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“I Love to Tell the Story”

Class 5 – What’s Your Story?  
· Your story is not evangelism unless it contains the Gospel 

· Your story is a powerful vehicle for truth 
· We live in what sociologists call the “postmodern” age

· People believe that truth is relative and are more influenced by people’s stories and subjective experience than they are propositional truths and objective information 

· Your story is an easy way to talk about Jesus with others 

· Many times this serves to open other doors for evangelism  
· A person’s story should include three basic components (pre-conversion, conversion, post-conversion):
1) Life before Jesus Christ: briefest section; does not have to be overly specific 

2) How you became a Christian: the circumstances surrounding your trusting Jesus as Lord and Savior and an explanation of the Gospel 

3) Specific ways Christ has changed and is changing your life since trusting Him 

· Paul’s example of a person sharing their story 
· Saul was saved in Acts chapter 9 and his name was changed to Paul
· Acts records two times that he shares his testimony:
· Acts 22 before the angry mob in the temple  
· Acts 26 before King Agrippa 
ACTS 26 – Paul shares his testimony with King Agrippa 

Paul’s pre-conversion life (1-11)

· Use enough detail to inform, but do not get bogged down with unnecessary details 
· Relate to your audience (6-7)
· Agrippa has a Jewish background so Paul refers to the promised Jewish Messiah 
· One way to relate to your audience is to stress your self-centeredness before Christ 
· Share what your concept of Jesus was before your conversion (9-11)
· Tell people what you used to think about Jesus and Christianity 
· Do not be discouraged if you do not have a “rough” testimony 

· Be truthful 
· Do not embellish the facts of your past in order to add drama 
Paul’s conversion (12-18)

· Tell the person what happened that enabled you to be introduced to and trust in Jesus 
· Do not be afraid to show that this was a gradual process 
· Show how you now grasp the truth of the Gospel 
· Include the truths of the Gospel (18)
· Include a brief presentation of the Gospel stressing themes such as sin, the cross, forgiveness, and salvation 
· The problem that Jesus fixes is the problem of sin
· Keep Jesus at the center of the story 
Paul’s post-conversion life (19-23)

· Talk about commitment to Jesus 
· Paul says that he was not disobedient to what his new Lord told him to do (19)
· Share how your life has been different since trusting Jesus 
· Tell them that Jesus can do the same thing for them
· Salvation through Jesus is available to all (20, 23)
· Do not make your life seem perfect (21)
· Stress the cost of following Jesus (21)
Paul asks for a response (24-29)

· Ask the person if they understand 
· Ask them for questions or if they need clarification 
· Ask them if you can share with them some truths from the Bible about what it means to trust Jesus as you have 
Some more helpful hints 

· Use Scripture in your story 

· Try to avoid language that people will not understand 

· Write out your testimony and practice it 

· Should be under five minutes – have a short version and a longer version 
