Creationism Notes:

“There is no disguising the fact that we live in an age when, even within the Church, there is much uneasy and distrustful feeling about the Holy Scriptures—a hesitancy to lean upon them as an authority and to use them as the weapons of precision they once were; with a corresponding anxiety to find some surer basis in external Church authority, or with others, in Christ Himself, or again in a Christian consciousness, as it is named,—a surer basis for Christian belief and life.”  “The history of the Bible is the history of that development of God's redemptive purpose. The promises of the Bible mark the stages of its progress and its hope. The covenants of the Bible stand before us in the order of its unfolding. You begin with Genesis. Genesis lays the foundation and leads up to the Book of Exodus; and the Book of Exodus, with its introduction of the law-giving, leads up to what follows.”


 Professor James Orr, D.D

Creation Study Topics:

1. Introduce purpose, motive and intended creation topics to be studied

a. Purpose of the class

i. To strengthen our faith in Gods word and its authority

ii. To know what the Bible says compared to other accounts

b. Motive

i. To help our local body grow and develop “deep roots of faith”

ii. By God’s grace, equip Christians in logically and truthfully defending the Biblical Creation account.

iii. Point people to Jesus Christ by demonstrating Gods redemptive plan beginning with creation. 

c. What I personally believe, and why

i. What? A literal 6 day creation

ii. Why? The authenticity of scripture as proven through divine revelation, and demonstrated throughout history.

iii. What? That Satan is using this topic to cause confusion; and destroy peoples faith in God, and trust in His word (Gen. 3:1, 4)

iv. Why? By causing people to question the very beginning of the Bible, Satan then attempts to marginalize the remainder of God’s Word, and thus cause many to believe the lie. (Gen. 3:5, Is. 14:14, Rom. 1:18-22)

2. Why is the Creation account important, why study Creation?

3. The Age of the Earth

4. Dinosaurs/ Species and Kinds of animals

5. The Flood

6. Life after  the flood

7. Does the Genesis account contradict science

8. Science vs. Religion?

9. Is evolution a fact*  defining evolution

10. Jesus and creation

We must understand the Bible literally according to its literary context. For example, when David wrote in Psalm 6:6 “All night I make my bed swim; I drench my couch with my tears,” he used a poetic literary form. We understand he didn’t literally mean he cried so much that he flooded his room and set his bed afloat. But when the Bible speaks in a historical narrative, we understand it as literal history, not as make-believe fables and myths meant only to tell a spiritual story.

“The only proper way to interpret Genesis 1 is not to ‘interpret’ it at all. That is, we accept the fact that it was meant to say exactly what it says.” (Morris)

We come to the Bible knowing the copies we have in our hands are reliable duplicates (though not perfect duplicates) of the exact writings, which God perfectly inspired

Almost all important doctrines and teachings have their foundation in the Book of Genesis: the doctrines of sin, redemption, justification, Jesus Christ, the personality and personhood of God, the kingdom of God, the fall, Israel, the promise of the Messiah, and more.

Genesis shows us the origins of the universe, order and complexity, the solar system, the atmosphere and hydrosphere, the origin of life, man, marriage, evil, language, government, culture, nations, religion. It is precisely because people have abandoned the truth of Genesis that society is in such disarray.

Genesis is important to the New Testament. There are at least 165 passages in Genesis either directly quoted or clearly referred to in the New Testament; many of these are quoted more than once, so there are at least 200 quotations or allusions to Genesis in the New Testament.

Jesus declared the importance of believing what Moses wrote: “For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?” (John 5:46-47)

“Thus it is probable that the Book of Genesis was written originally by actual eyewitnesses of the events reported therein. Probably the original narratives were recorded on tables of stone or clay, in common practice of early times, and then handed down from father to son, finally coming into the possession of Moses. Moses perhaps selected the appropriate sections for compilation, inserted his own editorial additions and comments, and provided smooth transitions from one document to the next, with the final result being the Book of Genesis as we have received it.” (Morris)

There are indicators of where these records begin and end. Note the phrasing of Genesis 2:4, 5:1, 6:9, 10:1, 11:10, 11:27, 25:12, 25:19, 36:1, 36:9, 37:2.

