
our perspective, but that is not God’s perspective. Our 

uncertainty concerning the future is only an apparent 

uncertainty; everything is certain to the God that we are called to 

trust. 

But all of this is a matter of perspective. It all derives from how one 

sees things: do you see by merely sight or do you see by faith? 

Fear sees only the uncertainty and the unanswered questions 

and the range of options. Faith sees only God. The Apostle Paul 

called this “walking by faith and not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7). 

Walking by sight does not require a lot of faith. When you walk 

by sight you have things seemingly figured out and there is a fail-

proof plan that you have come up with and there 

are safety nets galore around 

you to catch you if you have 

made a miscalculation 

somewhere. When we walk by 

sight we have a tendency to trust ourselves and 

others and not to lean heavily and desperately upon God. 

When you walk by faith you do not walk by sight. You cannot do 

both: to walk by faith is not to walk by sight. Most things that we 

do in life we structure to ensure that we do not have to walk by 

faith. But God expects His people to walk and live and think and 

make decisions that are a living out of their trust in Him and not a 

denial of it. And walking by faith is what is pleasing to the Lord 

because it is a demonstration of a person’s trust in the Lord. Two 

verses later in 2 Corinthians Paul writes, “Therefore we also have 

as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to 

Him” (2 Corinthians 5:9). Trusting God pleases God.  

As a matter of fact, it is the only way to please God. Hebrews 11:6 

says, “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 

comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder 

of those who diligently seek Him.” If I am not walking by faith I 

am either trusting in myself or I am walking in unbelief and 

neither is pleasing to God. Walking by faith realizes that the goal 

of the Christian life is not to know the plan of God, but to know 

God Himself and to be one who “diligently seeks Him.”   

So what do you do when you come to a crossroads and are not sure 

where to go? You trust God and you walk by faith. And you 

realize that the plan of God is not about a plan, it is about a 

Person and knowing Him (2 Peter 3:18).                                                        

†  Pastor Matt 

We know from Scripture and from personal experience that God 

leads and directs His people. The main way that He does so is by 

His Spirit working through His Word the Bible. God’s will is mainly 

revealed in His Word as we embrace it, know it, internalize it, and 

come to know more about the mind and the heart of God 

through it as we conform our lives to what it says. Any means of 

seeking the will of God that does not involve the rigorous, 

regular, and systematic study of the Word of God is flawed and is 

a potential recipe for disaster. 

God also leads His people through the godly counsel of others who 

are studying and loving and embracing and living God’s Word. 

There is wisdom in a multitude of counselors 

provided that the multitude 

know the Word of God. 

It is also true that God 

sometimes leads through 

circumstances that we seek to interpret through the 

lens of the Word of God. God sometimes does close doors and 

open doors and these are indeed factors (not sole factors, but 

factors) in determining His leadership for our lives. 

God uses these and other means to lead and guide His people; the 

list could certainly go on. To think that God does not lead His 

people would be unbiblical and contrary to the experience of 

most Christians. But as God leads His people, He rarely (if ever) 

leads them in a way that does not call for faith. And while the 

way that God leads His people is important, it is not nearly as 

important as how God’s people trust their God. 

Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 

the evidence of things not seen.” This faith does not find its 

anchor in what is known and understood and what can be 

checked out and mapped or planned. The anchor for this faith 

and this trust is the person and the promises of God: Who He is 

and what He has said He will accomplish. This kind of faith 

enables the Christian to press on steadfastly even when he does 

not know what the future holds for him. And he presses on not 

because he understands or trusts the future, but because he 

understands and trusts God who firmly holds the future. Faith 

knows that God can be relied upon and trusted.  

Faith clings to God when you do not know how things are going to 

shake out and where exactly you are going. Let’s be honest: 

most of life from our perspective is absolutely uncertain. That is 
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We Know It, Now What? 

