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Cause me to know the way in which I should walk, for I lift up my soul to You.

Psalm 145:8b

All-Satistfying Contentment in Christ

There is litle doubt that our society suffers from a lack of
contentment. Many families bury themselves in debt as they seek to
keep pace with the proverbial Joneses. Many individuals move from
job to job and career to career in search of more pay, better benefits,
and the brass ring that always seems just out of reach. Marital
discontentment causes many to hope for greener grass in another
relationship. And rampant materialism permeates nearly every facet
of American life. All the while the virtue of contentment is nowhere
to be found.

Thankfully God’s Word, the Bible, addresses these pressing issues
and the penetrating words that the Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy
are just as relevant today as they were nearly 2,000 years ago when he
penned them. Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 6:6-10: “Now godliness with
contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world,
and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and
clothing, with these we shall be content. But those who desire to be
rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and
harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have
strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows.”

A few verses later Paul would continue by writing, “Command those
who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in
uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things
to enjoy. Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to
give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation
for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life” (1
Timothy 6:17-19).

When considering these verses, along with the rest of what the New
Testament teaches on the subject, it seems that the key to
contentment is not my finding contentment in money, or
possessions, or things, but in my finding contentment in Jesus.
Contentment comes as I am able to live knowing that in Jesus I have
a treasure that is worthy of giving all for (Matthew 13:44). True
contentment comes when I value Jesus above any and everything
else and then live like I value Jesus in that way. Contentment is
essentially living like Jesus and Jesus alone is more than sufficient to
satisfy every longing and desire of my life. This treasuring of Jesus
looses the grip of materialism over my life and frees me so that I can
truly experience the all-satisfying pleasure of knowing Jesus Christ.

For Jesus contentment is a matter of the heart. It really has nothing
to do with a large bank account or a lot of possessions and
everything to do with how a person views what they have and uses
what they have. Jesus said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures
on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in
and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew
6:19-21). This truth helps us to understand that if we can find what
we treasure in life we will find our heart there. And where your heatt
is you will quickly find out what it is that you truly worship.

Consider, if you will, some questions that may help you to determine
your level of contentment. These questions are aimed at the heart so
as you read them be sensitive to what God may be saying to you:

e Am I content with what I have and the circumstances of my life
or am I striving for more and more?

e If everything in my life was taken away, all of my material
possessions, and I had nothing but Jesus Christ would I be
content?

e Am I living as if I am taking nothing with me when I die?

e In my life does Jesus look like an all-satisfying treasure?

e Can I rightly distinguish between my needs and my wants?

e What is tempting me to treasure it more than I treasure Jesus?

e Am I discontent with the things of this world, yet content with
where I am in my relationship with Jesus?

e Do I live like I trust and hope in things or like I trust and hope
in God?

e Am I generous, ready to give and willing to share?

e Am I living and giving in a way that shows it is more blessed to
give than to receive?

® Doecs Jesus have all of my life?

This is not primarily about money; it is primarily about being
satisfied with Jesus and treasuring Him above all else!

T Pastor Matt
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Schedule see calendar for more!

Sunday

8:15 a.m. First Service

9:30 a.m. Bible Study

10:30 a.m. Second Service

Tuesday

6:30 p.m. Youth Ministry
at NorthRidge Fellowship

Wednesday

6:15-7:45 p.m. Kids 4 Truth
at NorthRidge Fellowship

Tuesday/Thursday

6:00 a.m. Prayer and Devotions

at Jolly Bean

Children’s Ministries

Helping Children Become God-Focused Believers Through Essential Christian Truth

Hi Parents! Do you know what time it is? It's....Bible Time! If you have a child aged 3 to 6 years
old, then your child is joyfully invited to spend time with us in the Bible Builder’s Class which
runs during the 10:30 am service. I sincerely love each child that walks into Bible Builders, and I
pray that the children present have been “built up” in God’s truths during the Bible Builders
Class. During the month of October the Bible Builders learned about Nehemiah, and how God
used him to rebuild Jerusalem’s wall. Throughout November our enthusiastic teachers Pam and
Jessica will be showing the children how the Bible can teach them to be brave. In the meantime,
if you ever have any questions about what your children will be learning, or what goes on in the
Bible Builder’s Class, please feel free to contact me in person or at 324-2627.

