Daniel Chapter 9

 Part 2

V.20-23

· While Daniel is praying Gabriel again appears and begins to offer an explanation of what is to happen to Israel and the world in the future.

V. 24

· Seventy weeks is literally seventy sevens, or seventy units of 7’s

· The prophecy is specifically given to Daniel for “your people and for your holy city”

· There are 6 specific events mentioned:

1. To finish transgression

“This means that transgression itself will be finished. Taken literally this means establishing an entirely new order on earth, with an end to man's rebellion against God.”-Guzik

2. To make an end of sins

3. To make reconciliation for iniquity

4. To bring in everlasting righteousness

5. To seal up vision and prophecy

6. To anoint the Most Holy

*The first 3 were accomplished with Christ’s 1st appearance; the 2nd 3 are yet to be accomplished.

V. 25

· The first 69 weeks take place prior to the appearance of the Messiah

· They can be separated into 3 pieces, 1. the first 7 (49 years ), 2. The second 62 (434 years), 3. The 70th week, Tribulation period

· The first seven weeks started in 444bc when the decree was given by Artaxerxes allowing the Jews to return to their land and rebuild the city. Nehemiah 2:1: 

And it came to pass in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes,” (that is March/April 444bc)

“As Artaxerxes hands over the letters clearing Nehemiah’s way to rebuild the holy city, the prophecy clock starts ticking!”(Swindoll)  

· The city walls were rebuilt in 52 days, with the remainder of the project lasting for 49 years.

V.26-27

· The 62 weeks, or 434 years, added to the 49 years to rebuild the city total 483 years, the very day of Palm Sunday. 

· If we add the 7 weeks + the 62 weeks = 69 weeks, or 483 years.

· Since the Jewish calendar is based on a 360 day calendar, N.T. scholar Harold Hoehner points out that that is 173,880 days. 

Counting forward from Nissan 444bc, we arrive at Nisan 10 (March 30th 33ad) The very day Jesus enters Jerusalem as messiah the prince!

· After the Messiah being cut off, but not for Himself, the prophecy then shoots forward over 2000 years, at the end of the age of the Gentiles when the Antichrist will come on the scene and the 70th week begins.