One day, students in one of Albert Einstein’s classes were saying they had decided there was no God. Einstein asked them how much of all the knowledge in the world they had among themselves collectively, as a class. The students discussed it for a while and decided they had 5% of all human knowledge among themselves. Einstein thought their estimate was a little generous, but he replied: “Is it possible God exists in the 95% you don’t know?”

Why study Creation?  Why is the creation account important?

I.       The creation account is important because this is God’s Word, inspired by The         Holy Spirit, given to us to teach us about Him  (Ps. 19:1, Mat 24:35)

“We come to the Bible knowing the copies we have in our hands are reliable duplicates (though                       not perfect duplicates) of the exact writings, which God perfectly inspired” –David Guzic

II. Creation is important because it is the beginning of God’s plan for the world, initiated by, and for God’s redemptive purpose through Jesus Christ. (2Tim 1:9, Eph. 1:11)

“Almost all important doctrines and teachings have their foundation in the Book of Genesis: the doctrines of sin, redemption, justification, Jesus Christ, the personality and personhood of God, the kingdom of God, the fall, Israel, the promise of the Messiah, and more.”

III. The creation account provides value to everything created as well as a purpose and meaning for existing. (Eph 1:5-10)

a. Genesis establishes the origins and order of everything in the known and unknown realms

“Genesis shows us the origins of the universe, order and complexity, the solar system, the atmosphere and hydrosphere, the origin of life, man, marriage, evil, language, government, culture, nations, religion.  It is precisely because people have abandoned the truth of Genesis that society is in such disarray.”

b. Creation answers 4 main questions of life:

i. Who am I (and what am I worth?)  

ii. Where did I come from?

iii. Why am I here?

iv. Where am I going when I die?

*Lets examine these questions apart from God: 

        Q:Who am I?  A: You are a random mutation, 1 tiny part of the more than 6 billion Homo Sapiens who are now collectively destroying “mother” earth.  All life forms on planet earth are of equal value including humans.

         Q: Where did I come from?  A: You come from multiple random biological mutations from previous sub-human, and inferior life forms that, over millions of years improved to the point of current humanity. 

         Q: Why am I here?  A:  Chance. There is no real purpose or reason for living, aside from the fact that your ancestors procreated and in the process of natural selection, Homo-Sapiens has survived and become the preeminent life form on earth.

         Q: Where am I going when I die?  A: Nowhere. Your body will decompose, and you, the person in the skin, will cease to exist.*



IV. Creation is important because Jesus declared it to be. (John 5:46-47)

One day, students in one of Albert Einstein’s classes were saying they had decided there was no God. Einstein asked them how much of all the knowledge in the world they had among themselves collectively, as a class. The students discussed it for a while and decided they had 5% of all human knowledge among themselves. Einstein thought their estimate was a little generous, but he replied: “Is it possible God exists in the 95% you don’t know?”





The Age of the Earth

“Many Christians say that the age of the earth is an unimportant and divisive side issue that hinders the proclamation of the gospel. But is that really the case…The debate about the age of the earth is ultimately a question of whose word we are going to trust: the all-knowing truthful Creator who has given us His inerrant book (the Bible) or finite, sinful creatures who give us their books that contain errors and therefore are frequently revised. If you firmly trust and carefully read the Bible and become informed on creationist interpretations of the geological record, you can easily see how the rocks of the earth powerfully confirm the Bible’s teaching, both about Noah’s Flood and a young earth… about 200 years ago some scientists developed new theories of earth history, which proposed that the earth and universe are millions of years old. Over the past 200 years Christian leaders have made various attempts to fit the millions of years into the Bible. These include the day-age view, gap theory, local flood view, framework hypothesis, theistic evolution, and progressive creation...We need to realize that for the first 1,800 years of church history virtually all Christians believed that Noah’s Flood was a global catastrophe. It was not until the early nineteenth century that Christians began to abandon this belief, as deistic and atheistic geologists developed new hypotheses of earth history involving millions of years.”  Dr. Terry Mortenson 

I. Why does it matter what the age of the earth is?


a. Because the Bible clearly states that God created the earth in 6 literal days about 6000 years ago. (Genesis1:31-2:3, Exodus 20:9-11, Mark 10:6)

b. The only reason to question the age of the earth is to try and make non-Biblical theories fit with the Biblical account of creation. 

c. If there were millions of years, or even thousands of years of death and destruction prior to Adam and Eve sinning in the Garden of Eden, how could a loving God call that good? It calls into question the character of the creator.

