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Acts Chapter 29—The book of Acts
chronicles the birth of the church and the spread of the Gospel
throughout the ancient world. In the book of Acts we are introduced
to amazing servants of God such as Paul, Barnabas, and Stephen, as
well as given insider views of the Spirit-empowered work of the
disciples that we met in the Gospels such as Peter and John. Acts
begins with the final departing commission given by the Lord Jesus
to take the Gospel to “the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8) and concludes
with Paul imprisoned in Rome still preaching the Gospel and looking
forward to his future travels to those who have yet to hear the
Gospel message.

But there is something about the book of Acts that seems a bit
incomplete. As chapter 28, the final chapter of Acts, comes to a close
there are many loose ends that seem to be in need of tying up and
numerous questions that remain unanswered. Does Paul leave his
Roman prison cell? Does he ever make it to Spain (Romans 15:24,
28)? What about the other Apostles? Where were the next missionaty
efforts focused? With all of these curiosities left unresolved in the
inspired pages of Scripture, if Acts were a movie we would anticipate
a sequel!

But the conclusion of the book of Acts in this way allows us to be
characters in God’s continued work of Kingdom expansion. While
the book of Acts is surely and finally completed, the work of Acts
continues to this day. The Gospel continues to spread and lives
continue to be changed by the transforming message of the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. And God has called us to be a
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To The Ends of the Earth

part of this work that He has been orchestrating for nearly 2,000
years.

As NorthRidge Fellowship seeks to take the Gospel to the ends of
the earth our mission focus has been upon the Jola-Fonyi people of
southern Senegal, West Africa in a region known as the Casamance.
There are approximately 315,000 Jola-Fonyi people living in the
Casamance and over ninety percent of these are Muslim. Most
practice what is known as “Folk Islam” which is a veneer of Islamic
practices mixed with their traditional ancient animistic beliefs.
NorthRidge’s work among the Jola-Fonyi has led us to adopt a village
called Diouloulou for prayer and evangelism. This November a team
from NorthRidge will be making our third trip to the village where
we will work in the high schools, lead Bible studies, and seek to share
the Good News of Jesus Christ with a people that have been blinded
to the truth of the Gospel (2 Corinthians 4:3-6).

While not everyone can travel to Africa to minister to the Jola-Fonyi
people, everyone can have a part. It has been said that there are three
types of people when it comes to missions: those that go, those that
are passionate to send others through their prayers and support, and
those who are disobedient to Jesus’ command to take the Gospel to
the people of world (Matthew 28:18-20).

We are living out the last chapter of the book of Acts, a chapter that
will conclude with the return of Jesus Christ and the culmination of
human history. Until that last period is added and the book is forever
closed, may we be about the Lord’s work as we take the Gospel to
the ends of the earth and to a people who have never heard!





