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Notes/Questions for Colossians 3:13 Sermon
Preached 6-8-2008 

· One of the themes that you see being played out thus far in the third chapter of Colossians is that since there has been a change in my relationship to God through Jesus Christ there must now be a change in my relationship with others 
· In the first two chapters of Colossians Paul stresses and lays out right theology and then in the second half of the book, the last two chapters, he lays out right living based upon and founded upon that right theology
· Notice that he does not merely say to forgive one another; he says that we are to forgive one another as Christ has forgiven us

· The basis of my forgiveness of others is the forgiveness that I have received in Christ 
· Because you have received vertical forgiveness from God based upon the work of Jesus Christ, then you should dispense horizontal forgiveness to others 
Understanding the Forgiveness that God Offers to Sinners Through Jesus 
· The Bible is a story of forgiveness and the Gospel is a message of forgiveness 
· But God’s forgiveness of us rests upon the truth that we have done something that we are in need of being forgiven for 
· Romans 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”

· Romans 3:10-12 “As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one; 11 There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. 12 They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.”
· These are no minor offenses, because these are offenses against God 
· Psalm 51:4 “Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight -- That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge.”
· And this brings dire consequences: God’s justice demands that sin be punished 

· Isaiah 64:6 “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.
· Yet our amazingly loving God takes the initiative to save sinful rebels like us 
· In His justice God must punish and deal with sin, so He sends His beloved Son Jesus who is all God and at the same time all man to come to this earth to take their sin and die in their place 
· God does not forgive sin apart from Jesus Christ and what He accomplished in His life and death and resurrection 
· Psalm 103:12 “As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.”
· Micah 7:19 “He will again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities under foot. Yes, You will cast all their sins Into the depths of the sea.”
· Colossians 1:14 “in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.”
· Total forgiveness of those things past, present, and future; every sin coming under the cleansing and forgiving blood and payment of Jesus Christ for the Christian 
God’s judicial forgiveness 

· God’s judicial forgiveness is what we receive at the moment of salvation: it is immediate and complete and total and does not have to be sought again; all of my sins were dealt with by God at the cross and I will never be condemned for them at all in the least by God 
· Romans 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus”
God’s parental or relational forgiveness
· This is the ongoing forgiveness that God grants as our Father: we need to be in an ongoing cycle of coming to God and asking for and seeking His forgiveness for sins that we commit 

· But we are not seeking forgiveness in terms of salvation; we are seeking forgiveness in the sense that we have wronged our Father that we love 

·  Our relationship with God as Father is established at the moment of our salvation yet our on-going sin comes between us and our Father; not in the sense that we lose our salvation or cease to be His child, but in the same sense it does for us as human parents 
Here is why this distinction is important: there are texts in the New Testament that say God’s forgiveness of us is dependant upon our forgiveness of others 
· Matthew 6:14-15 “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”
· Here is how this works in real life: when I do not forgive I am disobeying God because He has commanded me to forgive others when they sin against me; so when I withhold forgiveness there is a breech in my relationship with God because of my sin of unforgiveness 
· So in a parental and relational sense God withholds forgiveness from me when I withhold forgiveness from others 
Paul’s use of the term “one another” reminds us that there will be times when I will have to grant forgiveness and times when I will need forgiveness 

· I may have to give it today and I may hope to receive it tomorrow 
Our forgiveness of one another is to be modeled upon Jesus’ forgiveness of us
Jesus’ forgiveness is:
· Complete
· Costly
· Luke 23:33-34 “And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left. 34 Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.”
· Example of the father who’s daughter was killed at Columbine 
· Constant
· Matthew 18:21 “Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”
· Matthew 18:22 “Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.”
· Jesus is saying that no one can keep that kind of account of wrongs, and that is the point: keeping count of wrongs has nothing to do with forgiveness; forgiveness is to be constant 
· What are some other examples of Jesus’ forgiveness that He freely gives to Christians that we can model in our forgiveness of others? 

Is Jesus’ forgiveness conditional? And if it is conditional is our forgiveness of others to be conditional as well? 

