Daniel

The book of Daniel gives us a great example of how God blesses faithfulness and how He is faithful to those who seek Him and follow His commands.

In studying the book of Daniel, we can see the awesome plan of The awesome God unfold throughout the life of Gods faithful prophet.

The book of Daniel can be somewhat simplified by splitting it into 2 main sections;


Section 1 – Chapters 1-6: primarily historical


Section 2 – Chapters 7-12 primarily prophetic

To begin lets look at some of the events that led to Judah being overtaken by the Babylonians.


2 Kings 23:31-24:4

Why did God allow Judah to be destroyed?

· What looks like total destruction is actually God at work dealing with the sin of the Israelites, who have not kept his commandments.

· God, through the Egyptians, Babylonians, Medo-Persians and others is giving the land its 70 “Sabbaths” that had not been observed by His people (Lev.25:1-7, 26:34); and, He is punishing their blatant and repeated idolatry.(Lev.26:1).

Why did the Babylonians attack Jerusalem?


Because previously, Pharoah-Neco and the Egyptians had attacked Babylon and been defeated, Judah had supported the Egyptians in this battle and ultimately Babylon got its revenge.

Daniel Ch1, 1-2


When Nebuchadnezzar took the articles for his god he was essentially stating that; ‘my god is better than your god.’


At this point he did not take all the articles, but later returns to get the remainder of the treasure.

Verses 3-4


Nebuchadnezzar is not only pillaging the valuable articles, and goods, he is also taking the brightest, best looking, and most promising youth to indoctrinate into the Babylonian culture, for his service.


This tactic had 2 main benefits: 

1. This would help eliminate other cultures and force all future generations to know only the Babylonian way of life.

2. It would help prevent the Israelites from revolting or resisting the Babylonians for fear of retribution.

Verses 5-7

It was a given that the Babylonian government would provide for these young men in training. Yet, to have the same food and wine prepared for the king was intended as a special honor.

In the ancient world much more than the modern world, there was a huge difference 

between the food enjoyed by the elite and what common people ate.

The name Daniel (meaning God is my judge) was changed to Belteshazzar (meaning Bel’s prince).

The name Hannaniah (meaning Beloved by the Lord) was changed to Shadrach (meaning Illumined by Sun-god).

The name Mishael (meaning Who is as God) was changed to Meshach (meaning Who is like Venus).

The name Azariah (meaning The Lord is my help) was changed to Abed-Nego (meaning Servant of Nego).

The purpose of the food, names and education was simple. This was an effort at total indoctrination, working to make these young Jewish men leave behind their Hebrew God and culture. Undoubtedly, Nebuchadnezzar wanted to communicate to these young men, “look to me for everything.”

Calvin wrote that Nebuchadnezzar knew that the Jews were a stiff-necked and obstinate people, and that he used the sumptuous food to soften up the captives.

Satan uses a similar strategy against believers today, wanting to indoctrinate us into the world system. Satan wants us to:


Feed on what the world offers


Identify (“name”) ourselves in reference to the world


Educate ourselves in the ways of the world

V.8  Daniel’s purpose

· Daniel’s unwillingness to partake of the food and drink of the king was an intentional act to submit to his king, rather than anyone, or anything else.

· This request demonstrates Daniel’s courage, and his trust in God because:.

· The king ordered the menu. Rejecting the menu was rejecting the king, and could result in severe punishment.
· Refusing the food might have branded them as being uncooperative, and spoiled all chances of advancement (many other Hebrew youths did eat the food).
· There was a real threat of punishment. Ancient kings were well known for the severe and often sadistic punishments against those who crossed them. Nebuchadnezzar was capable of great cruelty. He murdered the sons of one king of Judah before the king's eyes; then immediately gouged out the eyes of the king, so his last memory would always be the murder of his sons (Jeremiah 39:6-7). Other rulers of Judah were literally roasted to death over a fire (Jeremiah 29:22).
· The food was very tempting and enticing to a young man separated from family in a foreign land, and held against his will.
· Daniel and the others could have begun to feel as though God had let them down and become distrusting of God. “Many Christians have a mentality that says, “God, you do right by me, and I’ll do right by you.” Of course, God will always do right by us; but we don’t always know what is right for us.”
Daniel purposed in his heart: In this, Daniel illustrates how to conquer a difficult trial and glorify God before others in the midst of testing.
· First, the heart must be set. Daniel purposed in his heart, making up his mind beforehand that he would not compromise.
· The life must be winning. Daniel found favor with his superiors.
· Protest must be courteous - Daniel requested. He made a polite request, showing discretion. Making a stand for Jesus Christ does not mean we must be obnoxious.
· Self-denial must be sought. Daniel and his friends knew this would cost them something, yet they were willing. “Be ready for a bad name; be willing to be called a bigot; be prepared for the loss of friendships; be prepared for anything so long as you can stand fast by Him who bought you with His precious blood.” (Spurgeon)
· The test must be boldly put. "I think that a Christian man should be willing to be tried; he should be pleased to let his religion be put to the test. 'There,' says he, 'hammer away if you like.' Do you want to be carried to heaven on a feather bed? Do you want always to be protected from everybody’s sneer and frown; and to go to heaven as if you were riding in the procession on Lord Mayor’s day?" (Spurgeon)
Daniel’s Courage Rewarded

Verse 9

· God rewards Daniel’s courageous request by granting him favor with the chief of the eunuchs.

· God will never abandon us when we stand for Him.

V. 10-13 


Daniel’s plan: A test

· While others fear man (the eunuch), Daniel fears God.

· Daniel was aware of the situation the eunuch was in and suggests a plan to put himself, and his faith in God to the test,


We see Daniel acting with great wisdom, not becoming difficult to deal with; instead he makes a self-sacrificing gesture to demonstrate his God can be trusted. 

James 3:17 speaks about: But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.

"It is of no use for a man to say, 'I have made up my mind upon certain things,' and to keep fighting over those matters, while, at the same time, the whole of his life is unkind, ungenerous, and unlovable. Yes, by all manner of means be a martyr if you like; but do not martyr everybody else." (Spurgeon)

Daniel’s test is not presumptuous because he is following God’s command regarding what food was acceptable and unacceptable to eat.  God will always honor His word, and those who obey it.

V.14-16


The outcome:  God miraculously allows the group to appear healthier than everyone else.  

· This was not the result of the diet, but of God supernaturally causing the outcome.

V.17-21


God specially blessed these 4 Hebrew teens, because they had previously purposed that they would live for God, and followed through, even when it meant risking their lives.


Daniel’s ability to interpret dreams was due to his devotion, and diligence in living for God, and was given by God, according to His divine plan.  Many people  seek after the “gifts” of God, rather than seeking The God, who gives them.

Matt. 6:33: But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.
Daniel and his friends show us that inner conviction can overcome any outer pressure, and that God-honoring convictions yield God-given rewards. –David Guzik
