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Notes/Questions for Joshua 4 Sermon
Preached 9-28-2008 

“Trusting in God’s Future Faithfulness”

· There are certain truths that must be communicated with great regularity 
· One of these truths is the faithfulness of God to His people 
· We must remember the past faithfulness of God and reflect upon all of the ways that God has demonstrated His faithfulness to His church 
· As we remember God’s past faithfulness it should give us courage and strength and focus to do all that He has called us to do both now and in the future 
Joshua 4:1-8; 19-24 
· CONTEXT:  
· God’s people in the book of Exodus had been miraculously delivered from their bondage and captivity in Egypt

· God pledged His faithfulness to His people

· Yet His people continually rebelled against Him and because of this He allowed the generation that was led out of Egypt to perish in the wilderness 

· Even Moses died without entering into the Promised Land  

· After Moses’ death God commissions Joshua to prepare to take His people into the promised land 
· The Promised Land was inhabited by other people who were hostile to the people of God: the Caananites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites (Joshua 3:10)  
· This presented a big obstacle for the people of God 
· In chapter 1 of Joshua God gives Joshua, the new leader of His people, some instruction (Joshua 1:1-9)

· When God calls His people to a task He reminds them of His promises and presence
· God does not give His new leader more self-esteem; God gives him more God-esteem 
· There is a great lesson here for the church: the blessings that we experience as a church and as a people of God are due solely to the fact that God is with us 
· All that God does He does for His glory; therefore the glory of God must be the driving force behind all that we are and all that we do as a church 

· The only thing that separates Joshua and the people of God from the Promised Land is the Jordan River 

· They are camped on the east side of the Jordan River 

· At this time the Jordan would have been at its highest level (3:15) 
· The ark of the covenant was to lead the way (3:14)
· It symbolically represented the presence of the Lord with His people
· They had to follow the ark of the covenant because they did not know the way to go apart from following God (3:3-4) 
· The presence of God goes first, then the people of God follow 

· That is the only way that God operates: He leads and His people follow 

· The Israelites did not decide on their own to cross over the Jordan and then call back to God to come and bless them and care for them: God led and they followed 

· As the priests step into the water of the Jordan the waters upstream are cut off so the people could cross the Jordan on dry land (3:15-17)

· The waters were not cut off until the people step out in faith and trusted God by stepping into the water 

· God moved in a miraculous way as they moved in obedience to Him 

· Now God’s people have entered the land that He had promised to give them and they do so in a miraculous way 

· Once the people of God have entered into the Promised Land God wants them to set up a memorial (4:1-8)
· They are to get twelve stones from the dry riverbed where the priests feet stood and set them up as a memorial to what God did 
· A memorial is simply something that causes you to remember 

· The stones were set up to remind the people of what kind of God it was that they served 

· The stones pointed people, even future generations, to the faithfulness of God 

· Great leaders like Moses and Joshua would come and go, so the stones were meant to remind future generations that while things may change, the faithfulness of God will always remain steadfast 

· But crossing the Jordan was not the end of the work; in reality it was just the beginning of what God was calling them to do 
· The stones would help them remember the past faithfulness of God so that they could trust Him as they sought to take the land that God had given to them 
· They had to trust God even though they did not have all the answers 
· Hebrews 11:8 “By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.”
· The truth of God’s faithfulness must build within the church a great confidence

· Not a confidence in ourselves, but a radical confidence in the God that we serve 

· Psalm 115:1 “Not to us, O LORD, not to us but to Your name be the glory”
· The stones were to be a source of encouragement to the people of God (4:19-20) 

· Gilgal was on the west side of the Jordan just inside the Promised Land 

· Gilgal served as the base of operations for the Israelite’s conquest of the land, so these stones would have always been visible to the people 

· Joshua expected the next generation to ask about what the stones meant (4:21-22) 

· Joshua shows that there is continuity between God’s faithfulness in the past and God’s faithfulness in the present (4:23)
· Joshua and Caleb were the only ones of the previous generation that entered into the Promised Land: he says just like God was faithful to our generation, He has shown Himself faithful to your generation 
· God dried up the Red Sea for us, He dried up the Jordan for you, and He will continue to be faithful to His people 