As many of you know, we have been studying through Romans 12 on Wednesday nights.  This chapter 

contains many characteristics that should be seen in the life of the believer. 

The danger, with any study of the Bible, is to make it simply an academic exercise.  If we only learn 

what to do, but don’t act upon it, we have wasted our time.  God gave us this information so that we 

could put it into practice and, with the help of the Holy Spirit, be more conformed to the image of 

Christ.   

This was the situation that was addressed by James in his letter to the early church:  “But be doers of 

the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a 

doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror.    For he looks at himself and 

goes away and at once forgets what he was like.  But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law 

of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his 

doing”  (James 1:22-25).    

James tells his readers that they must put what they have learned into practice if they want to be 

blessed by God.  If we want the world to see a difference in us, it will only happen when we live our 

lives according to the direction that God has given us. 

If a person went to medical school for eight or more years and got their degree to practice medicine, 

but never helped anyone who was in need, we would consider that a great waste.  So, while it is great 

to study what the Bible has to say to us, study alone isn’t good enough.  We must take what we learn 

and live our lives accordingly. 

Kevin and Gina Bickel 
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Children’s Ministries:  F/3 F/3 F/3 F/3 Wednesday evenings, 6:30pm to 8:00pm  
Sunday School  9:15am-10:15am    ♦   Bible Builders During the 10:30 worship service 

newsletter@nrfellowship.org 
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T r a n s f o r m e d  T r a n s f o r m e d  T r a n s f o r m e d  T r a n s f o r m e d  t o  t o  t o  t o  G l o r i f yG l o r i f yG l o r i f yG l o r i f y             
Teens transformed by Christ, to transform the world, for His glory. 

S a d d l e  R i d g e  Ran c h 
R o u n d i n ’  U p  Q u e s t i o n s  

D r i v i n ’  H o m e  A n s w e r s  
 
Saddle up for VBS 2010 where kids will be ridin’ the range and roundin’ up 

questions like: “What is God's plan for me?” and “How can I be like Jesus?” 

At the end of the day, they'll discover that God's Word has all the answers. 

 

S u n d a y ,  J un e  13 t o Th u r s d a y ,  Ju n e  17 

6 :30 pm t o  8 :30 pm 
 

 

James 1:5:  Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives 

to all generously and without criticizing, and it will be given to him. (HCSB®) 

 

How C a n I H e l p ?  
Interested volunteers can report to Kevin Bickel 

To help with decorations, attend the craft night in May 



                    Meet        Meet        Meet        Meet            
Jeff  PhillipsJeff  PhillipsJeff  PhillipsJeff  Phillips    

 

Where were you born and raised?  

I was born in Delano, California, and have lived all 

over California, then Jerome, Richfield, and Rupert, 

Idaho. 

Who are (or have been) the most influential 

people in your life?  

My father Tyrone Phillips Sr., and my Uncle Otis.   

What is one of your favorite passages and/or 

books of the Bible?  

Romans, Colossians, and Hebrews. 

Aside from the Bible, what are your favorite 

books?  

Wonderful Spirit Filled Life, Bait of Satan, 7 Habits of 

Highly Effective People.  

If you were stranded on an island, what four 

foods would you most want to have?   

Veggies ‘cause they wouldn't be there, cold cereal, 

baked goods, and sandwiches. 

Who in the Bible do you most identify with?  

Peter.  He’s outspoken, reacts rather than responds, 

and he is a man of great faith. 

What are the four most interesting places you 

have been to?  

Yellowstone, Mt. Shasta, Virginia, Washington D.C. 

How did you come to know Christ?  

He called my name in a jail cell 1992.  I was a drug 

dealer, drunkard, creep.  Jesus saved a wretch like me! 

����         An Excerpt From The ClassicsAn Excerpt From The ClassicsAn Excerpt From The ClassicsAn Excerpt From The Classics    

Excerpted from “Christian Knowledge,” by Jonathan Edwards, 1703-1758. 

