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Notes/Questions for Colossians 3:19 Sermon
Preached 6-29-2008 

“Being a Husband in the Name of the Lord Jesus” 

· The overarching theme of Colossians chapter 3 is that Jesus Christ matters in all of life 

· In Colossians 3:18-4:1 Paul shows how we command “whatever you do in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus” (3:17) is lived out in various relationships 
· Are these commands concerning the family bound by the culture and bound to the times in which they were given or are they timeless truths and timeless commands that transcend time and culture? 
· 1) Nothing in the text suggests that these were temporary commands for specific situations 
· 2) If these commands were culturally specific, then what becomes our standard for today?

· God’s pattern for marriage and the family is not tied to culture, rather it is rooted in creation and God’s design for the family 
· The truths seen in this passage are not bound by culture – rather our marriages are bound by this text   
· In this instruction to husbands there is a positive command and a negative command 

· The positive command, what we are supposed to do, is love our wives 
· The negative command, what we are not supposed to do, is to be bitter or to be harsh toward our wives 
“Husbands love your wives” 
· Everything that husbands are commanded to do can fall under the general heading of “love your wife”  

· In the Greek language of Paul’s day there were three words that could be used for love: each of these words carried with it a different nuance of meaning 
· “Phileo”- this was a brotherly and friendship kind of love 

·  “Eros”- this referred to sexual love 

· But Paul uses neither of these words for love in verse 19; he is not talking about a friendship kind of love, although a husband and wife surely should enjoy that type of love; not is he talking about a sexual kind of love, although that is surely part of the marriage relationship as well
· Paul used the word “agape”- this referred to God’s kind of love that is active and sacrificial and beneficial in the life of the object of that love 
Ephesians 5:25-33

· In Colossians 3:19 Paul tells us to love and in Ephesians 5 he tells us how that love is to be manifested and who that love is to be patterned after 
· This is how we are supposed to love our wives: just as Christ also loved the church (Ephesians 5:25)
· Jesus and His love for the church is the example and the model and the magnitude that our love is to exemplify and to be patterned after 
· The marriage relationship has a grander purpose than just your enjoyment and stability for society 

· As with everything else in the universe the purpose of marriage is for God to be glorified 
· But for us to truly understand marriage we have to rightly understand how it is that God aims to be glorified in marriage 

Ephesians 5:31-32 

· In verse 31 Paul quotes Genesis 2:24 and refers to the first marriage: God brought them together as husband and wife and formed a “one flesh” covenant relationship 
· In verse 32, Paul says that this is a great mystery, but he is taking about Christ and the church 
· The mystery that Paul is talking about and the key to understanding marriage and how it is that God aims to be glorified in marriage: God created human marriage on the pattern of Jesus and His relationship to His church 
· The greatest purpose of your marriage is to put the covenant relationship of Jesus Christ and His church on display 

· This is why God hates divorce: because marriage is designed to picture Jesus and the church 
· When a couple calls it quits and throws in the towel what kind of picture does that paint of Jesus and how He loves His church? What kind of picture does that paint of the church and its commitment to its Lord? 
Husbands love your wives…

· With a love that is sacrificial (Ephesians 5:25)
· Christ loves the church with a self-sacrificing love: the kind of love that will give its all for the one that is the object of that love

· His love is sacrificial; His love is selfless; Jesus’ love caused Him to act and to sacrifice on behalf of the church that He loves 
· For husbands to do this they must live for their wives 
· Husbands, how can you sacrificially live for your wife? 

· What are some tangible ways that you can sacrifice for her? 

Husbands love your wives…

· With a love that is sanctifying (Ephesians 5:26-27)

· Jesus not only saves His church from their sins, but he also transforms them and makes them day-by-day more holy 
· Husbands are to have a purifying love and a sanctifying effect upon their wives  
· A love that seeks to help their wives be the woman that God has called them to be 

· A wife should be able to say that because of the influence and the leadership of their husband in their life that they are better Christians and closer to Jesus 

· This means that a husband: 

· Will keep their wife from sin 
· Will encourage her in her walk with the Lord
· Will be a godly example in the home 
· Husbands, how can you be a sanctifying influence in your wife’s life? 

