Putting on the Whole Armor of God

Ephesians 6:10-18

NorthRidge Fellowship SBC

Week 5 (8/31):
The Breastplate of Righteousness
Eph. 6:13-14 “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness …”
The Romans had the ideas for armor design which provided light weight combined with ease of movement and protection from blows. This breastplate was attached to the belt by leather thongs passed through rings on the bottom to keep it solidly attached. It was anchored to the belt, and it was above the belt. Note: the belt had to be put on first, then the breastplate. One key area the Soldier's breastplate protected was the heart. While the heart is the one key organ responsible for sending blood through our circulatory system to keep us alive, our spiritual lives can deaden if our hearts are not right with God!
Righteous- 1. Acting in an upright, moral way. 2. Morally right or justifiable

Is. 59:15-20 “…For He put on righteousness as a breastplate …”
Justice here refers to salvation (vs.  9-10). God’s salvation does not depend on humans, but through the “Redeemer” Jesus Christ.

Ex. 28:4 “And these are the garments which they shall make: a breastplate, an epod,” The breastplate for the Priesthood was a small pouch that hung from the neck of the priest. It was decorated with twelve stones, one for each of the tribes of Israel. Within the pouch were the Urim and Thummim. The breastplate of judgment was used by the priest in seeking judgment-that is, a decision from the Lord on an issue presented for divine discernment. The breastplate was made of the same fabric as the ephod, to which it would be securely tied.

Rom. 3:10-12 “… There is none righteous, no, not one…

Ps. 14:1-3 “There is none who does good, No, not one.” Sin is present in every individual. Since no one is perfect, all must ask God for His forgiveness-something He freely gives to those who place their trust in His Son Jesus (Eph. 1:7).
John 3:5-7 “…You must be born again.”  With this new birth, we are completely changed from the old ways to the new. Those who are righteous represent innocence and justification because they are like new born babies, now knowing what is moral and right according to God’s standard. 

What is righteousness? Being upright, moral, and just are the main attributes. Righteousness goes beyond our natural attitudes as human beings.

So how do we become righteous?

Prov. 21:29 “…but as for the upright, he establishes (gives thought to) his way.”

Ps. 33:1 “Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous! For praise from the upright is beautiful.”

The focus of the righteous person is on the Lord. We look upon Jesus as our source of guidance and inspiration.

Gal. 5:16-21 God has given us very specific instructions on how to conduct ourselves to keep us free from the guilt of sin.

John 14:15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”

Prov. 21:3 “To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.

There are three types of righteousness: self-righteousness (I’m a good person, I follow a faith where works are important- Is. 64:6 “…all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags), imputed righteousness.” Phil 3:4-9 Paul says his own righteousness is useless, “the righteousness which is from God through faith” When we are saved we are given the righteousness of Jesus Christ, which covers us for all eternity. But to have the third type of righteousness, practical righteousness, which is what made Paul press on, we have to wear the breastplate of righteousness. To live a righteous life, it is a matter of daily, moment by moment choices. Practical righteousness puts the armor on, to reach our prize which is Christ-likeness. If you don’t live a holy life, you lose your joy, then your fruitfulness, ultimate rewards, and do not bring glory to God. 
1 Cor. 15:34 “Awake to righteousness, and do not sin,”

Discernment is not a matter of simply telling the difference between what is right and wrong; rather, it is the difference between right and almost right.-Charles Spurgeon 