To accept millions of years of animal death before the creation and Fall of man contradicts and destroys the Bible’s teaching on death and the full redemptive work of Christ. It also makes God into a bumbling, cruel creator who uses (or can’t prevent) disease, natural disasters, and extinctions to mar His creative work, without any moral cause, but still calls it all “very good.” Dr. Terry Mortenson

II. Doesn’t the evidence show an old earth?

a. No.  Much of the “evidence” given to demonstrate a millions, or billions of year old earth has been misinterpreted (often intentionally), misrepresented, and phenomenally exaggerated to fit an existing belief system that is contradictory to the Bible.

b. When viewing the physical evidence it overwhelmingly affirms the Biblical creation account and points to an earth about 6000 years old, that was wrecked by a worldwide flood about 4000 years ago. 

i. Note the oldest existing things on earth right now and their accepted ages:  1. The Great Barrier Reef, 2. The oldest known living tree, 3. The age of the Sahara desert.  All of them are around 4000 years old, why not older?

ii. Note the population of the earth, based on mathematical and statistical growth patterns that are measurable and accepted by science, all existing human beings can be traced back to 1 common ancestor (and his 3 sons) about 4000 years ago.

iii. The common practice of dating artifacts using Radiometric dating and other methods are not reliable and do not prove millions of years.  Often times scientists will test and retest an artifact repeatedly until they receive a reading “dating” the item to meet the predetermined age of the theory they are trying to prove.

Radiometric dating was not developed until the early twentieth century, by which time virtually the whole world had already accepted the millions of years. For many years creation scientists have cited numerous examples in the published scientific literature of these dating methods clearly giving erroneous dates (e.g., a date of millions of years for lava flows that occurred in the past few hundred years or even decades). In recent years creationists in the RATE project have done experimental, theoretical, and field research to uncover more such evidence (e.g., diamonds and coal, which the evolutionists say are millions of years old, were dated by carbon-14 to be only thousands of years old) and to show that decay rates were orders of magnitude faster in the past, which shrinks the millions of years to thousands of years, confirming the Bible.1  

III. How do we know that the days listed in the creation account were literal 24-hour days?

a. The context of the word, day ‘Yom’ in the text clearly indicates a literal 24 hour period of time.

b. The same term to denote a literal 24 hour period of time is used over 2000 times in the Old Testament, but is only questioned in this passage.

c. When the literal interpretation of scripture upon reading makes sense, seek no other sense. A logical, rational person reading the creation account with no bias or agenda will conclude that these events happened in 6 literal days.

IV. Conclusion:  The age of the earth is clearly detailed in scripture ( Genesis 1, genealogies of Genesis 5, and 11, the flood account of Genesis 6-9, and stated in Exodus 20: 9-11).  The only reason to question the clear teaching of scripture is because humanistic and atheistic theories have attempted to persuade people that the Biblical account is in error and cant be believed.    
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Dinosaurs and Species/Kinds 

“The Bible gives a clear and cogent account of the beginnings of the cosmos and humanity. There is absolutely no reason for an intelligent mind to balk at accepting it as a literal account of the origin of our universe. Although the biblical account clashes at many points with naturalistic and evolutionary hypotheses, it is not in conflict with a single scientific fact. Indeed, all the geological, astronomical, and scientific data can be easily reconciled with the biblical account. The conflict is not between science and Scripture, but between the biblicist's confident faith and the naturalist's willful skepticism. 

To many, having been indoctrinated in schools where the line between hypothesis and fact is systematically and deliberately being blurred, that may sound naive or unsophisticated, but it is nonetheless a fact. Again, science has never disproved one word of Scripture, and it never will. On the other hand, evolutionary theory has always been in conflict with Scripture and always will be. But the notion that the universe evolved through a series of natural processes remains an unproven and untestable hypothesis, and therefore it is not "science." There is no proof whatsoever that the universe evolved naturally. Evolution is a mere theory--and a questionable, constantly-changing one at that. Ultimately, if accepted at all, it must be taken by sheer faith.” -John MacArthur

I. Did dinosaurs really exist, and are they mentioned in the Bible?

a. They did exist and are mentioned in the Bible, review Gen. 1:24-25, Job 40:15-41:34)

b. Overwhelming archaeological evidence affirms this.

