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Notes/Questions for Colossians 3:20-21 Sermon
Preached 7-13-2008 

“Being Children and Parents in the Name of the Lord Jesus” 

· Life is made up of various relationships that we have with other people 

· And a biblical understanding of relationships helps us to see three things about the relationships that we have in our lives:
· 1) There is a hierarchy in our relationships 

· Some relationships take precedent over other relationships and are more important than other relationships
· 2) Certain relationships affect other relationships 

· Having trouble in one relationship will have a negative impact on other relationships 
· 3) My relationship with God through Jesus Christ is the foundation for all other relationships that I have 

· Verse 17 and doing all in the name of the Lord Jesus serves as the basis for being a wife or a husband or a child or a parent 
· Paul has previously dealt with the subject of reconciliation between sinful man and God through Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:19-22) 
· Now that vertical relationship with God through Jesus informs and affects my horizontal relationships with others 
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 Married Adults with Children 
                     Children 

· The more important the relationship is the closer to the center it is 
· Inner circle relationships affect outer circle relationships
· If I am struggling in my relationship with God then all the other relationships that fall outside that relationship will be affected 
· If a person is struggling in a relationship they must trace it back to the center because the root problem may not be in that relationship, but in a relationship  closer to the center 
· This is necessary to understand because: The parent / child relationship cannot be right until the husband / wife relationship is right and the husband / wife relationship cannot be right until the God / sinner relationship is right 
· The word that Paul uses for “children” in Colossians 3:20 is the Greek work “tekna” and in this context it refers to any child that is still living at home and under the parent’s guidance 
· In God’s eyes a child’s obedience to their parents is a huge deal 
· The Fifth Commandment: Exodus 20:12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you.”
· 2 Timothy 3:1-4 “But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God”
· Romans 1:29-31 “They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless.”
· Parents, do you view disobedience the same way that God does? 
· Do you see the seriousness of a child’s disobedience to their parents? 
· The command of Colossians 3:20 will be impossible for a child to do unless they realize that they are a person that is under the authority of another 
· Children have to realize that there is an order in the home that has been established by God for their good and for their well-being 
· A child needs to learn to live under authority because they will be under authority their whole lives 
· What are some ways that our culture and society have sought to minimize parental authority? 
· What are some parenting styles and models that minimize parental authority? 
· Parents exercise authority over their children as God’s agents 
· When they act they are acting on behalf of God as an agent of God 
· So this is not just a parent wielding authority for their own sakes or their own good, but doing so with the agenda of God with the hope that children learn to ultimately rest under the authority of God 

· The authority that the parent is to exercise in the home is to be loving, gracious, tender, kind, and selfless because the parent is acting on behalf of God who is their authority
· With this in mind, parents have to view their children as a gift from God and view the parenting task as a stewardship from God 
· Psalm 127:3- “Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward.”
· In the original language the word translated “heritage” can mean “possession” or “property” 
· Our children are the “property” of God, yet He has entrusted them to our care; we must care for them in the way that the Owner has prescribed in His Word 
· Since God has commanded children to obey, when a child disobeys their parents it is not just a parent / child issue, it is a child / God issue 

· A child’s obedience to their parents is “well pleasing to the Lord” 

· This should serve as the motivation for children to obey, as well as the motivation for me to help my children and to teach my children to obey 
· There is blessing that comes with obedience to God and this specific command to children comes with specific blessings 
· Ephesians 6:1-3 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor your father and mother" (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 "that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.”
· When a child honors their parents they are essentially doing two things:
· 1) They are showing them respect in the way that they interact with them 
· 2) They are recognizing their parent’s authority 

· Tedd Tripp in his excellent book, “Shepherding a Child’s Heart” refers to what he calls the ‘Circle of Blessing’ (page 131) 
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· Imagine a circle of blessing that surrounds your child: when they honor and obey their parents they are within the circle of blessing and things are going well for them and as Colossians 3:20 says they are well-pleasing to the Lord 

· But if they fail to honor and obey their parents they move outside the circle of blessing and then things start to go wrong; they then cease in many ways to be blessed by God because they are rebelling against the commands of God 

· The motivation for the child is that they want to get back to that place of blessing and benefit through honoring and obeying their parents and the motivation for the parent is that I want my child to get back to that place of blessing where things go well for him 
· This obedience is to be total 

· Notice in verse 20 that this says “children obey your parents in all things”; this defines the scope of the child’s obedience 
· The only exception to this is if the parent was trying to lead the child into sin

· Acts 5:29 “We must obey God rather than men” 
· This obedience is to be done without a challenge or without a fight or without an excuse or without backtalk and it is to be done immediately 
· When children are told to do something by their parents then they must think, “The greatest way that I can please and glorify God right now is to obey immediately without complaining, grumbling, or back-talking” 
· Parents need to hold their children to that standard 

