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Notes/Questions for Luke 24:13-27 & Genesis 1-2 Sermon
Preached 9-07-2008 

“Seeing Jesus in Creation” 

· The story of the New Testament rests upon the truth of the Old Testament 

· The New Testament is not independent of the Old Testament, but rather builds upon the storyline of the Old Testament  

· This truth can be seen in just how many times the Old Testament is quoted in the New Testament 
· All of this points out that the Bible is one unified book 

· The Bible consists of 66 books or documents 
· Of these 66 books there are a variety of literary genres that are present 

· These 66 books were written over a period of about 1500 years
· Written by about 40 different human authors from all walks of life 

· These books were written in different places: on three different continents
· There books were written in three different languages 
· Yet there is a profound unity that is found in the Bible that stretches from cover to cover and what unites the book together is the unfolding story of Jesus Christ

· The Bible is much more than just a history book 
· It is what we might call theological history 
· Its purpose is not to merely tell us about what happened and teach us about various events throughout time; its purpose is to reveal to us the God of the universe and how He interacts with His creation 

· The Bible is a book about God 

· As God lays out history (HIS-STORY) He does so in four acts: 

· 1) Creation 

· Genesis 1-2 
· In the beginning God created everything that there is out of nothing; He created everything in the universe to glorify Himself, including you and me 
· 2) Fall 
· Genesis 3 

· God made mankind without sin and placed them in paradise on earth with one simple prohibition: they had a choice to listen to and obey God or to simply do whatever they wanted to do; they chose to do whatever they wanted to do 

· With this they introduced sin into God’s perfect creation and there were dramatic consequences that followed, not only for them, but for us as well 

· 3) Redemption 
· Begins in Genesis 3 right after the Fall and continues throughout the remainder of the Bible 

· This is the story of God’s rescue of humanity 
· Humanity had fallen into sin and instead of God just leaving them alone and letting them suffer the consequences of their sin He comes to rescue them and to save them by grace 
· 4) New Creation (this could also be called Restoration or Consummation) 

· The latter chapters of the book of Revelation and is also referenced in other places throughout the Old and New Testaments 

· This is when all things in God’s creation are restored and renewed to God’s original intent 

· This is God’s reversal of the effects of the Fall when God creates a new heavens and a new earth and ushers in eternity 

· Jesus is like the glue that unites this story and holds it all together 
· Luke 24:13-27: Jesus knew that the Old Testament was a book about Himself 
· Verse 27 is the key: Jesus took the Old Testament and told them about Himself 

· John Calvin wrote:

· “We ought to read the Scriptures with the express design of finding Christ in them. Whoever shall turn aside from this object, though he may weary himself throughout his whole life in learning, will never attain the knowledge of the truth; for what wisdom can we have without the wisdom of God?” (Commentary on John 5:39) 
· Earlier in Jesus’ ministry He was having one of His run-ins with the Pharisees who were the religious elite of Jesus’ day 

· The Pharisees thought that they could be right with God if they just kept the law to the strictest degree; they were consumed with an outward conformity to the rules and commands of God 

· This is how Jesus answered them in one of their many exchanges:

· John 5:39 “You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about Me”
· They were searching the Old Testament looking for some rules to keep so that they could earn eternal life and Jesus comes and says that the Scriptures they are studying are about Him 
· John 5:46 “If you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me.”

· Jesus is saying that you are putting all of your hope in the law of Moses, but Moses wrote about Me; they searched the Scriptures, but refused to see Jesus there 
· We must not search the Old Testament and come away having not seen Jesus  
· How do we see Jesus in the Old Testament?

· 1) Jesus is seen in the progression of the history of redemption 
· God’s STORY is progressive and as it progresses we are able to see more and more of how and where Jesus fits into the story 
· “The Old Testament may be likened to a chamber richly furnished but dimly lighted; the introduction of light brings into it nothing which was not in it before; but it brings out into clearer view much of what is in it but was only dimly or even not at all perceived before. Thus the Old Testament revelation is not corrected by the fuller revelation which follows it, but only perfected, extended, and enlarged.” (B.B. Warfield) 
· He is saying that all of the truths of the New Testament are to be found in the Old Testament, but they are hard to see; the lights are turned down a bit and to see them you really have to squint and you really have to focus, but then when you bring the light of the New Testament in you are able to look back at the Old and see the things that were there all along with much greater clarity 

· 2) Jesus is seen in the promises of the Old Testament and their fulfillment in the New Testament 
· This is where in the Old Testament we see a promise given by God that He is going to do something and then we see the fulfillment of that promise in the New Testament 
· 3) Jesus is seen in the prophecies of the Old Testament

