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Notes/Questions for Colossians 3:16-17 Sermon
Preached 6-22-2008 

“Full Bucket Christianity” 

· Commenting on this passage British preacher R.E.O. White observed, “The surest sign that you are carrying a full bucket is wet feet” 

· The Apostle Paul in this passage, and in all of chapter 3, is an overwhelming advocate of “full bucket” Christianity where a person is so filled with Jesus Christ that their life overflows with Christ 
· Many people favor casual Christianity over committed Christianity 

· But nothing could be further from the truth of the Bible and the call of Jesus Christ 
· For Jesus it is all or it is nothing 
· In the text we will see:
· The committed Christian and God’s Word 

· The committed Christian and worship 

· The committed Christian and life 
The committed Christian and God’s Word 
· “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly with all wisdom” 
· In the original language this could literally be translated “the word about Christ” so in a very specific sense this is a reference to the Gospel

· The Gospel is for life: it must be the source of the Christian’s strength and direction and hope and trust and vision 
· Because my standing before God is based solely upon the Good News that Jesus has lived for me and died for me and been raised from the dead for me 
· So it is having the Gospel constantly before me that will drive me constantly to Christ 
· The “word of Christ” or the “word about Christ” in verse 16 could in a more general sense refer to all of the Scripture: all of Scripture bears witness to Jesus Christ and is in one way or another about Him and God’s plan of redemption 
· He does not just say, “read the Bible”; he says let the word of Christ “dwell in you richly”

· Just reading the Bible does not guarantee that the word of Christ will dwell in your richly 

· “Dwell” means “to live in” or “to be at home in” 
· “Richly” means abundantly, without any limitation, fully, and completely 
· What do you need to do so that the “word of Christ” can take up residence within your life? 

· Why is just reading the Bible not enough? 
· A true desire for God will result in a true desire for God’s Word 

· 1 Peter 2:2-3 “As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.”
· Do you desire God’s Word with the same fervency that a newborn baby desires milk? 
· Are you desperate for God’s Word? 
· The result of the Word of Christ richly dwelling within you will be “wisdom” 
· The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom 
· Where does the fear of the Lord come from? It comes from diving deep into the Bible and coming to know the God of His Word 
· In the parallel passage for this in Ephesians 5:18-20 Paul speaks of being filled with the Spirit 

· These are two sides of the same coin: to be filled with the Spirit is to be controlled by God’s Word and to let the word of Christ richly dwell within you is to be controlled by God’s Spirit 
· And both of those are marks of a committed Christian 
The committed Christian and worship 
· “Teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God” 
· Teaching and admonishing are two different yet related things: they are different means to the same goal which is a transformed life 
· The three terms that Paul uses in this verse, psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, do not carry a sharp distinction between the three of them, but there is some nuance to each one 

· “Psalms” refers to the book of Psalms in the Old Testament; the early church sang the Psalms 
· “Hymns” were common songs about Christ that were known in the early church; Colossians 1:15-20 is an example 
· “Spiritual songs” could have been songs of personal testimony about God’s grace; much like a Gospel song today 
· These psalms and hymns and spiritual songs can teach and admonish in the church because they communicate truth 

· The medium of the music, the style of the music, always must remain secondary to the message that it conveys 

· The primary issue is what is communicated; the secondary issue is how it is communicated 

· 1 Corinthians 14:15 “What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with my mind also; I will sing praise with my spirit, but I will sing with my mind also.”
· The mind is not unengaged during worship; it is to be active and it is to be set upon the things of God and the truths that are communicate through song 

· One of the signs of a mature worshipper is that they can feast upon truth even when the musical medium is not their preference or their style or maybe even is not really that good 
· And they can worship because their worship is driven by truth
· Paul mentions the heart in verse 16 
· His point is that this singing, this worship involves the whole person and their whole being 
· Just like it is possible to read the Bible and it not dwell in you richly, it is possible to sing Christian songs with the people of God and it not be worship 

· When we sing our hearts must agree with our mouths 

· Amos 5:23 “Take away from Me the noise of your songs, For I will not hear the melody of your stringed instruments.”
· Matthew 15:8 “These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me.”
· How many times have you sang with your lips, yet your heart was far from God? 
· What could you do so that your heart would match the things that you sing? 
· True worship has a direction: it is directed “to the Lord” 

· When you are worshipping God you have an audience of One
· There is a corporate aspect in that together we are singing and teaching and admonishing one another 
· There is a singular aspect in which my worship is directed to God and Him alone 
The committed Christian and life 
· Verse 17 is still talking about worship because if you are a follower of Jesus Christ then you realize that all of life is meant to be an act of worship 
· 1 Corinthians 10:31 “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”
· This is simply living out the truth of Colossians 3:4- “Christ who is our life” 

· We cannot miss the theme of gratitude in this verse
· The sacrificial death of the sinless Son of God for me in my place dying for my sins should motivate me to live for Him and to serve Him 
· Jesus Christ is looking for people to serve Him gladly with gratitude and thanks toward Him 
· Just like you can read the Bible and not have the word of Christ dwelling in your richly, and just like you can sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs and it not be worship because your heart is far from God, you can do things for God and for Christ and in the church and they not really be a fulfillment of this verse because you can be motivated by guilt rather than by gratitude 

· Isaiah 6:1-8

· Isaiah’s motivation to serve God and declare, “Here am I! Send me” came from gratitude for the grace he had been shown
· Are you motivated to serve God more out of guilt than you are gratitude for all that Christ has done? 
· Does your service seem like labor or can you joyfully serve because you are focused on the cross? 
· What does it mean to be a fearless and faithful follower of Jesus Christ?

· When others look at your life is this how they would describe you? 

· Jesus’ appraisal of the church at Laodicea:
· Revelation 3:15-16 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.”
· Becoming lukewarm is a process: you are not hot one day and lukewarm the next; you gradually cool 
· Are you becoming lukewarm in your relationship to Jesus? 

· Would your relationship with Jesus be described as “full bucket” Christianity where your life overflows with Christ? 
