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Notes/Questions for Colossians 4:7-18 Sermon
Preached 8-24-2008 

“God Can Use You” 
· When it comes to serving God there are many excuses that we use 

· Some of the excuses that we come up with are just that: excuses, because we really don’t want to be used by God 
· But sometimes people make excuses because they really doubt that God could use them 
· They know themselves very well and they are painfully aware of their shortcomings and they look at the huge task of ministry and realize the importance of service and they simply do not think that God can use them: 
· I am too young
· I am too inexperienced 
· I am not gifted enough 
· If I lead no one will follow 
· The obstacles are too big for me 

· There are two things that all of those excuses have in common:

· 1) They are all used by people in the Bible that in the end were used mightily by God 

· 2) All of those excuses were true 

· God specializes in using weak people so that He is utterly glorified 

· It is when you are weak that you truly come to realize that the Lord is your strength 
· Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

· God gets all the glory when He uses weak people who really should not be able to accomplish such things 
· There are abundant examples throughout Scripture of God using weak and ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary things 
· Gideon and his army in Judges chapters 6-7 for an example: 
· God comes to Gideon and says that he will deliver the people of Israel 
· Judges 6:15 So he said to Him, "O my Lord, how can I save Israel? Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house."

· Judges 6:16 “And the LORD said to him, "Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat the Midianites”
· God makes the difference as He says that He will be with Gideon: this is the only way that Gideon could do what God calls him to do 
· In Judges chapter 7 Gideon assembles an army of 32,000 people
· But God thought that Gideon and his army were not weak enough 
· Judges 7:2 “And the LORD said to Gideon, "The people who are with you are too many for Me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel claim glory for itself against Me, saying, 'My own hand has saved me.'”

· God uses the weak so that He would be glorified and seen as the true deliverer 
· The realization of our weakness should not cause us to quit serving, but should cause us to depend upon Jesus who is our strength (Philippians 4:13)
· The people in Colossians 4:7-18 teach us that God can use us for His eternal purposes 

· 1) Tychicus: God can use you when you are faithful over a few things (7-8)
· Tychicus is mentioned five times in the New Testament 
· He was probably converted during Paul’s ministry in Ephesus 
· Tychicus serves as a courier for the Apostle Paul: he is to deliver the letter tot eh Colossians and to update them on what is going on with Paul 
· This may not seem like a very ‘important’ job, but Tychicus was faithful in it
· But because Tychicus was faithful over a few things he was later trusted with more 
· 2 Timothy 4:12 “I sent Tychicus to Ephesus.”
· Titus 3:12 “As soon as I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, because I have decided to winter there.”

· Matthew 25:23 “His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.”
· If a person is not faithful in a few things God will never entrust more to them 
· Are you being faithful in the few things so that later God can entrust you with more? 
· 2) Onesimus: God can use you no matter what your past  (9) 
· Onesimus was a slave who stole some things from his master and ran away to Rome 

· While this runaway slave thief was in Rome he met a man named Paul who led him to faith in Jesus 

· Paul calls Onesimus a faithful and beloved brother and “one of you” 

· Paul’s point here is that Onesimus is a different man than when he left 
· 2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”
· Did that mean that all of the circumstances and all of the consequences of his past were removed? No 

