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Notes/Questions for Genesis 3:1-24 Sermon
Preached 9-14-2008 

“Seeing Jesus after the Fall”

· Genesis chapter 2 leaves us with God’s “very good” creation (Genesis 1:31) 
· God had created man and woman and placed them in the Garden of Eden which was paradise on earth 
· In the Garden there was beauty, freedom, sustenance, and harmony 

· There was also innocence: Genesis 2:25

· They were not ashamed because there was no guilt; there was no guilt because there was no sin 

· A perfect existence, in a perfect environment, created by a perfect God 
· But the greatest thing about the garden of Eden was the presence of God 

· All throughout Genesis chapter 2 you see God interacting with man with love, with care, and with intimacy 
· Unbroken fellowship and unbroken intimacy between man and God 

· The word translated “Eden” is a word that means “pleasure” or “delight” 

· It was such because God met with His special creation there in perfect intimacy and harmony 
· Eden was paradise on earth because God was there with His people 
· Psalm 16:11 “In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”
· Man’s happiness is not found in being like God; man’s happiness is found in being with God 
· That is where Genesis chapter 2 leaves us: the Garden of Eden; paradise on earth

· The people of God, living in the presence of God, living under the loving rule of God 
· But when you look at our world today things are not very good 
· When you look at our world today you realize that we are not in the Garden of Eden anymore 
· Beauty has been replaced with destruction 
· Freedom has been replaced with bondage 
· Sustenance has been replaced with toil and famine and struggle 
· Harmony has been replaced with war  
· And innocence is nowhere to be found 
· The intimacy that was seen between God and His special creation mankind has been replaced with mankind’s utter and absolute rebellion against His loving Creator 

· It is Genesis chapter 3 and the second act in God’s Story that explains to us what happened between the very good that we see at the end of Genesis 2 and where we are in our world today 

· The second act in God’s Story is what theologians call the FALL
· The FALL describes mankind’s fall away from innocence and into sin and the resulting consequences that that fall brought to God’s creation  

· As Genesis chapter 3 begins we are introduced to another character: the serpent 

· The snake is a manifestation of Satan

· Revelation 12:9 “So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world”
· The nature of his deception seeks to strike at the character and the word of God 

· Satan seeks to challenge the authority structure of the universe 
· Satan is referring to Genesis 2:16-17
· They had great freedom: “you can eat freely of every tree” (16)
· With just one restraint: “you shall not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil” (17)
· Disobedience to the command of God would bring with it death 
· Eve responds to the serpent in verse 2-3 yet adds to the command 

· She is getting caught up in the twisting of God’s word herself; she begins to suggest that maybe God is not as generous and as loving as He once seemed 

· Throughout nearly all of chapter 2 and 3 God is referred to as “Lord God” which is the covenant name of God (special name for God) 
· And it refers to the special relationship that God has with His people, here being Adam and Eve 

· But now both Satan and Eve refer to Him simply as “God” 
· Satan says that God is making a threat that He has no intention of keeping (4) and that if she were to eat from the tree that she would be like God (5)
· What a deal: if you take of the fruit then it will be you that will know good and evil; then it will be you that determines right and wrong; then it will be you that is independent and self-sufficient; you will be like God 

· Eve had forgotten that she was already like God, but the reality of it is that if she takes the fruit, her eyes will indeed be opened, but they will be opened to how unlike God she really is 

· In verse 6 we see the tragic outcome
· Her sin is rooted in her quest for what is good and pleasant and desirable apart from God (notice the adjectives that are used in verse 6) 
· The tragedy is not just seen in the fact that they were not content with the other trees of the Garden; the tragedy is seen in that they were not content with God

· In verse 7 their eyes were opened to their sin and guilt 
· Remember the innocence that was pictured as chapter 2 closed out: “they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed” 
· But now after their sin they do feel shame and they do feel guilt 
· They see that they are not fit to be in the presence of God 