With Love,
Mrs. B (ak.a. Sabrina Bennett)

There will be no Kids 4 Truth
on November 26.
Happy Thanksgiving! )

Pray for Mrs. Bickel as she travels back to Twin Falls! k i d s 4 trut h

Children’s Ministries: Kids 4 Truth Wednesday evenings, 6:15pm to 8:00pm
Sunday School 9:30am-10:20am  Bible Builders During the 10:30 Worship Service

»» H20 YOUTH MINISTRY
@ JOHN 4:13-14

Progressive Dinner—On Saturday, November 8th, the youth will be enjoying an
African Progressive Dinner. At 3:00 pm, the youth will meet at the church and then
travel to different homes in groups for the dinner. The evening will end at around

6:00 pm. Come experience communal African dining and teal

Parents—We are asking the youth to get involved in the community service day each
month with the church. We ask that you encourage them to go; it teaches them so
much. God commands us to help people in our community, so please talk to your
youth and encourage them to come. The next community service day is Saturday,

November 15.

Be in prayer—Be praying for Alicia as she goes with a NorthRidge mission team to
Africa, and continue to pray for the youth and their school studies.

Thanks,
Shannon Pharaoh



Meet

Tim Logan

Every month you will be introduced to a fellow
attendee at NorthRidge Fellowship.

Where were you born and raised?

I was born and raised in New Mexico.

Who are (or have been) the most influential
people in your life?

My wife and grandparents have been very
influential in my life.

What is one of your favorite passages and/or
books of the Bible?

My favorite book in the Bible is Daniel.

Aside from the Bible, what are your favorite
books?

The Road to Reality by KP Yohannan, The Testament,
by John Grisham, and the Hank the Cowdog series.

If you were stranded on an island, what four
foods would you most want to have?

Steak, lasagna, cheesecake and a big, juicy
hamburger.

Who in the Bible do you most identify with?

I most identify with Paul’s desite to be with the
Lord in heaven, though continuing to run the race
here on earth for a time.

What are the four most interesting places you
have been to?

Juarez, Mexico; Calgary, Canada; Manhattan, N.Y;
New Otrleans, LA.

How did you come to know Christ?

I came to know Christ at a very young age during
an evening service at a church my granddad
pastored in New Mexico.

Books Worth Reading

Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace
and the things by which one may edify another. Romans 14:19

For some years now I have read through the Bible

z Q% twice every yeat. If you picture the Bible to be a
AN mighty tree and every word a little branch, I have

shaken every one of these branches because I

wanted to know what it was and what it meant.
Martin Luther

Here, then, is the real problem of our negligence. We
fail in our duty to study God's Word not so much
because it is difficult to understand, not so much
because it is dull and boring, but because it is work.
Our problem is not a lack of intelligence or a lack of

passion. Our problem is that we are lazy.
R. C. Sproul

The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment, by Tim Challies

While in a Bible study a few years back, I was looking over the summer
reading schedule and saw it included the book of Lamentations. Upon
seeing this I groaned and said, “Ugh, why do we have to read Lamentations?”
A lady next to me looked at me and very politely but firmly stated, “It’s in the
Bible isn’t it?” Well, you might be asking yourself the same question about a

book on discernment and the answer is the same: It’s in the Bible.
“...and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.” Ephesians 5:10

“For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to
teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk,
not solid food, for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness, since he is a child. But solid food is for the mature, for those
who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to

distinguish good from evil.” Hebrews 5:12-14

In The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment, Tim Challies has defined what
discernment is, why we need to practice it, and then he shows us how to
work at applying discernment to our daily lives. Challies’ writing is clear and
enjoyable to read while challenging the reader to dig deeper into the Word of
God.

Challies states that this book is for the reader who wishes to understand what
the Bible teaches us about discernment. He challenges the need for believers
to “...consider it our duty to think biblically about all areas of life so they

35

might act biblically.” He shows the reader how to apply scriptural tools,

principles and wisdom so everything will be consistent with God’s Word.
Some specific things I learned in this book are:

e A good working definition of discernment
e The difference between God’s secret will and His revealed will

The difference between wisdom and discernment

e Some very practical steps to growing in discernment

In the introduction Challies states; “In this book I hope to show that
discernment is a discipline, and like other disciplines such as prayer and
reading the Bible, it is one that all Christians should seek to practice and

should seek to practice deliberately.”

