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Notes/Questions for Leviticus 16 / Hebrews 9 Sermon
Preached 8-31-2008 

“Seeing Jesus in the Day of Atonement” 
Leviticus Chapter 16 
· This is not a particularly familiar passage for many people 

· CONTEXT

· This passage occurs after the Hebrews have been delivered from slavery in Egypt by the Lord 

· God is having to instruct His people on exactly what it means for them to be His people and for Him to be their God 
· God uses this time to teach His people several lessons: 

· 1) He is a holy God 

· He was perfect, pure and without sin, without error or moral defect, and that He alone was God and worthy of worship 

· 2) God expected His people to be holy just as He is holy 

· Leviticus 19:2 God says, “Speak to all the congregation of the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.’”

· They are expected to reflect His holiness and to be a special people who are set apart from the people around them because of who their God is 

· Much of the material in the book of Leviticus deals with how the people of God can be holy and set apart for the Lord 

· 3) Man is sinful 

· Even though God expects His people to be holy as He is holy they always fall short

· 4) Sinful man cannot approach a holy God while he is in his sin 

· God has said this is how I want you to live, man has fallen short of what God demands, and this has left sinful man unable to approach this holy and perfect and pure God 

· This is the tension that you see all throughout the Bible: How can a holy and perfect God dwell in the midst of a sinful people?

· Habakkuk 1:13 “You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, And cannot look on wickedness.”
· Isaiah 59:2 “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.”

· Psalm 7:11 “God is a just judge, And God is angry with the wicked every day.”
· But God realizes this problem and this dilemma and instead of simply abandoning sinful man, He sets up some parameters where His followers can approach Him 
· God set up a system of sacrifices that were to be done during these Old Testament times 
· The purpose of these sacrifices was to help God’s people realize that because of their sin something had to be done in order for them to maintain a right and proper relationship with their holy God; something or someone had to die for their sins  

· Leviticus chapter 16 gives us a description of what is known as the Day of Atonement (or as some call it “Yom Kippur”) 

· This was the climax of the year’s events and of the year’s sacrifices 
· The events of Leviticus 16 took place in the tabernacle 

· The word “tabernacle” simply means “to dwell” or “dwelling place” 
· The purpose of the tabernacle was to be a place where God met with His people
· The tabernacle was to be set up in the middle of the camp as a constant reminder that God dwelled in their midst 

· The tabernacle had a barrier around it that made a type of courtyard around the actual tent itself

· The tabernacle had two rooms: a larger room that was called the “Holy Place” where various sacrifices were made, and a smaller room called the “Most Holy Place” or “Holy of Holies”
· It was in the Holy of Holies that God manifested His presence 
· It was in this smaller room, the Holy of Holies or the Most Holy Place, that the ark of the covenant was kept 

· Verse 1: we are reminded of Nadab and Ahihu who sought to approach God on their terms and not in the way that God had prescribed (Leviticus 10:1-3)  
· God is teaching His people that He is infinitely holy and they are utterly sinful and for them to be in His presence some specific things must be done 

· God, not man, is the one who makes the stipulations about how He will be approached 

· Verse 2: the Day of Atonement was something that happened only once a year 

· The Day of Atonement was the only day that someone was allowed to enter the Holy of Holies and only the High Priest was permitted to enter 

· If someone, even the High Priest, entered into the Holy of Holies on any other day for any other reason then they would die 

· The purpose of the Day of Atonement was to make atonement for the people’s sins for the previous year 
· To atone simply means to make things right; to reconcile two parties who are at odds with one another 

· It means to repair a broken relationship

· So the Day of Atonement in the Old Testament was the day when the relationship that was broken between God and His people because of sin was repaired and restored 

· Atonement came through a sacrifice 
· Verses 7 and 8 

· Aaron was instructed to cast lots for the two goats to determine which one would be the sacrifice and which one would be what was called the scapegoat

· One of these goats will be killed as a sin offering and the other will be what is known as the scapegoat 

· Verse 11: the High Priest was a sinner too just like the rest of the people that he was to represent 

· Before he could make atonement on their behalf he had to make atonement for himself 

· He was not a perfect High Priest 

· Something had to die in his place and on this day it was a bull that was to be killed for a sin offering 

· The blood of the bull was to be taken into the Holy of Holies and placed on the mercy seat (verse 14) 

· Verse 15: the goat that was the sin offering was to be killed or slaughtered for the people 

· This was done ‘for the people’ 
· The goat is dying in the place of the people as their substitute 

