Putting on the Whole Armor of God

Ephesians 6:10-18
NorthRidge Fellowship SBC

Week 10 (10/5):
The Power of Prayer
Eph. 6:13-18 “Therefore take up the whole armor of God… Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit…”
When to pray- “praying always”

1 Thess. 5:16-18 “… pray without ceasing…”  It is an attitude. We should pray our way through each day. When we do, we are closest to God.

Luke 18:1-8 “…that men always ought to pray and not lose heart…”

Psalm 50:7-15 “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you…”

A Christian that is not praying is out of communication with God. We can put on all the spiritual armor, but if we don’t bathe it in prayer, it is useless. Imagine a soldier of a unit that loses communication with his unit. He is useless, and an easy victim. Prayer is the power behind all Christian armor.

What to pray-“with all prayer and supplication.”
Praying with prayer. What does this mean? Saying a prayer is not praying.

Matt 23:14 “…and for a pretense make long prayers…”

Isa. 1:15-18 “…even though you make many prayers, I will not hear.”

Prov 15:8 “…But the prayer of the upright is His delight.” Praying must be sincere, from the heart.

James 5:16-18 “…The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” We are to pray for all needs, big and small.
Prov 3:6 “In all your ways acknowledge Him…”

Luke 11:1-4 “Lord, teach us to pray…”   Prayer starts with glorifying God, praising Him. Then we petition for our needs and confess our sins, daily. Then we offer thanksgiving for all His blessings and grace to us. We ask God for the spiritual protection necessary to avoid falling into sin. God does not answer because of prayer, but God answers upon prayer and through prayer. That’s His way. Prayer is for us.
How of prayer-“in the Spirit.”
Rom. 8:26-28 “…But the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” Paul is referring to our inability to know how to pray and the effective prayers of the Spirit Himself.
Does God answer prayer? Yes, in His time and in His way that is always for our edification. 
2 Cor. 12:7-9 “I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me…”  Paul said he would take pleasure because it showed Christ’s power to others.

1 Tim 1:18 “…that by them you may wage the good warfare…” Christian ministry is spiritual warfare directed against God’s enemies. As Christians we are all soldiers in the lifelong battle. We pray to put on our spiritual armor, and pray for strength and perseverance.
2 Tim 2:1-5. “You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” The Christian walk is a daily battle against worldly and spiritual forces. It calls for a focus on the purpose of bringing others to Jesus and showing ourselves to by worthy stewards of what the Lord has entrusted to us as spiritual gifts. Pray without ceasing for all believers and at all occasions that the Good News of Jesus Christ may be spread throughout the world.
2 Chr 32:8 “…but with us is the Lord our God, to help us and to fight our battles.”  The Lord is with us in our battles with the flesh, the world, and the devil. We access God for our battles through prayer.

