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“I Love to Tell the Story”

Class 6 – Presenting the Biblical Gospel   
· There are several “methods” that can be used in sharing the Gospel 

· Think of it like a toolbox: a toolbox contains many different tools; some work better in certain situations than others 

· You can remove a bolt with a hacksaw or with a hammer and chisel or with a pair of pliers, but a wrench will work better than all of those 

· The more tools that we have to choose from the more effective we will be 
· Four essential elements that need to be included in any true biblical Gospel presentation:
· God 

· Man 

· Jesus 

· Our response 

· Why draw something? Why use a “visual aid” when presenting the Gospel? 

· 1) It helps the person better grasp some of the truths presented  
· 2) It helps the evangelist to stay on track of what they have talked about and where they are going 
· 3) After the evangelist is done they can give the person the piece of paper to remind them of what was talked about 

· The drawing is simply another tool 
· 2 Corinthians 5:21 
· This verse:
· Is a great summary of the Gospel 
· Is neatly divided into two parts 
· Contains the first three components of the Gospel message: God, man, and Jesus 
· All three people/components are mentioned twice in this verse; once in each part 

· This Gospel presentation is simply a commentary on this verse 
· Dialogue: “A nice summary of the Good News of the Bible is contained in this one verse. It talks about three people: God, us, and Jesus. And I would like to take a minute to help you understand all that this verse means and to do that we will need to look at a little background information so that we can better understand this verse and the people that it talks about.”
GOD
· Why start with God and not with sin? 

· We are not out to teach people everything that there is to know about God
· Four things about God 
· 1) God is Creator
· Genesis 1:1- “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”
· Revelation 4:11- “You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created.”
· Dialogue: “God created everything that there is: the sun, the moon, the stars, the earth, plants, and animals; He created everything. He even created mankind. The Bible says in Genesis 1:27 that God created man in His own image in the image of God He created them male and female. And because God is our Creator we owe Him allegiance and love. God created us, mankind, to love Him, and to worship Him, and to obey Him in all that we do. And since He created us He has the right to lay claim upon our lives.”
· 2) God is Holy 
· Isaiah 6:3- “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory”
· Revelation 4:8- “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.”
· Dialogue: “More than any other word the Bible uses the word holy to describe our Creator God. And when the Bible talks about God’s holiness it refers to the fact that He is totally without sin and that He is pure and totally without error in everything that He does. God always does the right thing. And because of God’s perfect holiness, He expects man to be holy as well.  As a matter of fact, in the Bible God says that man should be holy because God his Creator is holy.” 
· 3) God is Just 
· Psalm 7:11- “God is a just judge, And God is angry with the wicked every day.”
· Dialogue: “Because of God’s holiness He always deals with sin. Because He is holy and just He cannot simply turn a blind-eye to wrongdoing and evil and He does not simply sweep sin under the rug and ignore it. Because of His holy nature and character He must always punish sin. Think of it like this: if someone was guilty of a crime and they stood before a judge and the judge was good and the judge was just would the judge simply let them off the hook? Of course not. Because if he simply turned a convicted criminal loose and let him go then we would say that he was not a good judge and that justice had not been served. But God is a good and just judge and He makes sure that no sin or wrongdoing goes unnoticed and no sin or wrongdoing goes unpunished. If God simply turned a blind-eye to sin or let sinners off the hook with no one paying for their sins then He would cease to be good and just.”
· There is another blank, but I choose to leave this one blank for the time being and return to it in just a moment 
· It is where we are going to talk about God’s love, but I prefer to talk about their sin first before talking about God’s love in Jesus Christ 
MAN 
· Two things about man (specifically about them personally)
· 1) Man is a Sinner 

· Romans 3:23- “All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God”
· Romans 3:10-12- “There is none righteous, no, not one; There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.” 
· Matthew 22:37-39- “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.”
· Dialogue: “Do you consider yourself a good person? Let me ask you a couple of questions to see where you stack-up against the commandments of God. Do you know any of the Ten Commandments? Name one of them.                 Have you kept that commandment perfectly? If you have not kept that commandment that God has given to you what does that make you? By your own admission you are a liar and a thief and an adulterer at heart. So one day when you stand before this just Judge will He find you innocent or guilty according to His standard?” 
· Color in the man because you are stressing to them that they have sinned against God and He sees them in their sins 
· And when they say that God would find them guilty you can fill in the next line which is punishment 
· 2) Sinners Deserve and Receive Punishment 
· Romans 6:23- “The wages of sin is death”
· Dialogue: “Think about what a wage is: it is something that a person earns and something that a person deserves. So what we earn and what we deserve for our sin is death. This death is eternal death where we are separated from God forever in a place that the Bible calls hell. Hell is where sinners pay for offending and disobeying their holy and just creator God.” 
· Draw an arrow from God to the sinful man to symbolize God’s judgment or wrath or penalty 
· Stress that this leaves mankind in a terrible predicament under the judgment of God

· Stress that this is the best that we can do 

· Now we return to God and fill in the final blank

· 4) God is Love 
· Now we are making a transition to Jesus and what Jesus has done 
· 1 John 4:8; 16- “God is love” 
· Romans 5:8- “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
· This leads into talking about Jesus 

· God’s love caused Him to do something for us; it is an active love 
JESUS

· Four things about Jesus 
· 1) Jesus is God in the Flesh / the Son of God 
· John 3:16- “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
· Dialogue: “Jesus was no mere man, He was the very own Son of God. He was God in the flesh. He was totally God and at the same time totally man.         He was everything that it means to be God while at the same time being everything that it means to be man.” 

