Daniel Chapter 3

The events in this chapter foreshadow the resistance of the Jews to the worship of the Antichrist during the coming Great Tribulation period. King Nebuchadnezzar is a symbol of the Antichrist. The three Hebrew men that God protected in the furnace represent the 144,000 Jews God will seal and protect during the Tribulation. The golden image represents the image of the Antichrist that will be set up in the rebuilt Jewish temple.(Rev.13)  The fiery furnace represents the Great Tribulation. Daniel represents the Church, which will not be around during the Great Tribulation. – Chuck Smith

V.1

· Approximately 20 years had passed since the end of chapter 2

· Nebuchadnezzar builds the statue.

· There is no mention of Daniel, he is assumed to be away on behalf of the Babylonian Empire

V.2-3

· All dignitaries foreign and domestic are instructed to attend

· This was an event in which everyone, including servants and slaves were expected to be in attendance.

V.4-6

· Everyone is commanded to worship the statue

· This was a test of allegiance on the part of Nebuchadnezzar’s men

· The threat is also given to whomever disobeys

V. 7

· When the music begins, everyone falls in submission (except the 3 Hebrew men)

V. 8-12

· The Chaldeans accuse the 3 of not “regarding” the king (false)

· They intentionally set about having the 3 punished

V.13-15

· Nebuchadnezzar questions the 3, to see if the allegations are true

· He questions as to whether they worship his gods, and, his statue

· He again reiterates the threat, and, foolishly asks who will save them then (knowing that his gods were powerless to do so)

V.16-18

· They respond by refusing 

· They stand firm that their God can save them from the furnace

· Regardless of the outcome of the trial, they refuse to yield to Nebuchadnezzar’s demands.

“These were men who did not love too much. There are popular self-help books that hope to help people who seem to love too much, yet many Christians are hindered because they love too much. Remember that early Christians were not thrown to the lions because they worshipped Jesus, but because they would not worship the emperor.” – David Guzik

· They specifically, and emphatically state “Let it be known o king” they did not worship his gods, nor his statue

· They did not fear the outcome

What have we to do with consequences? It is ours to do the right, and leave results with the Lord.” (Spurgeon)
V.19-23

· Nebuchadnezzar’s tone now changes from perplexed, to rage

· Hannaniah, Mishael, and Azariah remain steadfast as they are violently hurled into a burning inferno.

Spurgeon eloquently described the horror of those who lose their courage at such times: “Remember also that by yielding to the fear of man you are demeaning yourself. There shall come a day when the man that was ashamed of Christ will himself be ashamed: he will wonder where he can hide his guilty head. Look at him! There he is! The traitor who denied his Lord! The Christ was spat upon and nailed to the cross, and this man was afraid to own him. To win the smile of a silly maid, to escape the jest of a coarse fellow, to win a few pieces of silver, to stand respectable among his fellow-men, he turned his back upon his Redeemer and sold his Lord; and now what can be said for him? Who can excuse him? The angels shun him as a man who was ashamed of the Lord of glory. He is clothed with shame and everlasting contempt. Even the lost in hell get away from him, for many of them were more honest than he. Is there such a man as this before me? I summon him in the name of the living God to answer for his cowardice! Let him come forth and own his crime, and humbly seek forgiveness at the hands of the gracious Savior.” (Spurgeon)
V.24-25

· An astonishing scene witnessed by Nebuchadnezzar

· The Septuagint says in Daniel 3:24 that Nebuchadnezzar’s attention was caught when he heard them singing praises in the furnace.
· Nebuchadnezzar recognizes the “Son of God” with the 3 in the furnace, a striking admission for a man who only moments earlier had doubted all gods but himself.
V.26-27

· The triumphant return from the furnace is witnessed by those who instigated the situation

· There was not even a scent of this ordeal upon them

V. 28

· Nebuchadnezzar’s acknowledgement (Ref. Daniel 3:15)

· Again, he encounters The God of gods

· Again, he recognizes God, as being ‘their god’, not his

· Nebuchadnezzar knows a lot about God, but does not yet know God.

· They were yielded to God 

Romans 12:1: present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
V.29 

· The new proclamation