“Dinosaurs certainly did roam the Earth in the ancient past! Fossils of dinosaurs have been found all over the world, and their bones are displayed in museums for all to see. Scientists have been able to reconstruct many of their skeletons, so we know much about how they may have looked. 

When Were Dinosaurs Found? The story of their discovery began back in the 1820s, when Gideon Mantell, an English doctor, found some unusual teeth and bones in a quarry. Dr Mantell realized there was something very different about these animal remains, and believed that he had found an entirely new group of reptiles. By 1841, about nine types of these different reptiles had been uncovered, including two called Megalosaurus and Iguanodon. 

At this time, a famous British scientist (and creationist), Dr Richard Owen, coined the name “Dinosauria,” meaning “terrible lizard,” for this is what the huge bones made him think of.”  -Ken Ham

II. Does the existence of dinosaurs make evolution probable?

a. No, on the contrary.  The existence of Dinosaurs, on the 6th day of creation completely supports the Biblical creation account.  

b. The fossil record that scientists are constantly uncovering absolutely verify the Genesis account of the worldwide flood that destroyed everything living that was not in the Ark.  Thousands, possibly millions of animals, including dinosaurs, were destroyed and buried beneath large amounts of mud, preserving them until they are excavated, or unearthed.  

“ In fact, there is no proof whatsoever that the world and its fossil layers are millions of years old. No scientist observed dinosaurs die. Scientists only find the bones in the here and now, and because many of them are evolutionists, they try to fit the story of the dinosaurs into their view.” -Ken Ham

III. Species and “Kinds” What’s the difference?

a. According to the Bible, the animals were differentiated by the ability to reproduce after their “Kind”  

   Genesis 1:24-25“And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

b. Clearly, the Bible states that the different varieties of animals were uniquely created in the beginning, and did not evolve into other kinds of animals, as some would have us believe.


“Evolutionists claim that dinosaurs evolved over millions of years. They imagine that one kind of animal slowly changed over long periods of time to become a different kind of animal. For instance, they believe that amphibians changed into reptiles (including dinosaurs) by this gradual process. This would mean, of course, that there would have been millions of creatures during that time that would be “in between,” as amphibians evolved into reptiles. Evidence of these “transitional forms,” as they are called, should be abundant. However, many fossil experts admit that not one unquestionable transitional form between any group of creatures and another has been found anywhere. If dinosaurs evolved from amphibians, there should be, for example, fossil evidence of animals that are part dinosaur and part something else. However, there is no proof of this anywhere. In fact, if you go into any museum you will see fossils of dinosaurs that are 100% dinosaur, not something in between. There are no 25%, 50%, 75%, or even 99% dinosaurs—they are all 100% dinosaur!” –Ken Ham

      c. Modern science uses the word species; “A group of organisms distinct from all other groups of organisms that are capable of reproduction and producing fertile offspring. This is the basic unit of plant and animal classification”, to lump all living things, including mankind, into 1 classification system.   

The Flood

I. What was the magnitude of the flood described in Genesis 7? 

a. When reading the flood account, what does it seem to be stating in relation to the scope of the flood, (i.e. how big was it?)

“It would seem that the Author of Genesis could hardly have been more explicit. Conversely, if the omniscient Author had intended to describe a local flood, He obscured the facts. If words can communicate truth, if God can express Himself clearly, then the Flood was global.”-Dr.John Morris

b. Is there a reason(s) to doubt or question what the text seems to be clearly stating regarding the flood?

“The origin of the modern (flood) debate can be traced to John Pye Smith, who in 1839 wrote a treatise advocating that the Flood was restricted to the Mesopotamian Valley. While it caused a furore among evangelicals at the time, after a while yesterday’s heresy became today’s orthodoxy, an all-too-familiar story in Church history. Local flood advocates have repeated Pye Smith’s arguments without much refinement to this day, even those who have never heard of him.”-Dr. Murray R. Adamthwaite, Australian Presbyterian, May 2002

II. What would cause someone to question whether or not this was a worldwide flood?

“Acceptance of old-earth ideas, including the Big Bang, progressive creation, theistic evolution, the framework hypothesis, etc., necessarily implies downgrading the Flood of Noah's day from worldwide in scope to merely one of local extent… This insistence does not come from sound Biblical exegesis, but from the incompatibility of a global flood with old-earth thinking…The evidence for great ages is thought to be found in the rock and fossil records of the earth's crust. These are interpreted by the principle of uniformitarianism, that "the present is the key to the past." Since geologic processes happen slowly today, they argue, the extensive rock and fossil records must have taken great lengths of time to form.”-Dr. John Morris

a. Is there any other portion of scripture that seems to minimize the scope of the flood?

