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Notes/Questions for Colossians 3:12-15 Sermon
Preached 6-1-2008 

1) The basis for putting on the Christ-like qualities 
· To put election in its simplest form it is God’s choosing for Himself a people not based upon them, but based upon Him and His sovereign good pleasure and will 
· One theologian writes,
· “The doctrine of election demonstrates to us that God loved us, not for who we are or what we have done or will do, but simply because He decided to love us.” (Wayne Grudem, Christian Beliefs, 88) 
· This truth is seen in the Old Testament with God’s choosing of the people of Israel 
· Deuteronomy 7:6-8

· The term election and elect in its various forms is used over 20 times in the New Testament referring to God’s choosing of a people for salvation and comes from the lips of Jesus and from the pens of the Apostles Paul, Peter, and John 

· Ephesians 1:4-6
· 2 Thessalonians 2:13
· How does being the “elect” or “chosen” of God serve as the basis for the command to put on the Christ-like characteristics of verse 12? 
· We are not elect because we are holy and beloved; we are holy and beloved because we are elect 

· What does it mean to be “holy” and “beloved” in this context? How does that equip me to “put on” the qualities of verse 12? 
· Paul wants us to understand who we are in Jesus Christ and in this love relationship with God because this serves as the basis for his ethical commands 
· Being the elect of God does not exempt me from these ethical demands; it empowers me for these ethical demands and serves as the basis for why I need to put on these things and for how I am going to put on these things 

· I put these things on not to make me chosen and holy and beloved, but because I am chosen and holy and beloved 
2) The Christ-like qualities that are to be put on 
· Romans 13:14
· What is the result of “putting on the Lord Jesus Christ”? 
· I must “put off” anything that does not look like Jesus and “put on” those things that do
· Jesus is the example for all of these qualities 
· TENDER MERCIES / COMPASSION 

· Compassion can be defined as “a sympathetic consciousness of others distress along together with a desire to alleviate it” 
· Question for you to ask to see if you have put on tender mercies/compassion: Am I genuinely moved by the distress and hardship of others in a way that causes me to act to alleviate their suffering?

· KINDNESS
· Goodness that is directed toward others 

· Acts 28:2 “And the natives showed us unusual kindness; for they kindled a fire and made us all welcome, because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold.”

· Ephesians 2:7 
· Titus 3:4  
· Question for you to ask to see if you have put on kindness: When people are around me do they feel like they have been treated with kindness or harshness? When I interact with strangers (clerk at the store, waitress, telemarketer) do they get the impression that I am harsh or that I am kind?

· HUMILITY

· Absence of self-exaltation 

· Philippians 2:3-8 

· What does it mean to be a “glory-thief”? 
· Isaiah 42:8; 48:11

· James 4:6 
· Galatians 6:14
· Question for you to ask to see if you have put on humility: Do you feel the weight of your dependency upon God or do you live as is you are self-dependent? Is your life lived by making much of yourself or making much of Jesus Christ? Is your boasting in you or is your boasting in the cross? 
· MEEKNESS/GENTLENESS 
· Some people wrongly believe that meekness is synonymous with weakness

· Meekness is the willingness to suffer injury rather than inflict it 

· If you are not meek then you are going to have a really hard time caring out some of the commands of Jesus:

· Matthew 5:39-44 

· Question for you to ask to see if you have put on meekness/gentleness: How do I treat others? Am I tender and gentle in my dealings with others? How do I handle criticism in areas where I know that I struggle? Do I feel compelled to fight back when I am wronged or offended? 
· LONGSUFFERING/PATIENCE  

· Opposite of resentment and revenge 
· Longsuffering is able to endure troubling circumstances and even troubling people because its hope and trust rests in God 
· 1 Timothy 1:16

· Question for you to ask to see if you have put on longsuffering/patience: When things get hard and when things get trying do I patiently trust God or do I get overly anxious? Am I patient with others because God has been and is patient with me? Do I look to God with a resolved trust in the midst of hardtimes or do I panic and try to find relief on my own? 
· LOVE 

· For the individual love is like the belt that pulls and holds all these other attributes together 
· Love also functions to bind us together as the Body of Christ  

· John 13:34-35
· 1 John 3:18  


· Our mission statement for the church says: NorthRidge Fellowship exists to glorify God by loving Him, loving one another, and loving our community and the world 
· The theme of loves permeates it: our love for one another is a manifestation of the love that we have for God in Christ and then the love that we have toward one another within the church gives us credibility as we love our community and the world 
· 1 Corinthians 13
· Question for you to ask to see if you have put on love: Is my love for others seen in tangible, real, demonstrable deeds or in word only? Can I truly say that I love my brothers and sisters in Christ in the church? Are all the other virtues that Paul gives in verse 12 lived out in my life with an attitude of love for God and love for others?
3) The results of our putting on these Christ-like qualities  
· Paul predominantly has in mind relationships within the Body of Christ (though these things will no doubt be seen in all relationships where these qualities are put on)

· The results of putting these characteristics and virtues on will be an individual change which results in a relational change with others 

· Bear with one another 
· This is lovingly enduring with others even when they fail or do not meet our expectations for them 
· We bear with others knowing how graciously God bears with us 
· Notice that this speaks to the offended rather than the offender 

· Forgive one another 
· Forgiveness that is modeled upon Christ’s forgiveness of us 
· Peace 
· Colossians 1:20
· John 14:27
· Philippians 4:6-7
· Paul main point is not individual peace, but corporate peace within the church; “one body” 

· Ephesians 4:3 
· Romans 12:18 
· Thankfulness 
· 1 Thessalonians 5:18 
· Thankfulness is the remedy for complaining and whining 

· When we complain and when we whine we are in essence saying, “God I do not agree with the way that You are treating me and I think that You could do a better job” 
· Complaining destroys the peace mentioned in the first part of the verse 
· Change in the Body of Christ begins with change in the individual follower of Jesus Christ

· What do you need to “put off” and what do you need to “put on”? 