· The Old Testament contains over 300 prophecies concerning Jesus the Messiah that are fulfilled in the New Testament 
· 4) Jesus is seen in types in the Old Testament
· This is where you see analogies between what God did in the Old Testament and what God has done in the New Testament 
· A type is on Old Testament person, event, activity, or institution that foreshadows a New testament reality

· This is where Jesus is pictured or alluded to in the Old Testament and clarified in the New Testament 
· 5) Jesus is seen in themes in the Old Testament 

· There are themes that are seen in the Bible that are gradually developed and expanded upon as God’s STORY unfolds 
· The New Testament writers pick up many of these themes and reinterpret them in light of Jesus 
· Themes such as covenant, redemption, kingdom, and sacrifice
· We want to go to the Old Testament and see Jesus with two main guidelines: 

· 1) We see Jesus if there is a clear parallel 

· This means that we are not stretching and manipulating the text and the story in order to make it fit Jesus; if there is a parallel we see the parallel and acknowledge the parallel and if not we do not try to impose one where it is not 
· 2) We see Jesus if the New Testament points Him out from that passage 
· The New Testament is like a flashlight for the Old Testament 
· We get our clues for how to see Jesus in the Old Testament from the New Testament and how it uses the Old Testament 
· Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

· The first book of the Bible is the book of Genesis which simply means ‘beginnings’
· The Bible assumes the existence of God 
· There was a time, even before time even began, when all that we see around us in this world and in this universe did not exist; but even then there was God 
· God has existed forever and is without beginning or end

· There has never been a time when God has not been God 

· God is the only thing in existence that is eternal and has existed from eternity past and will exist throughout eternity future

· Psalm 90:2 “Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had formed the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.”
· God did not choose to create the universe because He lacked anything or because He was lonely or for any other reason or due to any other compulsion other than the fact that He chose to create this universe and everything in it to put on display Himself 

· Revelation 4:11 "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created."

· God spoke the universe into existence: over and over again in Genesis chapter 1 the Bible states, “God said” and something springs forth into existence 
· Psalm 33:6, 8-9 “The LORD merely spoke, and the heavens were created. He breathed the word, and all the stars were born….Let everyone in the world fear the LORD, and let everyone stand in awe of him. For when he spoke, the world began! It appeared at his command.”
· We stand in awe of Him because He speaks and everything in the universe was made 
· God’s creative activity is described for us in the first two chapter of the Bible
· Genesis 1:26-28
· On the 6th day of creation God does something decidedly different: God makes mankind in His image 
· This is the pinnacle of God’s creative activity

· Genesis 2:7 “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”

· Man here is much more than simply a God-shaped or God-formed piece of earth: he has within him the gift of life that has been given to him by God Himself 
· This man who has been created in the image of God now has the ability to relate to God as nothing else in all of creation can do; man was created by God and for God, created for a relationship with Him  
· Genesis 1:31-2:1 “Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished.”
· God’s work of creation was perfect (‘very good’) and it was complete (‘finished’) 
· We normally do not link Jesus with the work of creation, especially if we were to consider only the opening chapters of Genesis 
· But the New Testament sheds light on the Old Testament 
· John 1:1-2 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.”
· Genesis 1:1 begins by saying, “In the beginning God”; John begins his gospel by saying, “In the beginning Jesus” 
· Jesus is eternal and Jesus is God 
· John 1:3 “All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.”
· John is pointing out that Jesus is the Creator of Genesis 1 and 2 
· Jesus is not part of creation; He is the eternal Creator 
· Jesus was the one through whom everything was made: ‘all things’  
· Hebrews 1:2 “But in these last days He has spoken to us by his Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, and through whom He made the universe.”
· Colossians 1:16 “For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him.”
· Everything in heaven, everything in earth, everything that can be seen, everything in the spiritual realm that cannot be seen: Jesus created it all! 

· Psalm 147:4-5 “He counts the number of the stars; He calls them all by name. Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding is infinite.”
· Colossians 1:17 “He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.”
· This speaks in reference to creation and states that Jesus is not only creator of all that there is, but He is also the sustainer of all that there is 

· What Jesus has created He also maintains in permanent order, stability, and productivity 

· Hebrews 1:3 “The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word.”
· Jesus the Creator and Sustainer of the universe: creating and sustaining by His powerful word  
· Colossians 1:16 “For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and FOR HIM.”
· All things were created not only by Him, but more importantly for Him 
· Jesus is the goal of all creation: Everything in creation exists for Jesus Christ to display His glory and His supremacy 

· All things were created by Him and for Him 
· If all things were created by Jesus then that means that He is my Creator
· If all things are sustained by Jesus then that means that He is Sustainer 
· And if all things were created for Jesus then it means that I am His 
· And that includes all of me 
· What is the response to seeing Jesus in creation?

· WORSHIP! There is simply no other option than WORSHIP! 



