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Notes/Questions for Colossians 4:2-4 Sermon
Preached 8-10-2008 

“Earnest and Selfless Kingdom Praying” 
· For many, their prayer lives are laden with guilt because they know that they are not what they should be or need to be 

· Instead of being motivated by guilt to pray we need to be excited about the privilege and opportunity of prayer 
· What truly motivates you to pray? 
· Prayer is talking to God as Father through Jesus Christ 
· If you want to have a better prayer life, then quit trying to make prayer so hard and simply understand that prayer is talking to God as Father 
· Is this how you view and understand prayer? 
· Prayer is relational

· Since prayer is relational then in order to pray I must be in a relationship with God 
· Since my sin has cut me off from a relationship with God a relationship with God is only possible through faith in Jesus Christ 
· God does not say, “Fix this relationship between us that you have ruined”; He says “Trust in my Son. Commit your life and hope for eternity to My Son who came to fix your problem of sin”
· 1 Timothy 2:5-6 “For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all”
· Through faith in Jesus Christ the Bible says that I am adopted into the family of God where I can know God as Father 
· How does the relational foundation of prayer inform the way that you pray? 
· What difference does it make in your prayer life knowing that you come to God as “Father”? 
· If prayer is relational and is us talking to God as Father then I do not need to look at religion for an example of how to pray 
· Matthew 6:5 Jesus said, “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men.”
· Matthew 6:7 “And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words.”
· Jesus says that the religious examples of His day were bad examples 
· When Jesus tells them how to pray He keeps using the word “Father” 
· If you want to learn how to pray listen to a child talk to a good and faithful and loving dad
· Is this how you think of prayer?
· How would your prayer life change if you simply came and talked to God like a child talks to their faithful and loving father? 
· Paul gives us three things that we are to do as it concerns prayer in verse 2 

· 1) “Continue earnestly”

· The word translated ‘continue’ or ‘devote’ means: to continue to do something with intense effort, with the possible implication of difficulty; it also carries with it the idea of holding fast and not letting go and giving constant attention to a thing 
· Luke 18:1-8

· The point of the parable is not that God is like the judge, but that we are to be like the widow that continues earnestly in prayer 

· As we continue earnestly in prayer this is one of the ways that God builds into our lives an utter dependence upon Him 

· This does not mean that God is reluctant to answer or to give 

· The problem is often that we are not prepared to receive what we are asking for 

· As we persist in prayer God changes us 

· How has God changed you as you have continued earnestly in prayer? 
· Has God ever withheld a request because you were not prepared to receive it? 
· 2) “Being vigilant in it”

· This terms implies mental alertness and means to ‘remain awake because of the need to continue alert’ 
· Matthew 26:36-46

· How are we often like the disciples in our prayer lives? 
· Would our prayer lives be referred to as ‘vigilant’? Why or why not? 
· 3) “With thanksgiving”

· Thankfulness is the right environment for good praying because it rightly understands who God is as the giver of every good and perfect gift and a thankful heart takes none of these gifts of grace for granted 
· If I am thanking God for past grace then I will have a heart that is trusting God for future grace 
· As I come to God asking Him to do, I do not forget what God has already done and that spurs me on to trust Him 
· God’s past grace spurs me on to trust Him for His future grace 
· So many times as we pray we are forward looking as we bring our requests to God, when there also needs to be a time of backwards looking where we thank God for grace already received 

· Thankfulness is a corrective for our tendency to be ‘me focused’ in prayer 
· Do you have a heart that is thankful for God’s grace in your life?
· Does God’s past grace help you to trust Him for future grace? 
· Is thankfulness a regular part of your prayer life? 
· In verses 3 and 4 Paul gives a personal prayer request to the Colossian believers 