· But it did mean that God could use him because he had been made new in Jesus 
· The past is cleansed, paid for, and forgiven by Jesus so that a future of service for Jesus is possible 
· Does your past hold you back from serving God? 
· 3) Aristarchus: God can use you when no one ever knows what you do (10)
· He was a traveling companion of Paul and a native of Thessalonica 
· He is apparently imprisoned with Paul and is sending his greetings 
· He is mentioned 5 times in the New Testament 
· Even though he is mentioned 5 times in the New Testament we do not know what his ministry was 
· There are a lot of ‘behind-the-scenes’ ministries that must be done 
· You will never be content in a nameless ministry if you crave the applause of men and are not content with simply serving Jesus 
· Paul knew what Aristarchus did and Jesus surely knew what Aristarchus did 
· Are you content to serve in a ‘behind-the-scenes’ ministry?
· Would you still serve Jesus with fervency and passion even if no one other than Jesus ever knew what you did? 
· 4) Mark: God can use you even if you need a second chance (10) 
· Mark accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey, but for some reason felt he left in the middle of the mission and went back to Jerusalem 
· Acts 15:37-39 So the missionary duo of Paul and Barnabas was split-up over the issue of Mark 
· We do not have enough information about the situation to know who was right and who was wrong, but what we do know is that later in his ministry Paul came to value Mark 
· 2 Timothy 4:11 “Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.”
· Mark is the servant of the second chance 
· Some people are reluctant to be used of God because they served in the past and it didn’t go so well
· But God can still use them because He is the God of the second chance and the third chance and the fourth chance with His people; His grace is abundant 
· Have you served in the past but been discouraged because it did not go well? How does seeing God use Mark show you that God gives His people a second chance at service?  
· 5) Justus: God can use you to bring comfort and encouragement to others (11)
· He was a Jew (“of the circumcision”) and brought comfort to Paul 
· Paul desperately needed the ministry of Justus to encourage him as he served  
· The New Testament puts a high premium on our encouraging one another because we need it 
· How could you prove to be a comfort to one of God’s servants? 
· Who do you need to call or write a note to in order to encourage them as they serve the Lord? 
· 6) Epaphras: God can use you to do things for Him that you never dreamed were possible (12-13)
· Colossians 1:6-7 
· Epaphras was more than likely saved under the ministry of Paul in Ephesus and came back to Colossae to start the church there 
· Imagine his astonishment that God could use him in such a way  
· If you are not being blown away by how God is using you then you might not be being used in the way He desires you to be 
· Are you allowing God to use you in ways that stretch your faith and move you out of your comfort zone? 
· Are you amazed at what God is doing in and through you? 
· 7) Luke: God can use you no matter what your gifts or talents or profession may be (14)
· Luke was the writer of the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts 
· He was one of the traveling companions of the Apostle Paul 
· He was a Gentile who became a devoted follower of Jesus Christ 
· He accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey and throughout the rest of his ministry 
· Luke used his unique talent and gifts to serve Jesus 
· Luke surrendered this special talent that he had to God giving up what might have been a lucrative career to use his expertise to serve Jesus 
· Don’t say, “I’m just a mechanic or I’m just a lawyer or I’m just a stay-at-home mom or I’m just a teacher or I’m just a -----”
· Ask, “How can God use this talent for His glory as I serve Jesus and others” 
· How are you using all of your gifts, abilities, and your profession to serve Jesus?
· 8) Demas: God can use you if you stay faithful and persevere (14)

· Demas is with Paul and sends his greetings to the church in Colossae 
· Demas would not remain faithful is serving Jesus 
· 2 Timothy 4:9-10 “Do your best to come to me quickly, for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica.”
· Demas had deserted Paul because he loved the world more than he loved serving Jesus and Demas left the ministry and abandoned Paul 
· Serving Jesus is not a sprint; it is a marathon 
· Everything in this world is going to seek to pull you away from truly and consistently serving Jesus and from finishing the race 
· 2 Timothy 4:7 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”
· Are you remaining faithful in your service to Jesus?
· Do you feel the things of the world pulling you away from faithfully serving Jesus?
· What do you need to do today so that you will be able to persevere and remain faithful for the marathon of the Christian life? 
· 9) Nympha: God can use you if you use your resources for the Kingdom (15)
· This is the only mention of her in the Bible
· The church in Laodicea apparently met in her house 
· When you see everything that you have in your possession as God’s and when you see yourself as merely a steward or a caretaker of God’s stuff then it will release you to use those things in a radical way for Him 
· This includes our finances, our homes, our businesses, our automobiles, and everything else that we have 
· If I have a car then I can give someone a ride; if I have a home then I can invite someone in; if I have some money then I can give for a need 
· How are you using your resources for Kingdom purposes? 
· Are you a wise and faithful steward of all that God has entrusted to you? 
· 10) Archippus: God can use you when you fulfill the ministry that He has called you to (17)
· God had called Archippus to a task and now Paul is encouraging him to complete it
· A Christian must know the ministry that they have ‘received in the Lord’ and strive to ‘fulfill it’  
· They are not to fulfill someone else’s ministry, but the one that God has called them to 
· Where and how has God called you to serve Him? 
· What are you doing to fulfill and complete that ministry?
· 11) Paul: God can use you when you are sold out for Jesus Christ (18)
· Paul close with two little statements
· “Remember my chains”- he is in essence saying that suffering for serving Jesus and the Gospel is worth it 
· “Grace be with you” - this is really the whole point of the letter 
· God gives and God grants salvation freely by grace and requires nothing but a trust in this Jesus that Paul has described as supreme and sufficient 
· We are saved by God’s grace and we serve by God’s grace 
· Are you living a ‘sold out’ life for Jesus?
· Does your life show that Jesus is supreme and sufficient? 