I strongly recommend this book for everyone and would be happy to loan

my copy out. Also included in the book is a study guide in the back.

Shelley Montgomery
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To The Ends of the Earth

Mil1iSteYi118 in Diouloulou, Africa

On Monday, November 17, a mission team from NorthRidge
Fellowship will fly out of Salt Lake City bound for Senegal. Eight days
later, on November 25, another team will leave Salt Lake City to
continue the work in Diouloulou.

Even though most of you reading this will not be aboard those planes,
you can still have a real and vital part in all that God is going to do
during these trips. And you can do that through prayet. Prayer is an
excellent way for you to impact eternity through the spread of the
Gospel without ever having to leave your own country. Jerry Rankin,
the president of the International Mission Board writes, “Prayer is not
peripheral to missions strategy. It is the heart of our strategy to reach
the nations and fulfill the Great Commission. Someone has said that
the battle for the nations will be won on the knees of God’s people.”
Are you willing to enter into the battle for the nations by spending time
on your knees in prayer?

Please commit to pray daily for this trip and for the people that we will
encounter. Keep this prayer list handy and use it during your devotional
time, with family, or take time before or after meals to pray for these
needs. Pray for the following items, as well as anything else that God
burdens your heart about concerning our trip:

e Pastor Matt, Brian Parish, Kevin and Gina Bickel, Alicia Pharaoh,
Dennis and Nancy Cornwell

e  Spiritual strength, protection, and health for the team
e  Unity among the team members
e  Safe travel to Africa and while in the country

e  Boldness in sharing the Gospel and open doors for ministry

e Patience as they wait for God’s direction and leading while there

e That they would have a servant heart and demonstrate the love of
Christ to each other and to the people of Diouloulou

e That God would give them the words to say in all situations

e Pray that God would bring across their path the people He desires
them to speak to, both in Aftrica as well as on the way there

e  Pray that as they seek God’s will concerning the purchase of land
ot a house in Diouloulou that He would clearly lead them

e  Pray that as they speak in the high school the students would be
receptive

e Pray that many people would want to take a Bible

e  Pray that they would be able to show the Jesus film numerous
times

e Pray for their families while they are away

Also, while the missions team is in Africa read through the book of
Acts and use God’s Word and the things that you are reading each day
to guide you as you pray for the team. As you read, ask God to instruct
you from His Word as to how you should pray for them. Allow the
Spitit of God to use the Word of God to prompt you to pray for the
team as they spread the Gospel in Diouloulou, Senegal. Above all “pray
without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) and remember that the work
that you are doing on your knees is just as vital as the work that others
are doing on the field because God uses prayer to advance His
Kingdom!

Pastor Matt



NOVEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS Operation

A PROJECT of SAMARITAN’S PURSE

Ladies Tea 1 Experience the joy of giving by
" participating in Samaritan’s Purse
SN ' $ ) Operation Christmas Child.
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See Gayle Boyd for more information.

Assured of V1ctory 1n Chr1st Jesus

Behold the Man.
6 ..
- >1 ;0 >1 ? ;= f >
01 : >3 2 2
C 2 #
0 8 = @ ¢ '
? >2 C ? 8 =
? 8
2 F$ , > 2 ?
? 0 2 7 C ? ?
0 ? ( =
2 2 (@&
0 ; cé C L e s .
(53@ 5 ¥ .6 10
it - - C B 1 ;
- ) 2? * >, =
9 »
6 , *6+ >1 H ;0 ——
D E r
H ;3 H - .
H - Join a Sunday
H 'f) Morning Bible Study!
H tH - . . The Cross Centered Life
. - 01 2 é Y >'C- " g Travis Flick
& Moses and the Exodus
) H 2 Kevin Bickel
A
? 3 & The Attributes of Christ
1 = 2 Brian Parish
C - Bible Studies Begin at 9:30 am
D E 1 2 0
Das—— —— 44




