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Notes/Questions for Exodus 1-14 Sermon
Preached 10-05-2008 

“Seeing Jesus in the Exodus” 

· Genesis 25:11 “And it came to pass, after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac.”
· Abraham had died, but the son of promise, Isaac, was going to carry on the family name and now he would be the one through whom the promises of God to Abraham would be fulfilled 
· The rest of the book of Genesis traces the three generations after Abraham 
· The book of Genesis closes with the people of God in Egypt and not in the land that was promised to Abraham 
· But Joseph trusted in the Promise-Keeping God 
· Genesis 50:24 “And Joseph said to his brethren, "I am dying; but God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land to the land of which He swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob."”

· So Genesis closes and the book of Exodus begins with things going really well for the people of God in Egypt

· Exodus 1:6-7: Before Joseph’s death he was the second in command over all of Egypt and they were prospering and multiplying so that their numbers grew 
· Exodus 1:8: There arose a new king that did not know Joseph 
· This new pharaoh did not see the people of God as a blessing, but as a threat 
· He enslaved the people of God and tried to have all of the male children killed 
· Exodus chapter 2: Moses is saved from death and is raised in the home of Pharaoh as his daughter’s son 
· But Moses knew that he was a Hebrew 
· When Moses was a grown man he saw an Egyptian mistreating a Hebrew slave and Moses arose and killed the Egyptian (2:11-12) 
· Pharaoh found out about this and sought to kill Moses, so Moses fled to the land of Midian where he spent the next forty years as a shepherd (2:15) 
· God had not forgotten about His people, nor about His promise: Exodus 2:23-25
· God calls Moses to go and deliver the people of God (Exodus 3:1-14)
· God is going to use Moses even though Moses is reluctant  
· Are you ever reluctant to do what God is calling you to do? How do God’s promises to “certainly be with you” (Exodus 3:12) help us to accomplish what He wants us to do?
· Exodus 5:1- Moses and Aaron go before Pharaoh 
· At this time Pharaoh is the most powerful ruler in the whole world; in the eyes of the Egyptians he was considered a god; he has a massive free labor-force of Hebrew slaves who are powerless on their own to oppose him; and now two of the Hebrews come to Pharaoh and say that the God of the Israel wants him to let them all go 
· Exodus 5:2- scholars that the Egyptians worshipped around 2,500 different gods 

· Pharaoh says that he has never even heard of this God of the people of Israel 
· So Pharaoh in his hard-heartedness makes the work of the Hebrews even harder and more intense and they begin to complain to Moses and Aaron 

· Moses comes before God to basically say, “What do I do? Pharaoh is not letting them go, the people’s work has gotten harder, and they are discouraged and I am confused”
· God responds in Exodus 6:6-8 
· There are seven things that God says that He will do in these three verses
· Notice the care that God promises to His people in these verses. How are His promises here comforting to us today? 
· Many scholars have suggested that each of the plagues that the Lord brings upon Egypt was aimed at defying one of their false gods

· Exodus 12:12 Against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.
· Not only did the Egyptians worship false gods, but the Israelites were carried away with idolatry as well 
·  Ezekiel 20:4-10 
· God wants to prove to the Egyptians and the Israelites that He and He alone is God 
· Pharaoh resists the word of the Lord and refuses to let the Israelites go God begins to bring plagues upon Pharaoh and the people of Egypt 
· Plague 1: water turned to blood 

· Plague 2: frogs 

· Plague 3: gnats/lice 

· Plague 4: flies 

· There are two things to see with all of these plagues: 
· 1) They are utterly supernatural and from the hand of God (8:19) 
· 2) They would have been utterly devastating to experience 
· But one of the interesting things that you see with the fourth plague is that the people of God were not affected by it  

· Exodus 8:22-23
· God makes this distinction in order to reinforce in the Egyptians minds that this is something that the God of the Israelites is bringing about and in the midst of it He is protecting and caring for His people 

· This distinction between the people of Egypt and the people of Israel is seen in the fourth, fifth, sixth, and eighth plagues 
· Plague 5: disease in the livestock 

· Plague 6: boils 

· Plague 7: hail 

· Plague 8: locusts 

· Plague 9: darkness 
· This would have been a very significant plague because the Egyptians worshipped the false god Ra the god of the sun as their supreme god 

· This would have totally shaken up their entire religious system and all false worship in Egypt would have ceased during these three days because the people stayed in their houses during the darkness (10:23)

· This showed that their false god was powerless against the God of the Israelites

· Nine times Moses had gone before Pharaoh as the messenger of God and nine times Pharaoh had defied the word of the Lord 
· Now God was about to bring His tenth and last plague 

· Exodus 11:1- after this plague Pharaoh will release the people of God 
· The last plague is described in Exodus 11:4-7
· This plague would bring with it the death of every firstborn child, from the Pharaoh’s child all the way down to the firstborn of the animals 
· Once again the people of Israel would be distinguished from the Egyptians, but this time the distinction would not be automatic 
· They are not automatically spared because the people of Israel were just as guilty before God as the Egyptians were 

· There was something that the Israelites had to do:

· Get a lamb (12:3) that was perfect and without blemish (12:5) and kill it (12:6) and then take some of its blood and smear it around the doorframe of their home (12:7) 
· This would come to be known as the Lord’s Passover (12:11) 
· The purpose for doing this is seen in Exodus 12:112-13:

· They were saved because God saw the blood; God did not spare the Israelites because of their goodness, God spared the Israelites because He passed through and saw the blood of the sacrifice 
· Exodus 12:29-31: Because of this plague Pharaoh let the people of God 
· They have been freed from slavery, and they have been freed to worship and to serve God 

· Now they are able to go and truly be the people of God and enjoy the fullness of a relationship with Him which was impossible while they were in bondage 
· This event was so formative in the life of the people of God because it taught them so much 
· We see two distinct, though related acts of salvation

· By means of the judgment of God there is salvation from the tyranny and slavery of the Egyptians and Pharaoh 

· By means of the Passover sacrifice there is salvation from the judgment of God 

· The judgment of God upon the Egyptians frees them from their captivity in Egypt, but the Passover sacrifice frees them from the judgment of God 
· The Passover taught the Israelites an important truth: God saves by substitution 

· The lamb died in the place of and as the substitute for the firstborn 
· We see Jesus in the book of Exodus because Jesus is our Passover Lamb 

· 1 Corinthians 5:7 “Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed for us.”
· When John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him he exclaimed:

· John 1:29 “John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”
· Jesus is “the Lamb”- this brings with it all of the imagery of the Passover and the sacrificial system of the Old Testament 
· Jesus was the Lamb that was going to die for the people
· Jesus is “the Lamb of God”- this is the Lamb that God provides for the sacrifice 
· This is not the people providing a lamb and bringing it to God for a sacrifice; this is God demanding a sacrifice and God providing the lamb for the sacrifice 
· Jesus as the Lamb of God takes away the sin of the world”- He does this in the same was that the Passover lamb did: He dies in the place of His people as their substitute 
· Jesus, just like the Passover lamb, was killed so that others could be saved 

· When Jesus died on the cross He was taking upon Himself the punishment and the judgment of God that we deserve 
· GOD STILL SAVES BY SUBSTITUTE 

· But Jesus is not just a Lamb, He is a perfect and spotless Lamb 

· 1 Peter 1:18-19 “Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold … but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”
· Peter says that we are “redeemed” with the precious blood of Christ 
· God promised in Exodus 6:6 to redeem His people and He did so through the blood of the Passover lamb; now God redeems His people with the blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus
· For Jesus to be our Passover Lamb He had to be without blemish; in other words, He had to be without sin 
· Hebrews 4:15 “We have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-- yet was without sin.”
· When Jesus the perfect Lamb of God died on the cross He was not paying for His sins, because there were none; He was dying for and paying for our sins 
· He lived the life that we should have lived before God: a life of perfect obedience 
· And He died the death that we deserved to die: judged for our sins 
· The lamb imagery and how it typifies Jesus in the Old Testament and describes Jesus in the New Testament is overwhelming: 
· Isaiah 53:7 “He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth.”

· Revelation 5:6-14

· In God’s divine plan He ensured that Jesus would die at the time of the Passover celebration 
· Picture this in your mind’s eye: Jesus is there in a large upper room in Jerusalem on the night that He is to later be arrested; His death on the cross is immanent; He is there with His disciples to celebrate this Passover meal and remember the time when God delivered His people from their bondage through the Passover lamb 

· But as Jesus and His disciples celebrated the Passover He did something different: instead of Jesus relating the Passover to God’s deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt as it had always been done for centuries before, He related it to Himself 
· Matthew 26:26 “And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, "Take, eat; this is My body."”
· Jesus was talking about Him, His body, not about the deliverance from Egypt anymore 

· Matthew 26:27-28 “Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.””

· This deliverance is from more than just captivity and slavery in Egypt; it is a deliverance from the slavery and captivity of sin
· And the next day, during the time of the Passover celebration, the Lamb of God took away the sins of the world once and for all by dying on the cross  

· The Exodus that we see in the Old Testament is what Jesus, the Lamb of God, does in the life of those that He saves: 
· Jesus by His death rescues them from the judgment of God 

· And because of what Jesus has done His people are released from their slavery to sin 

· And this frees them to go and serve and worship God 

· After the Passover in the book of Exodus the people of God went free from the land of Egypt 
· But the massive army of the Pharaoh soon pursued them
· The people of God found themselves between the Red Sea and the Egyptian army 
· Moses said to the people of God in Exodus 14:13: “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever.”
· The Lord told Moses to lift his rod and stretch out his hand over the sea and God split the Red Sea so that His people could cross over on dry land 

· After His people safely crossed over through the midst of the sea the Egyptians pursued them and God returned the sea to where it was and the great Egyptian army was destroyed 

· With the parting of the Red Sea God had shown that against all odds He will rescue His people and deliver them into the Promised Land 

· In Jesus Christ God has once again shown that against all odds, against all the filthiness of our sin and the unworthiness of our lives and the depravity of our hearts, God still saves His people and delivers them into the Promised Land 
· Our sin was a much greater obstacle than the Red Sea, yet God parted it, removing it as far as the east is from the west, through Jesus Christ
· The only response is to worship and live for Jesus who is our Passover Lamb and the One that delivers us from the wrath to come! (1 Thessalonians 1:10) 

