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Psalm 143:8b

, for I lift up my soul to You.

e will rejoice over you

I must confess that I am not a very good singer.

In fact, my singing is quite bad. It is not that I do

not like to sing; on the contrary I find great

delight in it. The problem is that those who hear

me find absolutely no delight in it. Yet singing is

something that the Bible says we are to do in response to the person

and work of God in our lives. Moses and the Israelites sang “to the

Lord” after He led them through the Red Sea (Exodus 15:1-19).

King David was a mighty warrior, but an even mightier composer

of songs to and about God (2 Samuel 22:1-51). The book of Psalms

is a divine hymnal of praise to God for His mighty works. In the

Old Testament singing was a part of great and historic events, such

as the restoration of the temple (Ezra 3:11), while in the New

Testament singing is a source of instruction for others (Ephesians

5:19; Colossians 3:16). And as the book of Revelation gives us a

glimpse into heaven we see singing there as well as the saints and

the host of angels are gathered around the throne of God praising
Him in song (Revelation 5:8-10, 14:3, 15:3-4).

The Old Testament book of Zephaniah speaks of singing as well.
The majority of the book is taken up with the theme of the coming
day of the Lord when He will judge the peoples of the earth for
their rebellion against Him. God through Zephaniah describes that
day as “a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of
trouble and ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and
blackness” as the peoples of the earth come face-to-face with the
righteousness and justice of God (Zephaniah 1:15). But after two-
and-a-half chapters about God’s coming judgment God says, “Sing,
O daughter of Zion! Shout, O Israell Be glad and rejoice with all
your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!” (3:14). Sing? Up to this point
in the book there has not really been a lot to sing and rejoice about!

But then God gives the reason for their singing, “The LORD has
taken away your judgments, He has cast out your enemy. The King
of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; You shall see disaster no
more” (3:15). Their singing is not based upon wishful
thinking, nor does its foundation rest upon their L
ignoring the circumstances around them.

Their singing flows from the truth that

God’s judgment has been taken away

from His people, their enemies have been

triumphed over by God Himself, and

God’s very presence is with His people. Now that is a reason to
sing!

For those who have a personal saving relationship with Jesus we too
can praise God for those very same things. The judgment of God
has been removed from us because Jesus has taken away and paid
for our sins and rescued us from the wrath of God (Romans 5:8,
8:1, 2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Thessalonians 1:10). Our enemies have
been triumphed over through the finished work of Jesus (Romans
8:37, 1 Corinthians 15:54-57). And now, through Jesus, God is
always present with His people to care for them and to bless them
(Romans 8:31-39, Hebrews 13:5-6).

But the most shocking thing about this passage from Zephaniah is
not that God is calling His people to sing, but the fact that God
Himself is singing! God says, “The LORD your God in your midst,
The Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with gladness,
He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with
singing” (3:17). As God is in the midst of His people that He has
saved, He is rejoicing and singing over them.

If you are like me this seems too good to be true. At first glance it
does not even really make sense. I mean think about it: there is
nothing in me that is worthy of rejoicing. There is nothing about my
life that is song worthy. So how can God rejoice over me with
singing? The answer is found in the fact that “He does not treat us
as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as
high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His love for
those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has He
removed our transgressions from us.” (Psalm 103:10-12). He sings
over me because of the triumphant and sin-removing grace of God
that has been demonstrated in my life through Jesus Christ.

No matter what your musical ability, “break forth in song, rejoice,
and sing praises” (Psalm 98:4). Whether you are a baritone, a bass,
or something in between, “sing praises to God, sing praises; sing
praises to our King, sing praises” (Psalm 47:6). And as you sing
know that in Jesus Christ God is rejoicing and singing over you as
well!

T Pastor Matt
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8:15 a.m. First Service
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2nd, 3rd, and 4th Graders Give Gifts of Eternal Value

For the past 3 months the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade Sunday school class has been
collecting money for Samaritan’s Purse. “Samaritan’s Purse is committed to taking

0 the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ to the nations, as they provide physical assistance
@ to hurting people in His Name.”
o |
S In January, we had collected $75.43. The 1st week of February we discussed
— which gifts the children wanted to send to those people who struggle to survive the
w devastation of poverty, disease, disaster, and war. After a lengthy discussion, they
o decided to purchase 40 Gospel Storybooks, Sports Gear, 5 New Testament Bibles,
Bible Study Lessons for 10 Children, 1 Blanket, 1 Weeks Worth of Milk, 1 “Jesus
= Loves Me” Stuffed Lamb and Feed a Hungry Baby for a Week.
© |

Here are some reasons why the children picked their gifts:

“I chose to give Bibles because many people don’t get Christian literature unless
missionaries give them a Bible.”-Ezra Boyd

“I chose to give sports gear because kids need exercise and it’s a good way for the
g g g y
missionaries to share God’s love with them.”-Aaron Cornwell.