· It is accurate to say that Jesus’ forgiveness is conditional because it is conditioned upon repentance and faith 
· With that in mind, is our forgiveness of others conditioned upon their repentance? 
· What Paul is talking about is unconditional forgiveness that we give to others 

· The stress here is on the offended and not the offender 

· The one offended has a responsibility to look like Christ in the midst of someone else’s sin against them even if the offender does not repent 
· The word for forgiveness used in verse 13 in the original language means “to bestow favor freely or unconditionally”

· If my forgiveness is dependant upon the offender’s repentance, then there are some people that I will never forgive 

· Some people that hurt you and sin against you are never going to repent: maybe because of the hardness of their hearts or because they did something against you and are not even aware of it 
· If my granting of forgiveness hinges on the offender’s repentance and I am commanded to repent then anytime I am the least bit offended or wronged I would need to go and confront the person so they could repent and I could forgive 

· But forgiveness should not make us more confrontational; it should make us less confrontational 

· “The emphasis is on forgiving freely, generously, willingly, eagerly, speedily – and from the heart. The attitude of the forgiver is where the focus of Scripture lies, not the terms of the forgiveness.” (John MacArthur, The Freedom and Power of Forgiveness) 

What forgiveness is not: 

Forgiveness is not a feeling 
· It is not an emotion or something that I feel; it is an act of the will 

· Forgiveness is something that I choose to do 

Forgiveness is not forgetting 
· Isaiah 43:25 “I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; And I will not remember your sins.”
· Jeremiah 31:34 “For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”
· God does not forget our sin; He chooses and promises not to remember our sin 
· But while forgetting is passive, forgiving is active: it is me choosing not to bring it back to my memory 

· That is what God does in salvation with our sins: He does not forget them in the sense that they have passed form His memory, but rather He chooses not to mention them or recount them or think about them or bring them up to me again 

· That is what we are to do when we forgive: it is not that the offense is wiped away from our memory banks forever; that is impossible 

· But it is us, the offended party, making a decision not to think about and talk about the offense again 

Forgiveness does not mean that we no longer feel the pain 
· We can choose to forgive even when the hurt and the disappointment and the pain is still there 

Forgiveness does not mean that there will not need to be confrontation 
· Some things simply need to be overlooked 

· Proverbs 19:11 “The discretion of a man makes him slow to anger, And his glory is to overlook a transgression.”
· Colossians 3:14 “But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.”

· 1 Peter 4:8 “And above all things have fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a multitude of sins.”
· Proverbs 17:9 “He who covers a transgression seeks love”
· There are times when sin must be lovingly confronted 
· But you go forgiving and you go loving and you go with grace in your heart toward them

Forgiveness does not mean that there are not consequences that remain 
· Even when forgiveness is granted there are many times still consequences for both the offender and the one offended 
Ken Sande, in his excellent book “The Peacemaker” gives four promises of forgiveness that are instructive as well as biblical:
· 1) I will not dwell on this incident 
· 2) I will not bring this incident up and use it against you 
· 3) I will not talk to others about this incident 
· 4) I will not allow this incident to stand between us or hinder our personal relationship 
Forgiveness is not optional for the Christian; the Christian must forgive as they have been forgiven: “so you also must do”
Matthew 18:23-35
· It is easy to see who we are in the parable 
· We are the ones who have been forgiven of everything 
· Our gracious and forgiving King is equally outraged today when His children refuse to forgive others 

When you are tempted to withhold forgiveness; when you have been hurt and sinned against; when the pain is real and the betrayal is fresh and you think that there is no possible way that you can forgive LOOK TO THE CROSS  

· Remember all that you have been forgiven of through Jesus Christ and then forgive one another 

· Are you forgiving of others? 

· Does your love for one another “cover a multitude of sins? 

· Is there someone that you need to grant unconditional forgiveness to? 

· Does your forgiveness of others look like the forgiveness that you have been given in Jesus Christ?

· Are you willing to forgive others for minor offenses, but struggle with “costly” forgiveness? 

· When you need to forgive others do you think of the cross and all that you have been forgiven of? 

