Putting on the Whole Armor of God

Ephesians 6:10-18
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Week 6 (9/7):
Feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace
Eph. 6:13-15 “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace …”
This represents several possible explanations. First this suggests a readiness to go out with the good news of peace, and therefore an invasion into enemy territory. When we relax, we are in deadly peril. Our safety is found in following our Savior, spreading the good news.
Isa. 52:7 “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings goods news, who proclaims peace…” 
 The feet of the one who runs from the battle scene across mountains to the city waiting for news (2 Sam. 18:26). The glorious message of this runner is salvation, meaning “victorious deliverance.” This is the gospel or “good news”
Isa. 49:6-10 “…in the day of salvation I have helped You; I will preserve You and give You as a covenant to the people…” 
The Servant Jesus fulfills the call of Abraham and the nation of Israel to be a blessing to other nations. After Jesus’ death and resurrection, the great commission of global evangelism is carried on by His apostles and those who succeed them to the end of the age (Matt. 28:18-20).
Rom. 10:13-17 “…And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace!” Jesus came with beautiful feet 2000 years ago. Now it is our privilege and responsibility to go with beautiful feet to a lost and dying world.
The second way to look at this is by examining the Roman soldier’s shoe. It was called a caliga. They were a heavy shoe studded with nails. The nails were to give the men a firm hold in the ground during battle. This may mean that the gospel is the firm foundation on which Christians are to stand. A true believer is an active person. On the battlefield, he is assailed with weapons, and needs footwear to meet his perils. An active and energetic Christian meets with temptations others do not. Satan cannot tolerate a person who serves God earnestly. He tries to injure the person’s character, to break his communion with God, to spoil his faith, or to make him proud of what he is doing. He will try to bruise his heel or lame him. Charles Spurgeon said in one of his sermons that “the gospel was formed in the purpose of God from all eternity, designed with infinite wisdom, wrought out at an enormous expense, costing nothing less than the Blood of Jesus, brought home by the infinite power of the Holy Spirit.”
Psa. 91:11-13 “You shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, the young lion and the serpent you shall trample underfoot.”
The animal and snake imagery pictures all kinds of evil that might threaten the coming One. This Psalm shows a confession of confidence in the Lord and an assurance that those who trust in the Lord need not fear evil.

Luke 10:1-3 “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few…”

Luke 10:17-20 “Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy…”
Fully conformed to God’s divine will, Christians are invulnerable and invincible, “none shall be weary nor stumble among them; neither shall the …latchet of their shoes be broken.” Isa. 5:27. When the heart is completely at one with God the true beauty of the Christian character is seen. Shod with perfect delight in the will of the Lord, we are able to overcome all the difficulties and trials on the way, for it becomes sweet to suffer when we see that it is the will of God. The preparation of the gospel of peace is in many ways the fittest tool for us to stand here on earth.

Psa. 37:23, 31 “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD…None of his steps shall slide.”

Rom. 16:17-20 “And the God of peace will crush Satan under you feet shortly.” Divisive people destroy the peace and unity of the church, but God will crush this work of Satan through the wisdom and obedience of believers

The everlasting gospel yields us everlasting peace and never grows stale. Nothing helps a man to stand fast in the Lord like the peace of the Gospel.