“I chose to give 10 children Bible lessons because when I have a Bible lesson here
at church I think about other children around the world who don’t get Bible lessons
of learn about Jesus.”-Sarah Flick

All of the children in this Sunday school class lovingly gave of their money in the
hopes that children all over the world may come to know the love of Jesus Christ.
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them; for of such is
the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 19:14 NKJV). Our class asks you to pray for the
children who will receive these gifts in hopes that one day they will come to know the
saving grace of Jesus Christ.

Children’s M

Helping Children Become God-Focused Believers Through Essential Christian Truth

Kim Flick

Children’s Ministries: Kids 4 Truth Wednesday evenings, 6:15pm to 7:45pm
Sunday School 9:30am-10:20am ¢ Bible Builders During the 10:30 Worship Service

H>0 Youth Ministry

John 4:13-14

Thanks

possible. It was a great success. I believe everyone enjoyed themselves and we are looking forward

We would like to thank all the people who helped make this year’s valentine’s banquet

to a bigger and better valentine’s banquet next year.

Prayers for Spring Break Project I would ask for prayers for our youth ministry as we get ready
to do a service project over spring break. We will be teaming up with some youth from Eastside

Baptist Church in Twin Falls to do this community project.

Planning for Summer Project Also I would ask for prayers for our summer project, which will
involve more than the youth. We will need the help from a great number of people from the
church body. Basically, it’s going to be an outreach project to reach the town of Jerome. We will be
trying to reach people of all ages. We will try to hold this event on a Saturday, hopefully in June or
July at a park in Jerome. We are trying to have it at the park in Jerome so we can go to the people,
just like Jesus did in his ministry. Jesus gave us a command in Matthew 28:18-20 to go and tell

people about Him, and I hope this event will make it easier for people to do just that.

Thanks, Shannon Pharaoh
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FROM THE CREATORS OFFACING QHE GIANTS

FIREPRC

Where were you born and raised?

I was born on planet Earth and raised on its land.
More specifically, Las Vegas and raised in San
Diego. Note: I do not recommend either in
considering residence.

Who are (or have been) the most influential
people in your life?

My father figure in California has been most
influential, and the others have been and still are
Ozzy Osborne, Bernie Madoff, O] Simpson, and
Steve Urkel. They have taught me, through their
examples, how Nnot to live my life (except Dad of
course).

What is one of your favorite passages and/or
books of the Bible?

Most certainly James, for obvious reasons, but as
for the actual content of the book it would be
Proverbs. My favorite verse is Proverbs 3:3.

Aside from the Bible, what are your favorite
books?

Mad Libs and anything about history or field-
related education, such as how things work. I like
the “Aside from the Bible,” in the question, as
that would have been my first choice. Maybe not
as a kid, but more when I really heard the words
within it.

If you were stranded on an island, what four
foods would you most want to have?

Tacos from the Taco Bus, French fties, salad, and
hash browns. All would go well being surrounded
by plenty of salt and water to drink. (Don’t eeeewe,
either because it is all going to mix in your belly
anyways.)

Who in the Bible do you most identify with?

James. However, I wish it was Jesus as He is the
example of how we all should live out our lives.

What are the four most interesting places you
have been to?

Shamu’s fish tank (Sea World), King Kong’s lair,
and Star Wars Battleship (Universal Studios). Oh,
and McDonald’s playground.

How did you come to know Christ?

Through a little information card in the back of a
chair at a really big church. Well, it seemed big as
I was about 12. You will understand this more if

ever you hear my testimony.

Building a Godly
Foundation for Marriage

From the creators of Facing the Giants comes Fireproof, a movie about a
marriage on the brink of divorce. Captain Caleb Holt (Kirk Cameron) doesn’t
understand how he can be a hero to everyone but his wife. He feels he doesn’t
get the respect he deserves, and she feels unappreciated and unloved. After a
very explosive argument it seems the only answer is divorce. Caleb’s father
gives him a dare: a 40 day experiment to try and save his marriage. Although
Caleb has already given up hope, he agrees out of respect for his father. Then
he starts his journey to win back the heart of his wife, Catherine (Erin Bethea).
Caleb soon realizes that before he can repair the relationship with his wife he
must first face his relationship with God. You will laugh and cry as you join
Caleb on his love dare journey. (A note to patrents: the argument scene at the

beginning of the movie is very intense and you may want to watch it first.)