· The great Apostle Paul is asking for prayer 
· This reminds us not only that we need to pray for others (that much is obvious), but also that we need to diligently seek the prayers of others 
· Do you make personal payer requests known to others? 
· Does your pride ever keep you from soliciting the prayers of others because you are worried about what they might think? 
· Paul needed the prayers of the Colossians for his ministry to be frutiful. Do you regularly pray for your pastor and the leaders of your church? 
· Paul’s request is Kingdom focused and not comfort focused 
· Verse 3: “for which I am also in chains” 
· Paul is writing this letter from prison for preaching the Gospel 
· Paul does not ask them to pray for his release he asks them to pray for the spread of the Gospel 
· Kingdom focused praying is devoid of personal comfort praying because the Gospel usually advances through personal suffering and personal sacrifice
· When the early church faced persecution they did not pray for comfort, they prayed for boldness and God answered their prayer 
· Acts 4:23-31 
· Does the content of your prayers reveal a ‘comfort’ focus or a ‘Kingdom’ focus?  
· A church will never be an Acts-like Gospel sharing church until they are an Acts-like praying church 

· The Bible does not say that they simply went out and spoke the Word of God with boldness; it says that they prayed, God moved, and then they spoke the Word of God with boldness 
· Never in the history of the church has God used the comfort of His people and the prayerlessness of His people to advance His Kingdom

· Rather, He has always used the sacrifice of His people and heartfelt Kingdom praying of His people to advance His Kingdom 
· The early church rightly understood their dependency upon God and it moved them to prayer 

· God works in response to the prayers of His people 
· The Bible teaches that God acts and moves according to His sovereign pleasure and goodwill, yet at the same time it affirms that there is a vital connection between prayer and the work of God
· Psalm 50:15 “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.”
· The believer calls out in his time of need and in the day of his trouble and God hears his prayer and delivers him; God delivers in response to the prayers of his people 

· Then in turn the praying believer glorifies God because of the deliverance 

· Prayer is to always end with God being glorified 
· Paul’s two prayer requests (verses 3-4)
· 1) That God would open a door for the Word/Gospel (v.3) 
· An open door in the New Testament usually refers to an opportunity 
· Acts 14:27 “Now when they had come and gathered the church together, they reported all that God had done with them, and that He had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.”
· 1 Corinthians 16:8-9 “But I will tarry in Ephesus until Pentecost. For a great and effective door has opened to me”
· Revelation 3:7 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Philadelphia. This is the message from the one who is holy and true. He is the one who has the key of David. He opens doors, and no one can shut them; he shuts doors, and no one can open them.”
· So Paul’s prayer request reveals his understanding of the great sovereignty of God and it also reveals his great trust of God 
· This prayer request of Paul’s should be something that you are personally praying for as well

· That God would open up doors of opportunity for you to speak the mystery of Christ, the Gospel to those around you 
· Are you praying for divine opportunities throughout your day? 
· Who could you pray for in your family, on your job, in your community that God would open a door for you to share the truth of Jesus with them? 
· 2) That as God opens the doors that Paul would make the Gospel clear as he ought to speak (verse 4)
· Paul not only asks that they pray for God to open doors, but also that when those doors are opened that he would clearly be able to communicate the Gospel 
· Ephesians 6:19-20 “Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.”
· The Gospel was meant to be declared clearly and boldly and that must come from God 
· Do you pray that you would share the Gospel with clarity and boldness? 
· Do not pray for an open door if you are planning on standing in the threshold 
· This is not just praying, “God save the lost people” this is praying “God save the lost people and use me to do it” 
· This is not just praying, “God bless the missionaries” this is praying “God bless the missionaries and make me a missionary”
· Because Kingdom praying must lead to Kingdom doing and Kingdom living 
· How can you be a better man or woman of prayer? 

· What are some hindrances to your prayer life?

· Do you regularly pray for ‘Kingdom” requests?

· Do you regularly pray with other believers? 

· What are some ways that you can have some prayer times with other Christians where you come together to pray for the church and the spread of the Gospel? 

· What changes are you going to make today so that your prayer life might be all that God intends for it to be? 