· Malachi 3:6 “I am the LORD, and I do not change.”
· Since God is faithful and since He does not change then there is hope 

· The hope for tomorrow is in the future grace and the future faithfulness of God 

· The hope for tomorrow is not in a ministry or a building program or in a leader or in attendance numbers; the hope for tomorrow is in the future faithfulness of God 

· It was imperative for the people of God to hear this at this time because the task that was before them was monumental 

· They were about to go in and take possession of the land so they needed encouragement and reassurance of the faithfulness of God 

· We are not called to go and conquer cities with the sword like you see in Joshua, but we are called to conquer the world with the Gospel 
· And this is hard work and a daunting task, but it is a task that our faithful God has not only called us to, but one in which He assures us that we go in His power and with His very presence and with the assurance that He is with us always even to the end of the age 

· We can never forget that, for the moment we do all will be lost and we will quit the work and abandon the fight 

· The moment that we take our eyes off of God and begin to look at ourselves all will be lost and we will want to quit because the task is too great, the work is too hard, and the sacrifice will seem like a weight that is too heavy to bear 

· But if our focus is upon our ever faithful God we will stay the course 

· The stones that were set up in the midst of the camp at Gilgal encouraged and strengthened the people to keep fighting no matter what because God is faithful 
· The stones did not keep the people in the past, the stones pushed them to the future while clinging to the faithfulness of God 

· God’s faithfulness was an encouragement to the people to push them farther into the promised land 

· They realized that crossing the Jordan was not the end of the work, and in essence it was really just the beginning of what God was calling them to do 

· But being reminded of God’s faithfulness in the past propelled them to work harder and go farther than they could ever have done alone 

· This vision for NorthRidge Fellowship to glorify God and follow His lead will not be accomplished by a select few of us: it will take all of us

· Imagine if Joshua said to the people of Israel, “We are here and now step aside and I will take the land”; no, Joshua could lead, but he could not do it alone 

· The task of taking the land took not just a leader, it took an army 
· For NorthRidge Fellowship to be all that God has called it to be it will take each of us being and doing what God has called us to be and what God has called us to do 
· When that happens the results will be what is seen in 4:24
· All the peoples of the earth will know that the hand of the Lord is mighty and we will continue to reverence our mighty and wonderfully faithful God 
· We respond to the faithfulness that God has shown to us by remaining faithful to Him (24:22-27)
· The twelve stones that were set up as a memorial in Gilgal were not the only stones that were set up in the Promised Land in the book of Joshua 

· This stone in Shechem stood as a monument to the people’s pledge of faithfulness to God 

· They knew of God’s faithfulness to them and now they were pledging their faithfulness to Him 
· As we reflect upon the past faithfulness of God, it should spur us on to present faithfulness to Him 

· As we think about how faithful God has been to us, the only response is for us to in turn pledge our faithfulness to Him 

· Unfortunately the story of the people of God does not end particularly well
· In Judges 1-2 we see that the people turned away from God and left some of the work of God undone

· They did not finish the task that God had given them because they did not remain faithful 
· But the question for us is will we remain faithful? 
· Will we finish the task that God has given to us by remaining faithful to Him and by not being pulled away by other things? 
· The next chapter in the history of NorthRidge Fellowship is yet to be written, but God is calling us to be a part of that story 

· We do not know exactly where everyone may fit into that history or what kind of role they may play:
· They may be a Joshua or a Moses 

· They may be one of the ones who took the stones from the riverbed 

· They may be one of the countless many who go unnamed, but were there serving nonetheless 

· But for our church and for us as individuals one truth remains: God is calling us to faithfulness 

· As we look to the stones of God’s past faithfulness they must drive us to faithfulness today and faithfulness tomorrow 

· God is calling us to radically trust Him and to love Him and to serve Him unlike we ever have before 

· He is calling us to work and to sacrifice and it will be hard and it will not be easy and it may not be comfortable and you will be stretched very far out of your comfort zone 

· But it will all be worth it as we faithfully serve our ever faithful God who does not change