We watched Fireproof with the company of Pastor Matt and Gayle, and
Matt and Diane Harbaugh. Although Pastor Matt, Ryan and Matt would not
admit it, they were struck with emotional gulps and possibly a few tears as
well. The events in Fireproof definitely hit home for Ryan and I, as there were
many moments that reminded us of the kind of relationship we used to have
and at times still have when we allow sin to take over. Ryan pointed out that
early in the movie when there were scenes of anger and destruction, it made
him feel ashamed and disappointed in himself. Although you may not relate to
their relationship struggles as we have, I do believe there is a lesson to be

learned for everyone if you keep your heart open as you watch this movie.

Along with the movie, they have released The Love Dare book. My husband
and I have had the pleasure of going through this book together. It has been
an amazing tool for us to see what God has intended marriage to be. It helps
you learn how to lead your heart instead of follow it. Everyday it takes you
through a different aspect of love such as patience, kindness, and forgiveness.
It quotes Scripture and explains how to apply it to that aspect of love, and it
then gives you a specific dare to do to your spouse. Some dares are easy and
others are more difficult and intense. We have learned a lot about each other
and our relationship with God. The most important thing that The Love Dare
teaches is that to have a good marriage, you must first understand how to love

someone and that comes from the source of unconditional love — God.

Ryan and I strongly suggest that everyone watch Fireproof as well as read
The Love Dare, whether you are single, young, old, need a comforting movie
and book to read with your spouse, or would just like a gentle reminder that
God lives and is working in all of us all of the time. These are tools created by
God and if your heart is truly in your marriage or relationship with God you

can benefit.

Ryan & Jennifer Maughan
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To The Ends of the Earth

H ow BeaUtifU I the feet of those who go

Dear Partners in Ministry,

We thank God for your prayers during our trip from the U.S. to
Senegal. Everything went very smoothly. The flight from Dakar to
Ziguinchor was running so we were able to arrive in Diouloulou at
about 1:30 on Friday the 30th.

The apartment was ready and our bags were all intact. To our
surprise, Mr. Diatta also had an outdoor, enclosed kitchen built for us
that has a lockable door and a sink with running water installed!

Sunday we spent time at Moctar and Fatou’s home. The family was
going to attend a Jola celebration that afternoon and invited us to go
along. We hiked about three miles to another village and observed the
dance and custom of the people. It was very interesting and very loud.
This celebration happens every thirty years.

The students were on strike when we arrived, but we were asked to
come to the English club which met on Monday afternoon. After the
club, we talked to Theophilous and he said he would come the next day
for a Bible study. At about 10:30 Tuesday morning he came with a
friend, Jean. We were able to go through a French tract with them and
answer their questions about what the Bible said concerning prayer.
(They are both Catholic and wanted to know why we did not pray to
Mary and other saints.) They said that they would return to talk more.
Please be in prayer for these young men.

As we were on our way to school one day we passed two young men
sitting in a yard. They were the twins who played the drums, Ousseynou
and Assane. The last time we saw them they had extremely long
dreadlocks and knit hats, but now their heads were shaved in
preparation for their village’s Jola celebration.

That afternoon, Kevin went to the basketball court and started talking
with some of the young men there. He showed them some things to
correct what they were doing and soon had a group of about 16 young
people asking to show them some drills. This lasted until dark (about
2 % hrs.)) afterward, they asked him to coach their team. They have a
game with a neighboring village on the 14th. Pray that Kevin will have
the opportunity to speak to some of these players about Christ. He is
going to try to incorporate some Bible teaching into each practice.

Eric, the English teacher who lives on the other side of our
apartment, has been a great help. He has interpreted for us several times
and has come over to talk many times during our time thus far. He also
asked Gina to teach a portion of his English class on the 10th. The topic
is, “the role of women in the home.” Pray that the students will ask
questions that will allow her to bring the Bible into the conversation.

Please continue to be in prayer for the following:

e for us to learn more of the language (our landlord’s daughter,

Khadidiatou, (kah di ja too) has been giving us lessons)

« for continued opportunities to be in the school and English club
« for open doors with individuals to share Christ

We would like to thank all of you, once again, for keeping us and this
ministry in your prayers.

In His Service,

Kevin and Gina

This article is excerpted from the Bickel’s recent ministry letter. For the complete text plus
photos, please see the bulletin board in the foyer at NorthRidge Fellowship.



