Putting on the Whole Armor of God

Ephesians 6:10-18
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Week 7 (9/14):
The Shield of Faith
Eph. 6:13-16 “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.”
Heb. 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  This is not the definition of faith, but a description of what faith does. Substance means essence or reality. Faith proves that what is unseen is real. Faith is never easy. But the more convinced we are of the reality of an all-good, all-powerful God, the more our trust will grow, and the less we will be overwhelmed by doubts and temptations.

Mark 10:46-52 “…your faith has made you well.”  The Greek term for faith means trust or firm persuasion. To have faith is to relinquish trust in oneself and to put that trust in another. Faith itself does not heal; rather, it is the proper object of that faith, Jesus, who heals.
Rom. 10:13-17 “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

Jam. 2:14-17 “… if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?”  True faith and righteous works go hand in hand. They are two parts of God’s work is us. Faith brings a person to salvation, and works bring that person to faithfulness. Faith is the cause; works are the effect.

The Roman soldiers entered into battle carrying a large shield, measuring 2 ½ feet by 4 feet. This shield was used primarily to protect them from flying objects, such as fiery arrows. It is no surprise that Christians need a shield of faith to protect them from the fiery darts of our enemy, the devil. The devil will attack us with many different kinds of fiery darts: persecution, lies, fears, guilt, doubts, various temptations and more. These darts are shot at Christians when they are on the attack, tearing down the strongholds of our enemy.
2 Cor. 5:6-8 “For we walk by faith, not by sight.”  Christ is not physically present, so believers live by faith. This is why we need a shield of faith. Faith saves us and brings us into God’s kingdom, and as we go forward in our relationship with Christ we need faith to trust in God and in what He is doing in our life. Faith is critical in many major situations in our lives: desiring or seeking something we are unable to have through our own strength and wisdom; when storms and trials in life strike us; when obeying God’s word is being challenged by certain respected secular beliefs; or when believing in matters we may find difficult to understand (bad things happening to God’s people).
“Above all…” Faith is the defense for our armor.

Faith, like a shield, receives the blows that are meant for the man himself.

Faith, like a shield must be strong. Our faith must be in the finished work of Christ. We must not have confidence in ourself or any other man, but in Christ... 
Our faith must be aligned to God’s Word.

1 John 5:3-5 “…And this is the victory that has overcome the world-our faith.” The one who overcomes the world obeys God rather than following the expectations of the world.

Not believing the promises of God dishonors us, weakens us, destroys our comforts and prevents our usefulness. Faith will make us happy, make us useful and will bring honor and glory to our God.