· They reached for godhood and in the process they fell and they stood before each other naked and ashamed 
· In the midst of their guilt and shame they sought to cover it up 
· They sewed fig leaves together in a futile attempt to cover their outward appearance so that by some chance God would not notice that something was wrong on the inside 
· They were not wrong in seeking a covering for their guilt, but they were wrong to look for a covering made by their works 
· For the first time in chapter 3 God comes on the scene in verse 8

· And the picture that you get is of a loving God coming to spend time with His special creation 
· Greater intimacy cannot be pictured as God comes to meet with man in the Garden 
· As God comes Adam and Eve hide among the trees 
· God calls to them (9) not because He does not know their location, but because He is giving mankind a chance to come out and explain their behavior  
· Rather than coming out to enjoy God and His presence sin has caused Adam to be afraid of God (10) 
· This shows the true tragedy of their sin: it had shattered their relationship with God 

· God asks Adam what happened (11) as the all-knowing judge seeks to prod the guilty culprit into a confession 

· Rather than confess their sin before God they choose to shift the blame, accuse, and evade (12-13) 
· The Creator and King and Judge of the universe pronounces His judgment against their sin in verses 14-19 

· This is what theologians refer to as the CURSE 

· The judgments and the curse in these verses is a direct result of sin; this is not God being mean and ugly, this is God being just 
· God first addresses the physical serpent (verse 14) 

· The Bible said in verse 1 that the serpent was the most cunning, and now the serpent is the most cursed 
· God then turns to the spiritual serpent, Satan (verse 15)
· God is saying that a war has begun in the Garden: there will be constant fighting and a constant battle between those that follow Satan, his offspring, and that of humanity, the offspring of the woman 
· It seems to be hinted at that this war between the offspring of the woman and the offspring of Satan will culminate in a single person for in the end of verse 15 God says, “He shall bruise (or crush) your head and Satan will bruise His heel”
In other words, while Satan may indeed injure and afflict the offspring of the woman, there will be one who will come and crush the head of the serpent, Satan 
· God then addresses the woman (verse 16)
· Here the two blessings that were given in the first two chapters of Genesis are disrupted: the blessing of children and the blessing of a harmonious marriage 
· Then God turns to Adam (verses 17-19)

· Adam listened to Eve and did not listen to God 
· Adam received the command from God, yet he followed the sin of Eve and ultimately Adam bore the primary responsibility for the sin 
· The good land of Genesis chapter 1 and 2 is cursed 

· Work here is not a punishment for sin, rather it is the hardship and toil and frustration of work that is part of the curse 
· Death enters the human race 

· Adam would return to the dust from which he was taken 
· Adam’s sin did not just result in physical death, it also resulted in spiritual death 

· Verses 22-24 

· Man is banished from the Garden of Eden and cut off from the tree of life 

· The wonderful relationship between man and God that was seen in Genesis 1 and 2 is not just damaged, it is not just altered; it is destroyed 

· The rest of the story of the Bible is in essence an answer to the question: How can man get back to the Garden of Eden? 

· Not an attempt to get back to a geographical location, but how can man once again stand in the presence of God now that there is the presence of sin? 
· But before we can see Jesus in Genesis chapter 3 we have to see ourselves there: 

· We see ourselves being tempted

· Satan’s strategies have not changed since the Garden of Eden: he still comes and says, “Has God really said that? Is God keeping you from something more?” 
· We see ourselves making coverings to hide our sins  

· We are still busy at work trying to make our own coverings for our sin 
· All of which may mask the exterior, but leave the inside, the part that God can see, utterly untouched 
· We see ourselves hiding and making excuses 

· In our sin rather then running to God we run from God and we hide as it were from His presence because of our guilt and our shame 
· And when confronted with our sin, rather than confession and repentance we choose evasion, excusing, blaming, and denial 
· We see ourselves in the curse 