· What are some tangible things that you can do to encourage her in her relationship with Jesus? 

· What are some things that you might currently do that discourage her in her relationship with Jesus? 
Husbands love your wives…

· With a love that is sensitive (Ephesians 5:28, 30)

· Husbands must love their own wives as their own bodies 
· We know when something comes into our lives that is painful; we know when something comes into our lives that hurts: we are sensitive to ourselves 

· When we love our wives as we love our own bodies then we will be aware of the things that hurt her, aware of the things that bring her pleasure, aware of the things that she needs 
· In verse 30 we see that Jesus loves the church not just as if it were His body, but because in fact it is His body 
· Husbands, if you were to be asked what your wife’s fears are, where her struggles are, what her pressing needs are, what she is apprehensive about, and assorted questions like that, that you would be able to answer them in an informed way that shows you are sensitive toward her?  
Husbands love your wives…

· With a love that is satisfying (Ephesians 5:29)
· You take care of your body because it is yours
· The point is that that care is to mirror the care you give to your spouse 

· “Nourish” means to bring to maturity 

· “Cherish” literally means to warm, but in this context it brings with it the idea of tenderness toward someone else 

· Nourishing points to caring for her needs, while cherishing shows the high value we have of our wives 
· Ways that a husband can love his wife with a satisfying love:
· Let her know what she means to you / Tell her that you love her  
· Jesus Christ loves me and I know it because He has told me such 

· Romans 8:35, 38-39
· Likewise, our wives should hear us tell them that we love them 
· Listen to her and listen to her needs 
· Jesus encourages and asks us to communicate with Him in prayer and He is always attentive and never simply feigns attention, but His attention for His people is undivided 

· Likewise, husbands must listen to their wives, not just looking to “fix” her problem, but to be an attentive ear to the needs of our wives 

· Husbands, are there areas in your relationship with your wife where she is not satisfied? 
· What are some ways that you might be able to change that? 
Husbands love your wives…

· With a love that is specific (Ephesians 5:33a)

· The husbands love is modeled after the specific love that Christ has for His church 
· Apart from Jesus’ relationship with the Father and the Holy Spirit, the next greatest object of His affection and love is the church 
· Husbands we are to follow that example: apart from our relationship with and love for God our love for our wives is to be second 

· Husbands, have you allowed other things to come between you and your spouse? Things such as career, children, hobbies? 
· What steps can you take to ensure that your relationship with God comes first and your wife comes second? 
“Do not be bitter toward them” (Colossians 3:19) 
· Some translations say, “do not be harsh with them”

· Peter helps us to understand what is meant here:
· 1 Peter 3:7- “Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.”
· Husbands are to treat their wives in an “understanding way” where “honor” is shown to them 
· If you view your wife as a priceless gift from God that He has lovingly and graciously brought into your life it will help you not to be harsh toward her 
· This means that a husband will:
· Protect his wife 
· Make sure that your relationship with her and your interaction with her is a safe place: a place where you protect her emotionally and spiritually 
· Your relationship with her is a place where she is never belittled, never put down, never verbally berated, or anything else 
· Be committed and be faithful to her 

· Provide security in the relationship where your wife is assured of your commitment and assured of your faithfulness 
· When she fails or disappoints or messes up or sins, she is still secure because she is secure in the husband’s love and commitment and faithfulness 

· Know Jesus and live like Jesus in the marriage relationship 
· Read the Word of God and see how Jesus interacts in His relationship with the church and by God’s grace live that out in your marriage 
· What a great challenge and responsibility husbands are given in this one verse 

· You are in desperate need of God’s grace to accomplish the task that He has assigned to you 
· The first relationship that must be in order is your relationship with Jesus 
· As we grow closer to Jesus we will begin to look more and more like Jesus in our homes and in our marriages and God will be glorified 
