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Cause me to know the way in which I should walk, for I lift up my soul to You.

Psalm 145:8b

Purchased, Built, and Led by Christ

These are truly exciting days in the life of NorthRidge Fellowship.
By the time you are reading this most of you will have seen the
plans for the expansion of our facilities. This brings with it great
anticipation as an enlarged building will give us more
opportunities to minister to each other and our community. But
along with the excitement and anticipation comes a subtle danger.
The danger of forgetting that Jesus is the head of the church.

If you were to do a study of the English word “church” you
would find that it means “belonging to the Lord.” This is the
same truth that we see in the books of Ephesians and Colossians
where we are told that Jesus is the head of the church (Ephesians
1:22, 4:15, 5:23, Colossians 1:18, 2:19). The word translated
“church” in the Bible comes from the Greek word ekklesia which
literally means “the called out ones.” The church is a called out
people who have been brought from death to life in Jesus Christ.
So it is not a place or a building or an address; the church is the
gathered together people of God.

The first time that the word “church” is used in the Bible is in
Matthew 16:13-18. As Jesus confronts His disciples with the truth
of who He is He makes some foundational statements about the
church: the church is His possession (“My church”), He is the
builder of the church (“I will build”), and the church will be built
upon the truth of who He is (“On this rock”). It is quite
noteworthy that right after this event the Bible says, “From that
time Jesus began to show to his disciples that He must go to
Jerusalem, and suffer many things...and be killed, and be raised
the third day” (Matthew 16:21). Jesus would build His church
upon all that He accomplished in His death and resurrection
where “He purchased with His own blood” the church (Acts
20:28).

If Jesus is the head of the church then what is the application for
us as NorthRidge Fellowship? First, if Jesus is the head of the
church then we must have the mission of Jesus. Jesus’ mission is
that God would be glorified as the truth of the Gospel spreads to
the ends of the earth. Jesus’ mission is to go and make disciples of
all the nations from Jerome to the farthest reaches of the globe
(Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 1:8). The church is to be driven by the
mission of Jesus and we cannot rest, nor stop praying, nor stop
giving, nor stop going until the world hears.

Second, if Jesus is the head of the church, then we must have the
heart of Jesus. Jesus’ heart is seen in the many times the Bible says
He was “moved with compassion” (Matthew 9:36, 14:14, Mark
1:41, 6:34). Likewise the church has to be moved with compassion
for those who are brokenhearted within and helpless without.
Notice the people around you: Do you think that anyone is
hurting? Do you see people without hope, without direction,
without putrpose, without Christ? See the world and those around
you as Jesus sees them and then let the heart of Jesus move you to
act.

Third, if Jesus is the head of the church, then we must realize that
church is not all about us. It is easy for us to come to church and
ask, “What can this church do for me?” It is much more difficult
to come and ask the right question which is, “What do I have to
offer the church?” The Bible compares the church to a body
where every part is needed (1 Corinthians 12:12-26) and where
God equips us with gifts to use “for the profit of all” (1
Corinthians 12:7).

Fourth, if Jesus is the head of the church, then we must be united
under His Lordship. The church is to be going in the same
direction as it follows its Lord. There is one agenda for the
church, which is Jesus’ agenda. We must seek His face and we
must follow Him.

Fifth, if Jesus is the head of the church, then above all else, we
must be faithful to Him. This truth is so evident, but this is really
where the rubber meets the road. As individuals and as a church
we must be faithful and obedient to whatever it is that Jesus has
called us to do and to be.

NorthRidge Fellowship will be successful if we are faithful to the
head of the church, Jesus Christ. If Jesus is the head then this
frees us to simply listen to Him and be guided by His Spirit and
His Word and to attempt anything great that He calls us as a
church to do. It allows us not to be limited by what we can
accomplish, but rather to trust Him for what He has called us to.
It allows us to have a great and glorious and bold vision for His
church because He is a great and glorious and bold Savior. And it
allows us to glorify God as we love Him, love one other, and love
our community and the world.
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Schedule see calendar for more!

Sunday

8:15 a.m. First Service

9:30 a.m. Bible Study

10:30 a.m. Second Service

Tuesday

6:30 p.m. Youth Ministry
at NorthRidge Fellowship

Wednesday

6:15-7:45 p.m. Kids 4 Truth
at NorthRidge Fellowship

Tuesday/Thursday

6:00 a.m. Prayer and Devotions

at Jolly Bean

Children’s Ministries ~ K4T

Helping Children Become God-Focused Believers Through Essential Christian Truth

Here are some of the things our KAT Club will be learning in October:

Question 6: Why did God give us the Ten Commandments?

A: God gave the Ten Commandments to show all of us that we are sinners and in need of the
forgiveness found only in Jesus Christ. Galatians 3:24a: “Therefore the law was out tutor to bring
us to Christ.”