Directions for the acquisition of Christian knowledge 

1. Be assiduous in reading the Holy Scriptures. This is the fountain whence all 

knowledge in divinity must be derived. 

Therefore let not this treasure lie by you neglected. Every man of common 

understanding who can read, may, if he please, become well acquainted with the 

Scriptures. And what an excellent attainment would this be! 

2. Content not yourselves with only a cursory reading, without regarding the sense. 

When you read, observe what you read. Observe how things come in. Take notice 

of the drift of the discourse, and compare one scripture with another. For the 

Scripture, by the harmony of its different parts, casts great light upon itself.--We 

are expressly directed by Christ, to search the Scriptures, which evidently intends 

something more than a mere cursory reading. And use means to find out the 

meaning of the Scripture. When you have it explained in the preaching of the 

word, take notice of it; and if at any time a scripture that you did not understand 

be cleared up to your satisfaction, mark it, lay it up, and if possible remember it. 

3. Procure, and diligently use, other books which may help you to grow in this 

knowledge. There are many excellent books extant, which might greatly forward 

you in this knowledge, and afford you a very profitable and pleasant entertainment 

in your leisure hours.  

4. Improve conversation with others to this end. How much might persons 

promote each other's knowledge in divine things, if they would improve 

conversation as they might; if men that are ignorant were not ashamed to show 

their ignorance, and were willing to learn of others; if those that have knowledge 

would communicate it, without pride and ostentation; and if all were more 

disposed to enter on such conversation as would be for their mutual edification 

and instruction. 

5. Seek not to grow in knowledge chiefly for the sake of applause, and to enable 

you to dispute with others; but seek it for the benefit of your souls, and in order to 

practice.--If applause be your end, you will not be so likely to be led to the 

knowledge of the truth, but may justly, as often is the case of those who are proud 

of their knowledge, be led into error to your own perdition. This being your end, if 

you should obtain much rational knowledge, it would not be likely to be of any 

benefit to you, but would puff you up with pride: 1 Cor. viii. 1. “Knowledge 

puffeth up.” 

6. Seek to God, that he would direct you, and bless you, in this pursuit after 

knowledge. This is the apostle’s direction, James i. 5. “If any man lack wisdom, let 

him ask it of God, who giveth to all liberally, and upbraideth not.” God is the 

fountain of all divine knowledge: Prov. ii. 6. “The Lord giveth wisdom: out of his 

mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.” Labour to be sensible of your own 

blindness and ignorance, and your need of the help of God, lest you be led into 

error, instead of true knowledge: 1 Cor. iii. 18. “If any man would be wise, let him 

become a fool, that he may be wise.” 

7. Practice according to what knowledge you have. This will be the way to know 

more. The psalmist warmly recommends this way of seeking knowledge in divine 

truth, from his own experience: Psal. cxix. 100. “I understand more than the 

ancients, because I keep thy precepts.” Christ also recommends the same: John vii. 

17. “If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of 

God, or whether I speak of myself.” 

Original spelling and punctuation retained. 

Complete sermon:  http://www.ccel.org/ccel/edwards/sermons.knowledge.html 

A note from mmm-BELLY-may Days Blog (serving in 

West Africa, telling Bible stories to the people): 

 

 About a month ago, I tested the story of the first 

time people disobeyed God with an old man who said he 

had never set foot in a church.  This was the first part of 

God's story he's ever heard.  Already an amazing honor for 

me to be part of that! 

 

The story ends with God telling the people all the hard 

things they'll have to experience because they disobeyed.  

It's pretty harsh.  Not a happy happy feel good story at all.  

After it was over, I asked the man some questions to see if 

the story was well crafted and clear. When I asked him why 

God made clothes for the man and the woman, he said, 

“Because God loved them so much that he just couldn't 

leave them the way they were.”  Wow.    

“ 

” 
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“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:8  

How many times have you been to Senegal, Africa?   