b. What was God’s stated purpose for the flood? (Genesis 6:5-13)

III. What does the evidence show about the flood?

“A flood of the proportions described in Genesis would have resulted in vast amounts of erosion and redepositing of sediments, fossilization of plants and animals, volcanism, and redistribution of radioisotopes. If one denies the global flood as a historic event, he might use the Grand Canyon/Colorado River system to "prove" great ages, when, in reality, the Canyon demonstrates flooding processes with rates, scales, and intensities eclipsing anything observed today. Thus the misunderstood evidence of old ages, is actually strong evidence for the Flood. In reality, the global flood and recent creation doctrines are synonymous concepts, forcing others to twist Scripture, making it say something it clearly does not. To document that the Bible specifically teaches the global flood should be sufficient to convince a true believer in the authority of the Bible.” –Dr. John Morris

IV. What does the New Testament say about the flood?

a. Jesus describes the days prior to His second coming as being like the days just prior to the flood in Luke 17:26-30

b. Peter believed it was a worldwide flood, see; 2 Peter 3:3-12

Life After the Flood

Genesis 8:13-22

I.
Physical effects of the flood on the earth



a. Ice Age


The Flood of Noah's day was the greatest catastrophe in earth history, and it involved


much more than rain. It reshaped the surface of the earth, spawning massive volcanoes


and earthquakes that dwarf anything observed in modern times. Such a tremendous


catastrophe would have radically altered the earth's climate, resulting in an Ice Age.



b. Surface changes


The opening of the "fountains of the great deep" and the resulting worldwide Flood


would have caused upheavals and tremendous volcanic activity. A shroud of volcanic


dust and aerosols (very small particles) would have been cast into the stratosphere and


trapped there for several years following the Flood. These particles would have reflected


some of the sunlight back to space and caused cooler summers, mainly over large


landmasses (Figure 3). Extensive volcanic activity would have continued for a number of


years after the Flood and gradually declined as crustal magma solidified and crustal


movements lessened.



c. Lower oxygen content




i. Probably caused multiple types of animals to have difficulty breathing




sufficiently to exist likely resulting in extinction.



d. Increased exposure to sunlight & the effects of aging




i. Quite possibly had a dramatic limiting impact on the long-term (beyond




100 years) strength and renewability of mans skin likely ushering in skin




diseases and cancers.

II. Effects on People and plant and animal life



a. Shorter life span for people (Gen. 6:3)


And Jacob said to Pharaoh,' "The days of the years of my pilgrimage [are] one


hundred and thirty years; few and evil have been the days of the years of my life,


and they have not attained to the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the


days of their pilgrimage." (Gen. 47:9)



b. Less habitable land area for people, animals, and plants



c. Greater variation in seasons




i. Winter seasons become more pronounced and severe in parts of the world,

ii. Extreme heat resulted in other parts of the world, causing deserts to form.

III. The reestablishment of society (Genesis 9:1-12)

Does the Genesis account contradict science?

What is science?

Science From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia


Science (from the Latin scientia, meaning "knowledge" or "knowing") is the effort to discover and increase human understanding of how physical reality works. Using controlled methods, scientists collect data in the form of observations, records of observable physical evidence of natural phenomena, and analyze this information to construct theoretical explanations of how things work. Knowledge in science is gained through research. The methods of scientific research include the generation of hypotheses about how natural phenomena work, and experimentation that tests these hypotheses under controlled conditions. The outcome or product of this empirical scientific process is the formulation of theory that describes human understanding of physical processes and facilitates prediction.


Even if all the data point to an intelligent designer, such an hypothesis is excluded from science because it is not naturalistic. 


—Dr. Scott Todd, Kansas State University, Nature 401(6752):423, Sept. 30, 1999

Areas of Science


Herbert Spencer, a non-Christian scientist, died in 1903. His greatest achievement, was that he discovered the categories of the knowable. That is to say he determined that everything that exists fits into one of five categories. Spencer said, “Everything fits into one of these categories, time, force, action, space, matter,” and was hailed by the scientific community. 

Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning,” that’s time, “God,” that’s force, “created,” that’s action, “the heavens,” that’s space, “the earth,” that’s matter. Everything that Herbert Spencer discovered in 1903, or before that, was in the first verse of Scripture. 

IV. The first law of thermodynamics (the law of the conservation of mass and energy) states that nothing is being created & nothing goes out of existence.


Genesis 2:2 


Isaiah 40:26


Nehemiah 9:6 


Hebrews 1:3a 

2.

The second law of thermodynamics  (the law of entropy) states that though there is never the loss of mass and energy, its ability to produce and to make productive contribution breaks down and breaks down and breaks down, and finally becomes random. Disorder instead of order. All processes finally will cease, and the universe will be dead, science tells us.  Does that fit Scripture?


Did God create with the second law of thermodynamics operating? Genesis 1:31


Possibly this came to being in Genesis 3:17. 

V. Hydrology:  is the study of the movement, distribution, and quality of water throughout the Earth (Hydrologic Cycle)


The central theme of hydrology is that water moves throughout the Earth through different pathways and at different rates. The most vivid image of this is in the evaporation of water from the ocean, which forms clouds. These clouds drift over the land and produce rain. The rainwater flows into lakes, rivers, or aquifers. The water in lakes, rivers, and aquifers then either evaporates back to the atmosphere or eventually flows back to the ocean, completing a cycle.  Until the 17th 
century, people believed in subterranean reservoirs.


Isaiah 55:10 


Ecclesiastes 1:7


Job 36:27-28


Psalms 135:7

V. Astronomy: is the scientific study of celestial objects (such as stars, planets, comets, and galaxies) .


You remember the old idea that the earth was a flat disk like a record? It was a flat thing, and it was surrounded by the world river called Oceanus, and they used to say, "That if you're dumb enough to sail through the gates of Pericles...which is the Rock of Gibraltar...you'll fall off into nothingness." Science didn't even begin to replace the old ideas until the 17th century or so. The most amazing fact of modern astronomy is the essentially infinite size and variety of the physical universe. There is no end to it.


Job 22:12


Jeremiah 31:37


Jeremiah 33:22


Science has discovered that stars are very different from each other.


1 Corinthians 15:41


Jeremiah 31:35-36

11. Geology: Study of the Earth.


There is a study called isostacy which is the study of the balance of the Earth. Science did not know much about this until the 1950's.


Isaiah 40:12 He established the earth upon its foundations, so that it will not totter forever and ever. NAS


Science used to think the Earth was flat.


Isaiah 40:22


Gravity: Science at one time did not know what held the earth up.


Job 26:7


Galileo discovered in the 17th century that wind had circuits. He discovered that winds go in a circuitous pattern.


Ecclesiastes 1:6


Do you realize that before Galileo, no scientist ever knew that air had weight? That wasn't until Galileo that it was determined that air had weight.


Job 28:25

TERMS USED IN DESCRIBING THE NATURE OF SCIENCE*

Fact: In science, an observation that has been repeatedly confirmed and for all practical purposes is accepted as "true." Truth in science, however, is never final, and what is accepted as a fact today may be modified or even discarded tomorrow.

Hypothesis: A tentative statement about the natural world leading to deductions that can be tested. If the deductions are verified, it becomes more probable that the hypothesis is correct. If the deductions are incorrect, the original hypothesis can be abandoned or modified. Hypotheses can be used to build more complex inferences and explanations.

Law: A descriptive generalization about how some aspect of the natural world behaves under stated circumstances.

Theory: In science, a well-substantiated explanation of some aspect of the natural world that can incorporate facts, laws, inferences, and tested hypotheses. The contention that evolution should be taught as a "theory, not as a fact" confuses the common use of these words with the scientific use. In science, theories do not turn into facts through the accumulation of evidence. Rather, theories are the end points of science. They are understandings that develop from extensive observation,  experimentation, and creative reflection. They incorporate a large body of scientific facts, laws, tested hypotheses, and logical inferences. In this sense, evolution is one of the strongest and most useful scientific theories we have.*

*Science and Creationism: A View from the National Academy of Sciences, Second Edition
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In the beginning, the serpent in Eden
was ‘Crafty” with God’s Word.
Since then, we've been crafty too.







