Putting on the Whole Armor of God

Ephesians 6:10-18

NorthRidge Fellowship SBC

Week 2 (8/10):
The Enemy

Eph. 6:11-12  “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”
Satan’s names in the Bible: 
  Accuser- Rev 12:10




  Adversary- 1 Peter 5:8




  God of this age- 2 Cor 4:4




  Father of lies, murderer- John 8:44




  Ruler of this world- John 14:30




  Serpent- Gen 3:5

Origin of, in heaven- Is 14:12-20; Rev 12:7-9; Ez 28:11-19
Activities:
Tempted Eve- Gen 3:1



Tempted David- 1 Chr 21:1



Accused and tormented Job- Job 1:6-2:10 



Tempted Jesus- Matt 4:1-11



Entered Judas at betrayal- Luke 22:3



Deceives and ensnares- 2 Cor 11:3-15


His defeat by Christ- Gen 3:15; Rev 12:10-12; Rev 20:7-10

Spiritual Warfare- Daniel 10:12-21



Prince of Persia- Must be understood as a satanic figure who was to supervise the affairs of Persia, inspiring its religious, social, and political structures to works of evil. The “man” detained the messenger for 21 days, which equals the time of Daniel’s mourning and fasting. The wicked prince of Persia sought to detain the “man” so that Daniel would be prevented form hearing more of God’s revelation.



Micheal seems to be one of the most powerful angels. He is mentioned three times in the OT, all in Daniel, and twice in NT (Jude 9, Rev 12:7). God choose the archangel to be a prince in His kingdom on earth. (vs 21). He with his angels war victoriously against the enemies of the people of God. From Jewish literature, Micheal is one of seven archangels, Gabriel being included, plus Raphael, Uriel, Chamuel, Jophiel, and Zadkiel.


Gabriel means “man of God” sent to deliver messages to Daniel (Daniel 8:16-21), to announce to Zacharias the birth of his son, John the Baptist (Luke 1:11-22) and to Nazareth to hail the virgin Mary as the chosen  the mother of the Messiah (Luke 1:26-38). He describes himself as habitually standing in the presence of God (vs 19).



Beelzebub is the prince of the demons whom Jesus identifies with Satan (Mat 12:24-26).



Legion (Luke 8:30) The demon possessed man said his name was “Legion,” because many demons had entered him. A Roman legion contained about six thousand soldiers; thus the name suggests a spiritual battle.

Satan and his relationship with God. The book of Job demonstrates that although Satan is in rebellion, he is still accountable to God. Originally an angel of God, Satan became corrupt through his own pride (2 Peter 2:4). Ever since his rebellion against God, Satan has been God’s enemy as well as ours. He is the accuser and adversary. However Satan’s power is not equal to God’s. Although Satan attempts to hamper God’s word, he is limited by God. As much as he may wish to be a god, Satan still remains answerable to God. Satan, being created, is finite. He is not all-powerful, and he can only be in one place at one time (Job 1:7). Therefore, his fellow fallen angels must aid him in his evil work. Of course, Satan can tempt us, but he cannot know what is in our minds or foretell our future (Job 1:9-11). Most important, he can do nothing without God’s permission (Job 1:6-12). Because God actively restrains Satan and promises that He will not allow us to be tempted beyond what we can bear (1 Cor. 10:13), we can be confident that with God’s power we can overcome Satan. Although we live in a fallen world, Satan does not have free reign to do whatever evil he wishes. God is still, and always will be, sovereign.

