Daniel Chapter 6

V.1-3

· Darius sets Daniel as one of 3 governors of the land, and thinks about making him the lone governor due to his “excellent spirit”. 

· Darius is thought to be a title, most likely given to the Median official, Gobryas, that Cyrus appointed ruler of Babylon after the conquest.

V.4-9

· Everyone plots against Daniel

· No fault could be found because he was faithful

· They could not find fault in a man who had served nearly 50 years in public 

· They know he will remain faithful to his god because of his strong faith

The world may not know the intricacies of doctrine or the intimacies of worship with God but they can tell a bad temper, selfishness, conceitedness or dishonesty when they see it. “The world is a very poor critic of my Christianity, but it is a very sufficient one of my conduct.” (Maclaren)

· They decide to trick the king

· Darius wrongly signs the decree

V.10

· Daniel remains steadfast in prayer knowing what the outcome will be

· He does not change his daily communion with God to avoid the plot against him

V.11-15

· The governors, and satraps now bring the charges to Darius

· Darius was displeased with himself

· He recognized his own fault 

· He realized that he had compromised and now there was a consequence

Like Darius, our foolish decisions often haunt us. Often all we can do is pray and ask God to mercifully and miraculously intervene when we make foolish decisions.-Guzik

V.16-18

· Daniel is condemned to the lion den

· Darius is up all night worrying

· Daniel undoubtedly continued in prayer, and enjoyed a much more enjoyable night than did Darius in the kings palace.

V.19-23

· Darius rushes to the den to see the final outcome of his compromise

· Daniel acknowledges God’s protection

· Daniel now explains his innocence of the charges levied against him

· Just as the 3 Hebrew children leaving the furnace, no injury or trace of harm to God’s faithful servant

V.24

· The wicked get their reward, along with all of their household

An ancient writer named Ammianus Marcellinus wrote of the Persians, “The laws among them are formidable . . . by which, on account of the guilt of one, all the kindred perish.”
· Those who plotted against Daniel did so to their own demise

· Psalm 7: 1-17

V.25-27

· Another kingly decree

V.28 

· Daniel again prospers due to his faith and steadfastness in his Godly convictions

