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Notes/Questions for Colossians 4:5-6 Sermon
Preached 8-17-2008 

“Down-to-Business Living for Christ” 
· At the age of 22 Jim Elliot wrote these words in a letter to his father dated April 13, 1950, “I met with twenty-five young people, high school age and over, last night after the meeting before I went to the bus and had a serious time dealing with them about private study of the Scriptures, personal holiness, and down-to-business living for Christ.” (Elisabeth Elliot. Shadow of the Almighty. San Francisco: Harper Collins, 1958.)

· Jim Elliot was one who was more than qualified to speak about down-to-business living for Christ because less than six years after he wrote those words to his father he would lie dead on the banks of a secluded river in the jungles of Ecuador having been run threw with a spear by the very people that he desired to share the Gospel with 

· Jim’s life was not a life that was wasted, but rather a life that was characterized by down-to-business living for Christ 

· Paul has just asked the Colossians to pray for him with two specific requests:
· 1) That God would open a door for the Gospel (verse 3)
· 2) That when the doors were opened by God that Paul would be able to declare the Gospel in a clear and understandable way (verse 4) 
· Paul’s train of thought in his prayer requests and in these verses we are looking at is decidedly Kingdom focused 

· Paul had a deep down burning desire to see the Gospel spread and the Kingdom  of God advanced and there are two reasons for this:

· 1) He was being obedient

· Acts 26:14-18
· Paul had the Great Commission general call on his life (Matthew 28:18-20), but Paul also has a specific call to take the Gospel to the Gentiles 
· Paul knew that he could not be silent and obedient at the same time 

· How often do you think and act upon the Great Commission given in Matthew 28?
· Like Paul, do you have a ‘specific’ call upon your life? 
· 2) Paul was consumed with the glory of God 

· God is glorified as the Gospel spreads and more Christ-worshippers are made 
· Paul’s drive comes from his great desire to see Christ-worshippers from all the peoples of the earth 

· That is why he is driven to go to places where no one else has ever gone before: not necessarily because he wants to be novel or because he wants to be pioneering, but because he desires Christ-worshippers in these places (Romans 15:20)
· Do you, like Paul, have a desire to see people worship Jesus? How are acting upon this desire? 
· “Toward those who are outside” (verse 5)
· Paul is speaking of unbelievers; non-Christians; those that do not follow Jesus as Lord and Savior  
· Paul is addressing how those on the inside relate to those on the outside 
· He is saying, “Do not be oblivious in the way that you live out the Christian life, because people who do not know Jesus are watching you” 
· What a Christ-follower is gives credibility to what a Christ-follower says 
· Part of the motivation for living a Christian life is because ‘those who are outside’ are watching

· 2 Samuel 12:14 “By this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme”
· How is the statement “you may be the only Jesus that some people ever see” true in your life and with those around you? 
· Are there things in your life that may give those who are outside reason to ‘blaspheme’? 
·  “Walk in wisdom” 

· In this context, as it is elsewhere in the New Testament, the word ‘walk’ is used to refer to living and the way that a person acts 
· Wisdom is not just something that we know; it is something that we live 
· Notice the ways that Paul has already spoken of wisdom in Colossians:
· In Colossians 2:2-3 we see that the knowledge of Jesus is wisdom 
· In Colossians 3:16 we see that the Word of Christ is to dwell in us with all wisdom  
· In Colossians 1:28 we see that we are to preach and teach in all wisdom 

· We walk in wisdom toward those outside when we know Jesus through His Word and when we proclaim Jesus from His Word 
· So this means that if I am going to walk wisely then I have to be in the Word of God and the Word of God has to be in me 
· Here is why that is true: we are bombarded with the things of this world and they appeal to our flesh; they look good, they look exciting, they are enticing, and they draw us to them 
· We need the corrective for our souls that can only be provided by the Word of God because it comes to us and says, “Don’t waste your life on these things. Live your life for the life to come” 

· The Word of God purifies the priorities of our lives and corrects them and aligns them with the priorities of Jesus so that we might live for Him 
· If you are not in the Word of God learning about Jesus so that you can speak about Jesus and live for Jesus then your life will be indistinguishable from those who are outside 

· “Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt” 

· This is a prohibition against useless and idle words 
· Matthew 12:36 “But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment.”
· Paul’s point is: make your words count for the Kingdom 

· Those words should be characterized by two things: grace-filled words and salt-filled words 
· Grace-filled words 

· Ephesians 4:29 “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.”

