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“I Love to Tell the Story”

Class 2 – Why We Don’t Tell the Story
· What evangelism is not:

· 1) Simply living a good life 
· 2) Scalp hunting 

· 3) Personal testimony 

· 4) The results of evangelism / “decisions” 

· 5) Only for the professional 

· 6) Social action / public involvement 

· 7) Apologetics 

· 8) Inviting someone to church 

· “Evangelism is not persuading people to make a decision; it is not proving that God exists, or making out a good case for the truth of Christianity; it is not inviting someone to a meeting; it is not exposing the contemporary dilemma, or arousing interest in Christianity; it is not wearing a badge saying ‘Jesus Saves’! Some of these things may be right and good in their place, but none of them should be confused with evangelism. To evangelize is to declare on the authority of God what He has done to save sinners, to warn men of their lost condition, to direct them to repent, and to believe in the Lord Jesus.” – John Cheeseman (Saving Grace, 113)
· Personal evangelism is like prayer: it is something that we all know that we should do and we all say that it is important, but few really do it in a real and meaningful way 

· Some common reasons given for not sharing the Gospel:

· 1) I don’t know any non-Christians 

· 2) I don’t have enough time for evangelism 

· 3) I don’t know how to share the Gospel  

· 4) I am shy 

· 5) I am scared that I might offend someone 

· 6) It might cause problems in my relationships (work, family, etc) 

· Excuses given in one survey for why people do not share their faith with others (the people were allowed to give more than one answer, which is why the percentages add up to be higher than 100):

· 62% - afraid of embarrassment 

· 51% - do not know what to say 

· 45% - do not know the answers to questions they might be asked 

· 32% - rarely think about doing evangelism 

· 27% - have not found any “style” with which they are comfortable 

· 24% - shy or insensitive to others 

· 5% - do not want to witness alone 

· The common theme that runs throughout this list is fear 
FEAR 

· 1) A main source of fear is Satan 

· 2 Timothy 1:7 “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”
· 2) A main source of fear is the fear of man 

· Proverbs 29:25 “Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe.”

· Psalm 118:6 “The LORD is with me; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”
Biblical response to fear in evangelism 
· A certain amount of fear may be desirable and healthy as long as it keeps us dependent upon God 
· 1 Corinthians 2:1-5

· 2 Corinthians 2:14-16

· 2 Corinthians 4:7

· 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

· From fear to boldness – Acts: 3:1-4:31 
· Boldness in evangelism- the absence of the fear of man and a confidence in God to equip and empower His people and a confidence in the power of the Gospel to save 
· 1) Spend time with Jesus 

· 2) Fear God and not man 

· 3) Pray for boldness 

· Ephesians 6:18-20 “praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 19 and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.”
· 4) Be filled with the Holy Spirit 

· Acts 1:8