· Someone or something has to die for the sins of the people  

· The blood of this sacrifice is to be taken ‘inside the veil’: this is into the veil that leads into the Holy of Holies where the presence of the Lord is and is to be applied to the mercy seat (some translations say ‘atonement cover’) 

· The ark of the covenant was in the Holy of Holies 
· The ark of the covenant was like a chest that was inlaid with pure gold 
· Inside the ark were the stone tablets upon which the ten commandments were written 
· On top of the ark was what was called the mercy seat; it was the lid of the ark of the covenant 
· It was understood that God’s presence dwelt in the tabernacle atop the mercy seat 

· Picture this: here inside the Holy of Holies you have the ark of the covenant and the symbolic presence of the Lord Himself and within the Ark of the Covenant you have the stone tablets of the Ten Commandments, a constant reminder to the Israelites of just how far short of God’s standards they have fallen. On top of the ark was the mercy seat which represented the presence of God in the midst of His people, but also there in the very presence of God were the Ten Commandments which His people could not keep

· But on the Day of Atonement when the High Priest would come in and sprinkle blood on the mercy seat, something would come between God and His commandments that were in the ark: the blood of the sacrifice that was made for the people; the sacrifice that was made in the people’s place 

· So now as God looked upon His law that His people had broken, instead of seeing the law He saw the blood of the sacrifice that was made on their behalf 

· God no longer saw the commandments that they could not keep, He saw the blood that said the price for their sins has been paid 

· Atonement had been made and the relationship had been restored because the price for their sin had been paid by another 

· Verse 20: the live goat / the scapegoat 
· Scapegoat is one who is innocent who takes the blame for someone who is guilty 
· Someone who is guilty has shifted the blame so that the scapegoat will be seen as guilty and the real guilty party can go free 

· Verse 21: the High Priest would lay his hands upon the head of the live goat and confess all the sins of the people
· All three biblical words for sin are used here: iniquities, transgressions, and sins 

· This would symbolically represent the fact that the sins of the people were being transferred to this scapegoat 

· Once all the sins of the people were confessed over the scapegoat the goat was led away from the camp by a designated person and it was led out into the wilderness 

· Verse 22: once the scapegoat was led out into the wilderness, far away from God’s people, out in a solitary land, it was released 

· The picture here is of the scapegoat, the one who is said to ‘bear on itself all the iniquities’ or sins of God’s people is led away and set free far from the presence of God and the presence of God’s people

· This is symbolic of the people’s sins being removed and taken away, never to be seen or remembered by God again 

· If sin is what keeps sinful man from God, then here the problem is taken away and removed, never to be seen again 

· Verse 30: summary of the Day of Atonement 
· The people’s sins were dealt with on this day: sins were paid for as a goat died in the place of the people and sins were removed as the scapegoat bore the sins of the people and took them away 
Hebrews Chapter 9
· The writer of Hebrews helps us to see Jesus in the day of Atonement 
· Verses 1-10: describes the Day of Atonement saying that it was ‘symbolic’ and ‘cannot make him who performed the service perfect’ (verse 9)
· It was not a perfect or permanent solution to mankind’s problem of sin 
· Verse 11-12: Jesus came as the ultimate High Priest and the ultimate payment for sins 
· We can see Jesus in the Day of Atonement in the High Priest
· While the High Priest in Leviticus 16 had to first make atonement for himself because of his own sins, Jesus was a perfect and sinless High Priest (Hebrews 4:14-16) 

· As High Priest Jesus not only offered a sacrifice for the sins of the people, Jesus was the sacrifice for the sins of the people

· Hebrews 9:12- “Not with the blood of bulls and calves, but with His own blood” 

· As High Priest Jesus perfectly represents His people to God 

· We can see Jesus in the Day of Atonement in the goat that was sacrificed 
· Jesus died as the substitute for His people 
· Jesus’ blood comes between God and the peoples sins and allows them to have access to God 
· 1 Peter 3:18- “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.”
· We can see Jesus in the Day of Atonement in the scapegoat 

· Jesus is the one who removes our sins and takes them away, never to be remembered again 
· Psalm 103:12- “as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”

· Micah 7:19- “He will again have compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities under foot. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.”
· While the Day of Atonement had to be repeated every year, Jesus’ sacrifice was ‘once for all’ 
· The Day of Atonement looked forward to what would one day be fully accomplished by the work of the Lord Jesus Christ in His once and for all sacrifice for sins 
· Our Day of Atonement was made one time on the day when the Lord Jesus Christ died in our place on the cross! 