· Truth imparts grace, but it must be truth that is given in love and with respect
· Salt-filled words 
· This means that my words can be both pleasant and pointed at the same time 

· Do not sugar coat the truth; rather, salt coat the truth 

· When salt gets into a wound it stings 
· The Spirit of God uses truth to bring conviction and that will hurt 
· Salt makes people thirsty 

· That means that with the things that I say about Jesus and the Christian life and salvation I want to make Jesus look utterly appealing and glorious 
· You can lead a person to the living water that Jesus provides, but you cannot make them drink; but your life and your speech can be so salty that their mouths water for Jesus 
· Do the things that you say about Jesus and the Christian life make people thirst for Him and for what you have? 
· Does your speech draw people to Jesus or does it repel them from Jesus? 

· “That you may know how you ought to answer each one” 

· As you interact with those outside that they are going to have some questions because they are going to see your life (walking wisely) and they are going to hear your words (grace-filled and salt-filled) and they are going to enquire 
· But this phrase speaks just as much to our attitude toward those with questions, then it does the content of our answers 
· 1 Peter 3:15 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect”
· Peter not only says, “Have an answer” he also tells us how we are to deliver that answer: ‘with gentleness and respect’ 

· Notice why the people are asking questions in the first place: they are asking about the reason for the hope that you have that they do not possess 

· This means that you are down-to-business living for Christ and they see hope there 

· You will not get those questions if you are living like them and trusting the same things that they are trusting in and if your hands are full of the same stuff that their hands are full of 
· Salty Christians get these kinds of questions 
· When people see your life do they see hope? 
· Does your life show that you are hoping in the same things that those outside are hoping in? 
· All of these things presuppose that we are actually going to have interaction with those outside 

· Jesus was constantly criticized for by the religious elites of His day because He hung out with sinners (Matthew 9:10-13)
· What are you doing to be involved in the lives of the people around you? How are you loving, praying for, and witnessing to your neighbors, co-workers, family, etc? 
· If you want someone who is outside to understand what it means to live for Jesus and follow Jesus you don’t just open the door; you don’t stand across the room and shout at them; you don’t order him to come over to where you are at; you go to him and you lovingly take him by the hand and you lead them to Jesus 
· If you do that your hands are going to get dirty, but you will be doing some down-to-business living for Christ 
· “Redeeming the time” 

· This is also translated “make the most of every opportunity” 
· If we pray for open doors then we must also pray for the boldness to walk through those doors and speak and love those outside when God opens the doors 
· We also need to pray that God would give us ‘Kingdom focused eyes’ so that we would see every door that He opens 
· This idea of redeeming the time also reminds us that the time is short and that there is an urgency to Kingdom work 
· The Bible says (James 5:8) that “the coming of the Lord is at hand” 
· The Bible says (1 Peter 4:7) that “the end of all things is at hand” 
· That means that there is an urgency to what we do 
· While we await Jesus’ return we must live for Jesus and we must tell others about this Jesus that we are living for 
· The Apostle Paul wanted to make his life count for Jesus and the Kingdom 
· 2 Timothy 4:6-7 “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”
· Paul did not stop serving Jesus until they cut his head off for preaching the Gospel 
· Some quotes from Jim Elliot written between the ages of 20 and 24: 
·  “God, I pray Thee, light these idle sticks of my life and may I burn up for Thee. Consume my life, my God, for it is Thine. I seek not a long life but a full one, like you, Lord Jesus.” (55)
· “He makes His ministers a flame of fire (Psalm 104:4; Hebrews 1:7) Am I ignitable? God deliver me from the dread asbestos of ‘other things.’ Saturate me with the oil of the Spirit that I may be aflame.” (58)
· “Father, make of me a crisis man. Bring those I contact to decision. Let me not be a milepost on a single road; make me a fork, that men must turn one way or another on facing Christ in me.” (59) 
· “Christ needs some young fellows to sell out to Him and recklessly toss their lives into His work.” (122) 
· “I am ready to meet Jesus” (157) 
· “He is no fool who gives that which he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose” 
· As followers of Jesus Christ we must be consumed with down-to-business living for Christ that makes a difference not only in our lives, but in the lives of those around us and in the world 
· What do you need to stop so that you can be more about down-to-business living for Christ?
· What do you need to start so that you can be more about down-to-business living for Christ?






