,” by Martin Luther, 1523 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
260 for the Handbook to the Lutheran Hymnal  

Original spelling and punctuation retained. 
 

O Lord, look down from heaven, behold  

And let Thy pity waken:  

How few are we within Thy Fold,  

Thy saints by men forsaken!  

True faith seems quenched on every hand,  

Men suffer not Thy Word to stand;  

Dark times have us o’ertaken.  

   

With fraud which they themselves invent  

Thy truth they have confounded;  

Their hearts are not with one consent  

On Thy pure doctrine grounded.  

While they parade with outward show,  

They lead the people to and fro,  

In error’s maze astounded.  

   

May God root out all heresy  

And of false teachers rid us  

Who proudly say: “Now, where is he  

That shall our speech forbid us?  

By right or might we shall prevail;  

What we determine cannot fail;  

We own no lord and master.” 

   

Therefore saith God, “I must arise,  

The poor My help are needing;  

To Me ascend My people’s cries,  

And I have heard their pleading.  

For them My saving Word shall fight  

And fearlessly and sharply smite,  

The poor with might defending.” 

   

As silver tried by fire is pure  

From all adulteration,  

So through God’s Word shall men endure  

Each trial and temptation.  

Its light beams brighter through the cross,  

And, purified from human dross,  

It shines through every nation.  

   

Thy truth defend, O God, and stay  

This evil generation;  

And from the error of their way  

Keep Thine own congregation.  

The wicked everywhere abound  

And would Thy little flock confound;  

But Thou art our Salvation.  



Place 

Stamp 

Here 

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:8  

What kind of difference are you making in your workplace and in 
your neighborhood and in those places that God has providentially 
placed you in order for you to be salt and light (Matthew 5:13-16)? 
What kind of relationships are you building so that you can love 
those around you who do not know Jesus as Lord and Savior? How 
are you involved in people’s lives for the sake of the Kingdom and 
for the sake of their eternity? 

Jesus was called a “friend of sinners” by the religious establishment 
of His day. They saw that He spent time in the company of those of 
questionable backgrounds and practices and believed that to be 
scandalous. But I pray that we would be bold enough to live in such 
a way that the same might be said of us.  

While Christians are to clearly look different from the world (John 
17:16; 1 John 2:15) we must live in a way that demonstrates to the 
people of the world that we love them. This is what Jesus did as He 
interacted with those around Him. The religious people of Jesus’ 
day looked down upon sinners; Jesus looked for sinners because He 
came to seek and to save that which was lost (Luke 19:10). 

When Jesus hung out with sinners He did not condone what they 
were doing and their sinful lifestyles, He simply affirmed that these 
people and their lifestyles can be transformed. And He was able to 
hang out with sinners without becoming a sinner Himself. 

So as we seek to live in the world but not look like the world we 
need to avoid two extremes. One extreme is to retreat. This is 
where the only people who we know and hang out with are those 

Sunday Services 
 

9:15 a.m. Bible Study 
10:30 a.m.  Worship 

www.nrfellowship.org 
314 West Ave J 

Jerome, ID 83338 

T o  T h e  E n d s  o f  t h e  E a r t hT o  T h e  E n d s  o f  t h e  E a r t hT o  T h e  E n d s  o f  t h e  E a r t hT o  T h e  E n d s  o f  t h e  E a r t h  

Demonstrating love to  a  lost  world  
like us: they believe like us, live like us, think like us, have the same 
morals that we do, and have the same worldview that we do. This is 
retreat and this is defeat. 

The other extreme is to relax. This is where we begin to look more 
like our unbelieving friends than we do like Jesus. We relax our 
morals and relax our values and the sinners and the culture begin to 
affect us more than we affect them. This is just as dangerous as 
retreat, for while retreat causes there to never be a Christian 
witness, relaxing causes the Christian witness to be tainted and 
therefore ineffective. 

Thankfully Jesus did neither of these. He did not retreat and He 
surely did not relax. Jesus redeemed. And that is what He has called 
us to do as well. Jesus has called us to be salt and to be light, but in 
order to do that I must get out of the salt shaker and into a world 
that needs some salt and that needs the light of the Gospel. 

So I ask again: What kind of difference are you making in your 
workplace and in your neighborhood and in those places that God 
has providentially placed you in order for you to be salt and light? 
What kind of relationships are you building so that you can love 
those around you that do not know Jesus as Lord and Savior? How 
are you involved in people’s lives for the sake of the Kingdom and 
for the sake of their eternity? Let us go and be known as friends of 
sinners so that Jesus might use us to bring redemption to those 
around us! 

Matt Boyd 



JUNE ANNOUNCEMENTJUNE ANNOUNCEMENTJUNE ANNOUNCEMENTJUNE ANNOUNCEMENTSSSS 

who made an eternal covenant with Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob. I AM declares Himself to be 

the Eternal One. All other creatures owe their 

existence to Him. And He has given us His 

name as a memorial. 