· The “Don’t make me count to three!” approach teaches children:

·  There is a period of time where they do not have to obey; that period between the command and 2.9999 is a place where disobedience is permissible 
· They can obey on their terms 
· Obedience is to be “right away without delay” 
· A parent should build into the system of obedience in their home an opportunity for the child to respectfully and in a way that still honors the parent have their voice heard 
·  This helps the parent to safeguard against being capricious in their parenting and allows the parent to possibly rethink something that they have told the child to do 
· This helps the child to know that they have an opportunity to respectfully have some system of recourse 

· When we tell the children to do something then they have the opportunity to respectfully say to us, “May I ask you a question?” 
· If the parent chooses, the matter can then be discussed, knowing that ultimately the child is still called to obey no matter what the outcome 
· As a child gets older (say the teenaged years) they could have the option of asking if they could sit down and discuss a given matter with their parents 
· Parents, do you have a system in your home where your child can respectfully have their voice heard? 
· This obedience is to be from the heart 

· This not only informs the way a child is to obey, but this also informs the way that I have to parent 
· It is possible for a child to outwardly obey a command given by their parent while inwardly having a defiant and disobedient heart 
· Addressing the issues of the heart must be the primary goal in parenting 
· This means that a parent must address not just the behavior, but more importantly the inward attitude and disposition of the heart that produces the behavior 
· A child’s heart is sinful (just like the heart of their parents!) 
· Psalm 51:5 “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”
· This means that children are not born “good” and are not born morally neutral 
· Proverbs 4:23 “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.”
· A child’s (and an adult’s) hopes and dreams and motivations and value system and desires and passions and everything else that makes a person who they are flows from the heart 
· So that is why we cannot focus solely upon the behavior of our children and neglect the heart: because behavior is the what, but the heart issues and heart attitudes are the why 
· What they did is the behavior, but why they did it flows from the heart 
· So for true and lasting change to occur the child’s heart must be touched 
· Jesus often spoke of the heart and the fact that it was the heart that determined behavior 

· Matthew 12:33, 35  “For a tree is known by its fruit. 35 "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things.”
· The problem with our children is not a fruit problem (their behavior) it is a tree problem (their heart) 
· So to focus on the heart and not just behavior means that I have to work backwards from the child’s behavior to the attitude of their heart that is producing the behavior 
· Parents, what are some ways that you might be able to do this in the life of your children? 
· Our children’s bad behavior is not the disease it is a symptom of the disease 

· The disease is in the heart; their behavior only reflects what is in their hearts 
· God’s Word touches the hearts of our children therefore it is the tool that we must use 

· Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

· If I am going to see heart change in my child then I must carefully and accurately apply the Word of God to their hearts because it is the only thing in the universe that can get down into the heart and change it for the glory of God 
· The parent’s ministry of the Word of God to their children must be supported by fervent prayer and a Christ-like example 
· Deuteronomy 6:4-9  “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 5 "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 6 " And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 7 "You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 8 "You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 "You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”
· Notice that they are to love God and they are to have these words in their hearts and then they are to teach them at all times in all ways to their children 

· And if you start with verse 7 and do not do verse 5 and 6 then your teaching will lack credibility and your child will soon be able to see the hypocrisy of the things that you say because they do not match with the things that you do 

· Parents, how can you fulfill this passage in the lives of your children? 
· Where and in what ways do you struggle to fulfill this passage? 
· Deuteronomy 32:46-47 “He said to them, "Take to heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you may command your children to obey carefully all the words of this law. 47 They are not just idle words for you-- they are your life. By them you will live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess.”
· Let God’s Word be to you your life and then minister to your children out of that kind of heart 

· You cannot use the Word of God to touch and change the heart of your child if the Word of God has not touched and changed your heart 

· Psalm 34:8, 11 “Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! … Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.”
· The Psalmist had experienced the goodness of God in his own life and then was able to gather his children to him to teach them the fear of the Lord
· A parent cannot say verse 11 unless they have experienced the truth of verse 8  
· Judges 2:7 “So the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the LORD which He had done for Israel.”
· But just three verses later the Bible says this:

· Judges 2:10 “When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did not know the LORD nor the work which He had done for Israel.”
· The parents went in and conquered the Promised Land and saw God do great and mighty things, yet their children grew up and did not know the Lord 

· The parents did great things for God, yet their children “did not know the Lord” 

· Judges chapter 2 is the result of the people not doing Deuteronomy 6 
· Parents, what are you going to do so that the same might not be said of you and your children?

· How are you going to minister the Word of God in your homes and to the hearts of your children so that they will know the Lord and serve the Lord? 

· Is the Word of God going to be like life to you so that it might be life for your kids? 

· How are you going to live and love in your family so that your children will find their hope in God and not in things? 

· How are you going to not just be a good parent, but a parent in the name of the Lord Jesus for the glory of God? 