I have had the privilege of going only once so far. 

What was it that made you want to go the first time?  

I felt the Lord calling me to go to Senegal to meet my brothers and 
sister in Christ. I wanted to go the first time I heard Pastor Matt 
preaching about Diouloulou. 

What was the most shocking experience that you had in Senegal?   

The most was a twofold thing; it was the dedication of the elders of 
the Diouloulou church and the acceptance and friendliness of the 
people of Diouloulou. 

What was the most memorable experience you had in Senegal?   

When we had to get a taxi in Dakar and endure the 10 hour pothole 
road trip through Senegal, and also going through the Gambia. I’m 
really thankful for Lee & Donelle Kauffman caring for all our needs 
when we arrived in Bougoutoub. 

Who is the most memorable person who you ministered to in 
Senegal and why?   

I would say that would have to be John the Baptist because of  
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Dan Zortman returns  f rom Senegal  
his enthusiasm to embrace Christianity and his willingness to accept 
correction and reproof. 

Knowing that pictures only tell part of the story, what one thing 
do you wish the people of NRF could see with their own eyes in 
Senegal?  

That would be the love between the brothers and sisters of the 
church of Diouloulou. 

What is your prayer for the people of Diouloulou, Senegal?   

My prayer would be that the members of Northridge Fellowship  
would  pray continually for the new believers and for the 
persecution that they must endure to be Christians in Senegal. 

After traveling to Senegal to minister on this occasion do you feel 
that NRF is making a difference? Why?  

Yes, yes, and yes. Because no one  is sharing the Gospel in this 
region and because of the success of the ministry that is taking 
place  there. 

What would you say to those who are praying about and 
considering going on a mission trip to Senegal?   

I would say if you feel the Lord is calling you then just do it! 



MAY ANNOUNCEMENTMAY ANNOUNCEMENTMAY ANNOUNCEMENTMAY ANNOUNCEMENTSSSS 

Later, the disciples told Thomas of the events 
of that night, but Thomas did not believe 
them.  Even after the disciples insisted that 
Jesus appeared among them on the night of 
His resurrection, Thomas was still cynical.  
Eight days passed.  This time Thomas joined 
the other disciples, again behind locked doors.  
Jesus suddenly appeared in the manner He did 
on the first night.  After greeting them, Jesus 
went straight to Thomas and showed him the 
proof he demanded earlier.   

Jesus did not scold Thomas for his doubts.  He 
simply urged Thomas to relinquish his doubts 
and believe.  This is a comforting observation 
for all of us whose faith wavers from time to 
time. Thomas responded to Jesus in the only 
logical fashion.  He confessed before his 
fellow disciples in the room that Jesus was his 
Lord and God.    

Thomas’s friends presented him with the 
facts, so he had the “head knowledge.”  Jesus 
was alive and had appeared to them.  But 
those facts did not become “heart 
knowledge” until Thomas personally 
encountered Jesus.  Faith means we cannot 
see the outcome, we are not sure of what lies 
ahead, but we are convinced of the reality of 
God (Hebrews 11:1). 

In the Bible we have many examples of 
individual people’s faith during times of 

I was told once that I should never allow my 
circumstances to dictate my attitude.  This 
would appear to be good advice.  
Circumstances have a funny way of changing 
unexpectedly.  Many times they change in 
what would appear negative, according to the 
world.  Those who do not have faith cannot 
see past the circumstances of the physical 
world around them.  Their vision is limited by 
their temporary circumstances and they are 
blind to what God is doing.  Faith is never 
easy, but the more convinced we are of the 
reality of a God who is in control of everything 
and is all good, the more our trust will grow 
and the less we will be overwhelmed by our 
circumstances. 