Passover—God wants us to remember His 

plan for redemption 

At the Passover in Exodus 12:12-14 we read, 

 For I will pass through the land of Egypt 

on that night, and will strike all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man 

and beast; and against all the gods of 

Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the 

LORD. Now the blood shall be a sign for 

you on the houses where you are. And 

when I see the blood, I will pass over you; 

and the plague shall not be on you to 

destroy you when I strike the land of 

Egypt. So this day shall be to you a 

memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast 

to the LORD throughout your generations. 

You shall keep it as a feast by an 

everlasting ordinance. 

The Passover commemorated God’s 

deliverance of the Israelites from slavery in 

Egypt, but it pointed also to the coming 

Deliverer and Savior of all people-Jesus Christ. 

We see in the young lamb sacrificed in the 

place of the family a type of Christ. Jesus was 

the perfect sacrifice for our sins-sinless and 

perfect. This was therefore an acceptable 

sacrifice to God. God wanted the Passover to 

be remembered by His chosen people for all 

Memorial Day—Remembering those who 

gave their lives 

As our country celebrates Memorial Day with 

a paid day off of work to go camping and 

enjoy the great outdoors, I am bothered with 

hearing that our president would not go to 

Arlington Cemetery to pay a tribute to our 

brave soldiers who gave their lives for this 

country. 

Our dollar reads “One nation under God,” but 

have we become such a self-centered people 

that our focus revolves around the thought-

“What is in it for me?” How can this be in a 

country that was founded on Christian 

principles? Has our country turned its 

collective back on God? 

I AM—God wants us to remember Him 

As I read the Bible, I found that God wanted 

memorials placed to commemorate special 

events. In Exodus 3:14-15 we find, 

And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I 

AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to 

the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me 

to you.’” Moreover God said to Moses, 

“Thus you shall say to the children of 

Israel: ‘The LORD God of you fathers, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. 

This is My name forever, and this is My 

memorial to all generations.’” 

Here the LORD declares His absolute 

existence and declares His relationship to His 

chosen people. He states that He is the God 

Memorializing ~ Not forgetting what is most important 

Ladies Brunch, Saturday, June 26 at 11:00 am at NRF.  Watch the bulletin for 

more information.  Contact Alison Arreaga at 650-8127.   

There are many ways you can still help with VBS:  you can help provide 

snacks, you can pick a time to help with setup or cleanup, or you can be a 

prayer warrior.   See sign-up sheets in the foyer. 

Help distribute VBS Flyers on Wednesday night, June 9th at 6:30 pm. 

Worship in the Park at South Park in Jerome, the last Sunday of June at 6pm. 

Come join with other Jerome Bible-believing churches in the park for 

worship. 

MEN’s LEAD Bible study meets every Wednesday from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm.  

All men are invited to study and eat lunch with us at the Wok and Grill in 

Twin Falls. 

HEY KIDS!   Who was the bald prophet?  Tell Mrs. Brockway, and you will get a 

prize! 

Faith 
 

Faith is not a long series of religious 

performances.  It is not doing a pile of pious 

things either to keep God from being angry 

or to impress others with how dedicated 

you are.  The sooner we believe that and 

start living like that, the quicker we will 

understand the true meaning of the 

Christian life as God planned it—and the 

more contented we will be.  All God asks is 

simple faith. 

Chuck Swindoll 

generations. We now commemorate this 

yearly at Easter. 

Feast of Unleavened Bread—God wants us to 

remember His strong hand of deliverance 

God wants us to know Him. How can we do 

this? By studying His written Word. The Lord 

spoke to Moses in Exodus 13:7-10 describing 

the Feast of Unleavened Bread:  

Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven 

days, and no leavened bread shall be 

seen among you, nor shall leaven be seen 

among you in all your quarters. And you 

shall tell your son in that day, saying, 

“This is done because of what the LORD 

did for me when I came up from Egypt.” 

It shall be as a sign to you on your hand 

and as a memorial between your eyes; 

that the LORD’s law may be in your 

mouth; for with a strong hand the LORD 

has brought you out of Egypt. 

Leaven in the Bible represents sin. This 

memorial illustrates that God’s Word should 

become such a part of our life that it becomes 

an internal reality, allowing us to discern sin. 

God’s instructions were to become a rule for 

one’s life. As Christians, we, at the moment of 

accepting Christ as our personal Savior, have 

the Holy Spirit indwell us and write His Word 

on our heart. For His chosen people in the Old 

Testament, they were to show outward signs 

of being His people. We as Christians have His 

memorial indwelling us, helping to guide us in 

our walk with Christ in this world. 

Rich Henry 