Question 8: Can we get to heaven by trying really hard to obey all the Ten Commandments?

A: No. Nobody is good enough to earn entrance into heaven on his own. Romans 3:20a:
“Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight.”

Question 9: Does God give us these commandments to keep us from fun and pleasure?

A: No. He gives us His law because He is being good to us. Deuteronomy 6:24a: “And the

Lord commanded us to observe all these statutes, to fear the Lord our

God, for our good always.”
kids4 truth

The next theme, Theme #8, will be on Jesus Christ.

Pray for Mrs. Bickel as she spends time
with her mother in Pennsylvania!

Other Children’s Ministries
Sunday School 9:30am-10:20am, Bible Builders During the 10:30 Worship Service

»» H20 YOUTH MINISTRY
@ JOHN 4:13-14

There are some fun events coming up for the month of October for the

youth. Friday, October 3 we will be having a night out eating pizza and skating at
Skateland! We will leave the church at 5:30 pm, eat pizza at Gerties, and then head to
Skateland after we finish dinner. We will be back at the Church by 10:00 pm. Each

youth is responsible for their own dinner and skating.

Friday, October 24th we will be going to the corn maze at CSI. We will meet at the
church at 7:00 pm. The cost will be discussed in youth.

On Tuesday nights we are teaching the youth how to become more bold in sharing

their faith to their friends so, please be in prayer for them and encourage them.

Parents—we are asking the youth to get involved in the community service day each
month with the church. We ask that you encourage them to go; it teaches them so
much. God commands us to help people in our community, so please talk to your
youth and encourage them to come. The next community service day is Saturday,
October 18th.
Thanks,
Shannon Pharaoh
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Chuck Brockway

Every month yon will be introduced to a fellow
attendee at NorthRidge Fellowship.

Where were you born and raised?

I was born and raised in Twin Falls, Idaho.

Who are (or have been) the most influential
people in your life?
My wife, my father, and William F. Buckley, Jr.

What is one of your favorite passages and/or
books of the Bible?

Selecting only one is an impossible task, but
Psalm 146 always sets my perspective right when
this world seems completely off its rocker (which
is every day).

Aside from the Bible, what are your favorite
books?

Not in any particular order...
The Screwtape Letters, by C. S. Lewis
Chaos, by James Gleick

The Bell Curve, by Richard Herrnstein and Chatrles
Murray

The S keptical Environmentalist, by Bjorn Lomborg
Panl Revere’s Ride, by David Hackett Fischer.
The Path Between the Seas, by David McCullough

If you were stranded on an island, what four
foods would you most want to have?

Lucky Charms, Spam, Pork Rinds, and Coffee.

Who in the Bible do you most identify with?
Eutychus.

What are the four most interesting places you
have been to?

Boston, Massachusetts; Homer, Alaska; Amana
Colonies, Iowa; Hong Kong.

How did you come to know Christ?

I was blessed to be raised by Christian parents.
At age 6, I “prayed the prayer of salvation” in my
mom’s Childrens” Church class. My walk has
been one of ups and downs, but God has been
faithful to continually work and chisel my life.
The more I've immersed myself in His Word, the
more I’ve grown in my relationship with Christ.

O

Books Worth Reading

Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace
and the things by which one may edify another. Romans 14:19

A Man After God’s Own Heart-Devoting Your Life to What Really Matters
By Jim George

On Wednesdays from 12:00 to 1:00 pm at the Wok N Grill in Twin Falls we have
a men’s study we call LEAD. LEAD is an acronym meaning Leadership,
Evangelism, Accountability, and Devotion. TFor the past couple of months the
study has been based on the book .4 Man After God’s Own Heart by Jim George.
Jim George is the husband of his better-known wife, author Elizabeth George.
Jim has written 4 books, including a children’s book co-authored with his wife,
titled God'’s Wisdom for Little Boys-Character Building Fun from Proverbs. Mr. George
has degrees from the Talbot School of Theology, has served in pastoral roles for
Grace Community Church in Sun Valley, CA, and was on faculty at the Master’s
Seminary.

I am sure I am not alone as I ask myself, and more importantly God, why I have
struggles in my life that I do, and why I know in my head what I am supposed to
do, but I continually, in my heart and actions, fall short. It has been one thing to
read from the Bible how I am to be as a follower of Jesus, a witness to an
unbelieving wotld, a husband, a father, a friend, an employee, and an adversary,
but quite another to put into action, or live out, the instructions the Bible holds.
At times I find myself frustrated and confused about how awesome and glorious
it is to have accepted Christ as my Lord and Savior, but feeling inadequate and
unappreciative in my failings to live as He calls me to live. Our study through 4
Man after God’s Own Heart has helped me through, and in some instances taught
me what to change in my thoughts, as I try to live as a man after God’s own heart.