· 2) Jesus was Sinless 
· You are wanting to draw a contrast here between the person’s sinfulness and Jesus’ sinlessness

· Hebrews 4:15- “Jesus has been tempted in every way, just as we are-- yet was without sin.”
· Dialogue: “While we failed to perfectly love God and obey God and serve God, Jesus perfectly did those things. Jesus lived the kind of life that God demanded that we live: a perfectly holy life. The Bible tells us that Jesus loved God with all of His heart, mind, and soul and loved His neighbor as Himself perfectly. So while you and I and every other human who has ever lived are sinners, Jesus, God in the flesh, came and lived a perfectly sinless life.”
· 3) Jesus Died on the Cross for Our Sins 
· You want to communicate to them the meaning of the cross and why Jesus had to die 
· Romans 5:8- “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
· 1 John 4:10- “In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 
· 1 Peter 3:18- “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that He might bring us to God”
· Stress that Jesus took our place and took the punishment that we deserve 
· Dialogue: “On the cross Jesus was not paying for His own sins, because He never committed any. Jesus was perfect and innocent. But on the cross He was acting as our substitute and taking our place. On the cross God punished Him in our place; He punished Jesus instead of us. Jesus took upon Himself the punishment that we deserved because of our sins. And that was a supreme demonstration of the love of God. Because God is holy and just He must punish sins. And because of His love He provided a substitute, a sacrifice, to take our place, and it was His perfect Son Jesus.”
· 4) Jesus was Raised from the Dead 
· Romans 1:4- “Declared with power to be the Son of God by His resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.”
· Dialogue: “Three days after Jesus was killed on the cross He was raised from the dead. And this showed that Jesus really was who He claimed to be: the Son of God. And it showed that His sacrifice on the cross for the sins of people like us was acceptable in the eyes of God. Jesus’ resurrection also proved that Jesus had conquered death for Himself and that He was capable of conquering death for us. In His resurrection He defeated death for all those who follow Him.” 
RESPONSE
· Dialogue: “All of these truths call for a response from us; we cannot simply be neutral toward these things. We must respond to what God has done for us through Jesus.” 
· Grace and Faith 
· Ephesians 2:8-9- “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast.”
· Here you are stressing the nature of grace: it is unearned and unmerited favor; it is God giving the blessing of salvation to those of us that deserve His wrath 
· He gives this to us not because of what we have done, but because of what Jesus has done 
· Romans 6:23- “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
· We are linked to this grace by faith
· FAITH: Forsaking All I Trust Him
· Turn and Trust
· Now that you have built the context for 2 Corinthians 5:21 you can now explain what is described in that verse 
· You are going to focus on one part at a time; one half at a time 
· Dialogue: “When a person turns from their sins and trusts Jesus as their Lord and Savior by faith an amazing exchange takes place. And that exchange is seen in 2 Corinthians 5:21. There are two parts to the exchange”  
The first part of the exchange 
· God made Jesus who knew no sin and lived a perfect life to be sin for us 
· So in this exchange Jesus was credited with all of our sin 
· Draw an arrow from the man to the cross showing that man’s sins are credited to Jesus; write the word “sin” on it 
· As Jesus was credited with our sins God punished Him in our place 
· Draw an arrow from God to the cross showing that God’s judgment and wrath was given to Jesus 
· If our sins are paid for by Jesus, then we do not receive punishment because Jesus took our place  
· Cross out the arrow from God to man 
· Dialogue: “So God still remains just because sin is being punished, but it is no longer us who pays for the sins. It is Jesus. He is taking our place and the judgment and punishment that we deserve.” 
The second part of the exchange 
· We have no righteousness of our own because of our sin
· Even if our sins are taken away we still have no positive standing before God
· Jesus does have righteousness because He lived a perfect and righteous life 
· In this exchange we are given Jesus’ righteousness 
· Our sins are credited to Jesus and His righteousness is credited to us 
· Draw a line from the cross to the man and write the word “righteousness” or “goodness” on it; draw a circle around the man 
· Dialogue: “While we do not become righteous, we are given a righteous standing before God based upon Jesus’ perfect life. So now when God looks at a person who is a follower of Jesus He sees their sins paid for and He sees them with Jesus’ perfect life credited to them. Think of it in financial terms: this is not only a person coming and paying and canceling out our debt, it would also be like them depositing money that was not ours into our account. So our sins are not only forgiven, but we are credited with the righteousness and goodness of Jesus based upon His sinless life. So now when God looks at us He does not see our sins; He sees us covered with the perfect righteousness of Jesus.” 
· When a person’s sins are forgiven and they are covered with the righteousness of Jesus they are given the hope of heaven and eternal life when this life is over

· Romans 6:23- “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
· At this point ask them if they have questions and if everything that they have seen from the Bible made sense to them 

· Stress to them that they are still under God’s just wrath for their sin until they turn from their sins and trust Jesus Christ 

· Urge them to trust Jesus right now by simply praying to Him and expressing their faith and trust in Him because of what Jesus Christ has already done for them in His life, death, and resurrection 
· This week do these few things: 

· Memorize 2 Corinthians 5:21 

· Memorize what the four components of a Gospel presentation are 

· Look over your sheet that is filled out and study it and the Scriptures and the concepts behind it 

· Take a blank one and fill it out from memory 

· Try and write this out on a blank sheet of paper from memory 

· Practice this with someone 