Sometimes we encounter circumstances in 
our lives that make us feel like Thomas when it 
comes to faith.  Following Jesus’ arrest the 
disciples scattered (Matthew 26:56).  Their 
circumstances had dramatically changed in a 
very short period of time.  Later, the disciples 
had gathered behind locked doors (John 
20:19) due to fearing the Jews.   Jesus, 
resurrected but no longer physically 
constrained by solid walls or locks, appeared 
in the room and showed His disciples His 
wounds (Luke 24:41-43).  Thomas was absent 
at this first gathering, possibly due to 
apprehension about being seen with the other 
disciples on the night of Jesus’ resurrection.  

Faith ~ Faith ~ Faith ~ Faith ~ Convinced of God’s Sovereignty Convinced of God’s Sovereignty Convinced of God’s Sovereignty Convinced of God’s Sovereignty     

Wouldn’t you love to hear John Doherty preach the Word?  Hey, you can!  

Come to Cowboy Church on Friday, May 21 at 7:00 pm.   

Church Yard Sale: May 15. Start cleaning those closets, attics, and basements 

for any unwanted but still desirable items that you can donate to the 

church yard sale. All proceeds benefit missions. Volunteers are needed to 

make this successful. If you can help please see Teresa Kaufman.  

MEN’s LEAD Bible study meets every Wednesday from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm.  

All men are invited to study and eat lunch with us at the Wok and Grill in 

Twin Falls. 

HEY KIDS!   How many books are in the Bible?  Tell Mrs. Brockway, and you 

will get a prize! 

The Bible 
No book has been more hated.  It’s been 

criticized for two thousand years, yet it has 

an incredible way of outliving its enemies. 

The Roman emperor Diocletian, for 

example, issued an edict demanding every 

Bible on earth be destroyed, along with the 

people who owned them.  But within 

twenty-five years, Diocletian was gone and 

Rome was paying for the publication of 

more Bibles. 

The French skeptic Voltaire predicted 

that within a hundred years of his death the 

Bible would be a forgotten book.  Within 

fifty years of Voltaire’s death, however, the 

Geneva Bible Society was using his house to 

publish Bibles for Europe. 

Robert J. Morgan 

discouragement.  The Jewish Christians to 
whom the letter of Hebrews was written were 
discouraged by their circumstances.  
Christianity was tough.  They had to set aside 
centuries of tradition and bear the wrath of 
the Jewish religious establishment.  Many 
converts were ready to turn back and leave 
the uncharted waters of faith for the 
comfortable, familiar life of works.  They had a 
choice.  They could depend on the Law or 
follow Jesus.  In chapter 11, the writer of 
Hebrews demonstrated for them the 
superiority of faith.  He used the “Heroes of 
Faith” as an encouragement.  Even when the 
characters of chapter 11 did not know what 
their future would hold, they knew who held 
it.   

Faith means clinging to the hope that God will 
eventually triumph and He will reward those 
who have sought after Him (Hebrews 11:6).  
Faith itself proves that what is unseen is real, 
such as the believer’s rewards at the return of 
Christ (2 Corinthians 4:18).  And so we obey. 
Even when yielding to God’s will is hard. 

It was obedience that qualified the characters 
in chapter 11 as people of great faith.  
Abraham believed God.  Consequently, he 
obeyed him, regardless of the consequences.  
It is this kind of trust that pleases God.  He did 
God’s bidding, even when submitting was 
hard. Our hope is the same today as it was for 
Abraham.  His hope was in God’s strength and 
in His faithfulness.  In that hope we can all find 
the strength to endure, whatever the 
circumstance. 

Travis Flick 

Faith means we cannot see the outcome, we are not sure of Faith means we cannot see the outcome, we are not sure of Faith means we cannot see the outcome, we are not sure of Faith means we cannot see the outcome, we are not sure of 

what lies ahead, but we are what lies ahead, but we are what lies ahead, but we are what lies ahead, but we are convinced  convinced  convinced  convinced  of the reality of God. of the reality of God. of the reality of God. of the reality of God.  