First and foremost Jim George uses the Bible as his main reference in what he is
trying to teach and encourage his readers to know. (I think it is important to note
that the study is not Jim George’s take on what he thinks we should be doing.) In
all his topics he explains the verse that makes his point, and then provides
examples for life application. .4 Man after God’s Own Heart is broken into three
sections: The Pursuit of God, The Pursuit of God’s Priorities, and The Purpose
of God. In the first section, the author addresses salvation and your personal
relationship with God. As with any relationship with God, it must start with
salvation by faith in Jesus Christ. The author then discusses five marks of a man
after God’s own heart. There are others, but he discusses obedience, prayer,
praise, worship, and service. The following chapters discuss how these marks are
“fleshed out” in everyday life.

In section two, which has been the bulk of our study, the discussion has been our
“Pursuit of God’s Priorities.” The priorities discussed have been our wives, our
children, our work, the church, and our witness. As I am sure you can imagine,
these topics have been convicting, challenging, encouraging, and I am positive,
ultimately rewarding and pleasing to God. And I am sure you can also see that
these priorities are common challenges for most believers.

The final topic discussed is God’s Purpose in You. God’s wants to do wonderful
and amazing things in all of us. The thing that is holding God back is not God,
but us. When we decide to fully be a man or woman after God’s own heart then
we will be open to be used as God wants to use us...

Jim George mentions many times throughout the book that is doesn’t matter
what is going on in your life, or where you are in your spiritual walk...what
matters is that you start...start right where you are...and be a man or woman
after God’s own heart.

Robert Kohler
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Operation christmas Child

We are once again participating in Operation Christmas Child as
a way to reach the nations with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Matthew 28:19 says, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son
and the Holy Spirit.” How can we make disciples of all the nations
when so many have never heard about Jesus? One great way we can
touch the lives of many children and their families is getting involved
with Operation Christmas Child.

Operation Christmas Child is a unique project of Samaritan’s Purse that
enables caring people to share God’s love with hurting girls and boys in
the far corners of the globe. This is accomplished by taking an ordinary
shoe box, filling it with toys, school supplies, hygiene items, and other
presents so that it can be given to a child in need of love, joy, and hope.

However, it is much more than giving shoe boxes full of toys to needy
children around the world. It is an opportunity for children to learn of
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ through Bible materials that
Samaritan’s Purse includes with every shoe box. A Gospel booklet is
included in every shoe box and statistics tell us that these Gospel
presentations are shared with over 15 other friends and family
members. These shoe boxes also provide opportunities for local
believers to tell children about Jesus Christ through Gospel literature,
evangelism programs, and a connection with a local Bible teaching
church.

This year NorthRidge Fellowship has set a goal of 100 shoe boxes that
will then be sent to a child somewhere in the world. This is a great
oppottunity for us to teach our children about sacrificial giving and the
importance of spreading the Gospel to the nations. Operation
Christmas Child is a wonderful way to tangibly show the love of Jesus
Christ to children all over the world and gives you and your family an
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opportunity to work together to spread the Gospel among
the nations of the world.

There are materials available at church that outline how this
ministry works and please feel free to see Gayle Boyd with
any questions. All shoe boxes need to be at the church no
later than Sunday, November 16. We look forward to your
participation in this worthy ministry. - Gayle Boyd

From a child in Kazakhstan:

Greetings! My name is Aigul. I am 13. I am Kazakh. All the members
of my family (grandmother and grandfather, brother, sister and parents)
are Muslims. One day my classmate Zhanna asked me to the Zion
church. She said that there would be a great Christmas holiday. I
decided to go, and I liked it very much. There wete a lot of children.
We read the Bible, prayed, played games, and sang songs about God.
My brothet, sister, and I began to go there every Sunday. But our family
was against that. They said that we are Muslims and forbade me to go
to the church. One day when they all went to the marketplace, I ran to
the church where there was a holiday celebration. I received a gift from
America. At first I had been very happy, but then I got upset that
members of my family might find out about my church visit.

We and our teachers from Sunday school prayed for my relatives, and
then I went home. My parents were at home. When they saw me they
were angry. I boldly went to the living room and set my box there.
Everyone began to look carefully at the gifts. My father took the cross
and hung it on a ring of keys. My mother took a postcard. Then they
asked about a meeting for adults in the church, and all my relatives
except my grandfather went to the church next Sunday. In the church
my mother cried very much, maybe because God touched her heart.
Now we have a Bible in the house, and every evening from 8 until 8:30
p.m. we read it in turns. Our life was changed due to God and the gift.

Provided by Samatitan’s Purse
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Experience the joy of giving by
participating in Samaritan's Purse
Operation Christmas Child.