MARCH ANNOUNCEMENTS [

MEN, come join the LEAD Bible Study every Wednesday from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.
at the Wok and Grill in Twin Falls. Come study Disciplines of a Godly Man by Kent
Hughes.

Ladies Scrap/Craft night on Friday, March 6th from 6:00 p.m. to 12:00 am. Come
enjoy the fellowship and help us prepare for our summer VBS.

Be in prayer for Kevin and Gina Bickel as they continue to minister the Gospel in
Diouloulou, Senegal. Keep their children Zac and Jessica in your prayers!

Contact Robert Kohler at 324-3545 or Candy Myhre at 644-6421 if you know of
community service needs that NorthRidge can help with.

To receive the newsletter as a PDF in email, please send a request to
newsletter@nrfellowship.org and you will be added to the Navigator email list.

HEY KIDS! What did David do with his sword while he slung the stone at Goliath?
Tell Mrs. Brockway, and you will get a prize!

—_—

Jerome Jail Ministry

Please be in prayer for our ministry to the
inmates of the Jerome County Jail. God has
opened up for us a great opportunity to lead
a Bible study with the inmates each week.
Thus far many have received Bibles and as
many as two-thirds of the inmates have
taken part in our Bible study. Be in prayer
every Thursday from 7:00-9:30 for the study
and for those men that attend. Pray that
their hearts would be open and receptive to
hear the Gospel and that God would do a
work of transformation in their hearts. Jesus
said, “Therefore if the Son makes you free,
you shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). Pray
that even while behind bars these men
would come to know the freedom that only
Jesus and the Gospel can bring!

__

Being Defined as a Follower of Christ

Recently, as most of you know, we had a
Valentine’s Day banquet at the church. This
is an annual event sponsored by the youth. It
is always an enjoyable evening and | always
look forward to the entertainment that the
youth provide. This year they did a skit of
the Newlywed Game, dressing and acting as
four couples from the church. From how
they dressed and from how they answered
the various questions, you could guess who
they were imitating, although I am still not
sure who Mr. and Mrs. Slick were supposed
to represent. It made me realize, what a
glorious thing the body of Christ truly is.
God has equipped each of us with diverse
talents, interests, backgrounds, and families,
yet we all have one defining characteristic in
common; we are followers of Christ. As
such, there is only one simple truth that
should motivate all that we do and affect
every part of who we are. That truth is that
Christ and His gospel should come first in
our lives.

Join a Sunday Morning
Bible Study!

Acts
Travis Flick

The Exemplary Husband
Chris Myhre

The Excellent Wife
Candy Myhre

Bible Studies Begin at 9:30 am

Sadly, many times we are not defined by that
truth. We are not living by what matters
most. Those around us cannot see who we
really are or who we are supposed to be
imitating. We lose our focus in the midst of
a busy schedule and the demands of work
and family. It has been said that Satan
cannot separate us from Christ, but he can
make us so distracted that we become
ineffective. We need to earn a living, as well
as love and care for our families, but only
one thing can be of first importance to us.
Christ explains it best in Luke 14:33. He says
“...whoever of you does not forsake all that
he has cannot be My disciple.” Earlier in
verse 26 he says that anyone who *“...does
not hate his father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his
own life also, cannot be My disciple.” To
“hate” one’s family and even one’s life is
rhetorical. It does not mean we literally hate
our families or ourselves. It refers to desiring
something less than something else. The
essence of being a follower of Christ is
giving Christ first place in all things.

As followers of Christ, periodically we need
to stop and honestly ask ourselves, what is
the most important thing in our lives? What
is the main thing that defines us? If our
answer is not Christ, we need to reevaluate
our priorities. It is truly a race we struggle
with every day and as such we should be
training every day. Many times we are
focusing on our own circumstances and not
on Christ.

We do not need to despair however, because
God is faithful even when we are faithless.
We have encouragement from the

Chyrist has done
everything
necessary for us to

endure in our faith.

173

Scriptures. Hebrews 12:1-2 says: “...since
we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and
the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let
us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and
finisher of our faith, who for the joy that
was set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.” We need
to consistently focus on Christ instead of
our circumstances. Christ has done
everything necessary for us to endure in our
faith. He is our example. He focused on the
“joy that was set before Him” rather than
the suffering on the cross. His attention was
on the crown not the suffering. We want
those around us to be able to identify us as
followers of Christ; not just by what we say,
but by how we live our lives.

Please pray that we keep Christ central in all
that we do, as individuals and as a church
body, so we will not steal Christ’s glory and
we can be like Paul in Galatians 6:14: “But
God forbid that I should boast except in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
world has been crucified to me and | to the
world.”

Travis Flick