· The effects of the curse extend to every single person that has ever come after Adam and Eve 
· Childbirth is painful, marital harmony is upset, work is hard and demanding, and the shadow of death looms over every single one of us 
· But worse than all the others is the fact that we see ourselves still outside the Garden and away from the presence of God 

· When Adam sinned sin did not just enter the world, sin entered the human heart and the human 

· Romans 5:19 “For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners”
· Romans 5:12 “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned”
· In Genesis chapter 3 Adam is not merely illustrative of us; he is a representative for us 
· We inherit a sinful nature and that sinful nature comes with the same consequences that it did for Adam: death 
· Sin, both our sin and the sin of Adam and Eve, is a direct affront to God

· And it is our sin that has alienated and separated us from God  
· Colossians 1:21 “This includes you who were once so far away from God. You were his enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions”
· But even in the midst of the tragedy of Genesis chapter 3 and the fall of man and its effects and consequences we see HOPE and we see GRACE because we see Jesus there 

· In verse 15 the Seed / the Offspring of the woman that was talked about is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ
· One would come from the human race, one that was all man, that would be bruised or wounded by the Serpent, yet would come to ultimately crush the head of the Serpent 
· Verse 20

· Adam names his wife “Eve” which means life or living: Adam was confident that the human race would go on 
· There is hope not only in the perpetuation of the human race, but in One that would come from the human race to save and rescue mankind 

· Luke 3:38 “The son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.”
· Luke traces Jesus’ lineage all the way back to Adam 
· Luke is linking the Old Testament and the New Testament; he is linking the sin of Adam with the salvation of Jesus; he is linking the promise of the Seed of woman with the person of Jesus; he is linking the humanity of Jesus with the divinity of Jesus  
· This is the same link that Paul shows in Romans 5 

· Romans 5:18-19 “Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man's righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous.”
· Adam brought death and lost his righteousness; Jesus brings life and earned righteousness  
· Verse 21 

· As they stood before God with inadequate coverings made of fig leaves that could not hide their guilt and shame, God makes coverings for them 
· These coverings that God made were not with leaves, they were with animal skins 
· We see two truths here that we see throughout the rest of the Bible:
· 1) For sins and guilt to be covered God has to provide the covering 

· It cannot be manmade and it cannot be man’s plan and it cannot be man’s attempt to deal with sin and guilt and shame
· It has to come from God 
· 2) For sins to be covered something has to die 

· You see this in the sacrificial system of the Old Testament, but more importantly you see this in the death of Jesus
· Jesus is the covering for sins and guilt that God provides for those who will stop trusting in the coverings that they have made for themselves 
· Throughout the rest of the Old Testament there is the expectation of the coming of the Deliverer, the Rescuer, the Savior 

· The rest of the Old Testament pictures and looks forward to the coming of the Seed of woman that will indeed come to crush the head of the Serpent and fix mankind’s problem of sin 
· Galatians 4:4-5 “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.”
· The cross looked like an apparent victory for the Serpent 

· But Satan’s apparent victory at the cross was actually his defeat 
· Hebrews 2:14 “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death-- that is, the devil"
· Jesus’ death and sacrifice became the covering for the guilt and the sin for everyone that would stop trying to cover themselves 
· His death was the price that had to be paid for our sins to redeem us and to bring us back to God 

· 1 Peter 3:18 “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.”
· Remember what was so great about the Garden of Eden: God was there and man knew God and enjoyed God in a way that glorified God 
· The presence of God was what made the Garden so great 
· Remember what was so tragic about man’s sin: God drove man out of the Garden and away from Himself 
· Sin separated man and from and was a barrier between them 
· Jesus came to fix the problem of our sin and our alienation from God by dying for us
· Even in the midst of the sin and fall of Genesis 3 God offers hope that springs forth from His incredible love and mercy 

· A hope that culminates in Jesus 

· And today, even in the midst of your own sin and guilt and shame, God still offers hope 

· And that hope is still to be found in Jesus 