A PROJECT of SAMARITAN'S PURSE

Ladies Scrapbook, craft, and fellowship—TFriday, October 3td, 6:00 pm to 12:00 am.

Alexander’s Apple Country Barn—Come pick apples and make your own apple cider!
Come any time between 8:00 am and 6:00 pm on Saturday, October 11th, at 1152 South
Stevens Street in Filer. Bring a container for your apple cider. All proceeds go to our
Africa missions.

Bring your boxes to the church

Saturday, October 11th, 5:00 p.m—Our Luau has been changed due to weather
any time between now and

concerns, to a Fall Steak Barbeque at the home of Jay and Lupe Gandiaga, 15W 4008S.,

in Jerome. All adults are welcome to come join the fun and fellowship! We are asking November 9th.
$5.00 each for the steak, and for sign-ups to also bring a side dish such as a salad, relish
tray, etc. Watch for tickets being made available after the services....and to let us know IT'S EASY!

you are coming. This is a great time to invite a friend! See you there! (Call Myrla Plant at

) ! 1. Pick a shoe box for a boy or a girl
324-2406 if you have any questions).

2. Pack with toys, school supplies,

MEN, come join the LEAD Bible Study every Wednesday from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. at hygiene items, hard candies, socks, Bible,

the Wok and Grill in Twin Falls.

Contact Robert Kohler at 324-3545 if you know of community service needs that
NorthRidge can help with. Come on Saturday, October 18th if you would like to help.

HEY KIDS! How did the animals get to Noah’s ark? Tell Mrs. Brockway and you will

get a prize!

and a personal note with a photo.

For specific packing directions and
detailed lists, go to: @%«%
wwwSamaritanspurse.org L—
See Gayle Boyd for more information.

Sowing the Seed with All Diligence

Being in an agricultural community, it is
obvious that harvest is upon us. You can
tell by the combines in the fields and the
trucks on the roads, that now is the
time many farmers are rewarded for
a whole season’s worth of labor.
This time of year always brings to
my mind Matthew 9:37, “ Then He
said to His disciples, “The harvest
truly is plentiful, but the laborers are
few. Therefore pray the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into His
harvest.” There is no doubt that the world
today is in need of a Savior. We need to be
laborers  spreading the Gospel, being
confident that our season of labor will not go
unrewarded.

In this day and age of specialization we have
what are called custom farmers. These are
individuals that specialize in only certain
aspects of farming. As an example, it is very
common in our area
for a landowner to
have one custom
operator plant a
crop in the spring,
water and nurture it all
summer and then in the fall have
another custom operator come in and
actually harvest it. Many times this is just like
us. Our job is to plant the seeds of the
gospel.  We do not make them grow and
many times we do not even know if they
have taken hold and sprouted. At times in
our Christian walk this can be discouraging,

as we cannot see any fruit from
our labor. But we need to
remember that is not the task the
Lord asked us to do. Just like the
custom operator that plants the
crop, we may not be there when
the seed sprouts, matures, or is
harvested but we were obedient and
did what was asked of us and we will
be rewarded for it. Just as Paul wrote to
the Corinthians, “Therefore, dear brothers,
stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,
because you know that your labor in the
Lord is not in vain.”  Our reward will not be
on this earth. Christ’s rewards are meant to
provide a powerful incentive for an obedient
life.

As we labor for the Lord we sometimes
become weary. These are the times we may
lose our joy. But just as if we were in a

Our job is to plant the seeds of the gospel. We do not
make them grow and many times we do not even know if will not be a
they have taken hold and sprouted.

marathon, we need to endure to the end and
keep our focus on why we compete. Paul
says it best in 1 Corinthians 9:24-25, “Do
you know that those who run in a race all
run, but one receives the prize? Run in such
a way that you may obtain it. And everyone
who competes for the prize is temperate in

all things. Now they do it to obtain a
perishable crown, but we for an imperishable
crown”. In a marathon several athletes
compete for just one prize. There can just be
one winner. In contrast, in our marathon as
a Christian there are opportunities for many
people to be winners. And in those seasons
that we are dry and stale, the Lord is always
faithful to refresh us. “The Lord will open
the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to
send rain on your land in season and to bless
all the work of your hands” (Deut. 28:12).

The reality that someday as Christians we will
stand before Jesus Christ and face a review of
our lives should motivate us to labor
diligently. “For we must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ, that each one
may receive the things done in the body,
according to what he has done, whether
good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). At his judgment
seat, Jesus will determine a believer’s
faithfulness to him and
reward each person
accordingly.  This

determination  of
destiny; that

determination was decided the
moment a person believes in Christ.

one’s eternal

We each have a limited amount of time on
this earth. We need to use as much of that
time as possible for advancing Christ’s
purposes in this world, for the harvest is
upon us.

Travis Flick



